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As we enter our last month and a half of the season and I finish my 1 8th year with the Brookvil le

Lake Sail ing Association I find myself thinking of the changes I have seen.

At last weekend’s raft up I was reminded of my early years. A proud new owner of a Catal ina 25,

I was launching it with the hoist, and some guy I didn’t know was there, holding onto the stern

l ine, helping me guide her in. As I recall , he continued to check in with me through the day, as I

attempted to get the boat rigged for the first time. I didn’t know at the time that Dave Masters

would become a lifelong friend, and welcome my daughter and me to a group of wonderful

people. I was introduced to Bil l Begl in, Mike and Nancy Burd, & Randy and Janice and was

invited to raft up with their big beautiful boats. They had working galleys, hot and cold water,

gri l ls, and condiments. I brought beer and maybe a soggy sandwich in my cooler. As the sun

set, appetizers came out, and great food was passed across boats making sure everyone was

enjoying the evening, my soggy sandwich long forgotten.

From the Helm
SocttWebb,

Commodore

As the years passed, Annie brought some civi l ity to my once

sparse boat, and we learned to cook on our alcohol stove

and contribute more to these evenings. Upgrading to the

Beneteau a few years back, we have all those longed for

conveniences, and find ourselves in the middle of the raft

up. Now we have a gri l l and have perfected a few recipes

over the years that we enjoy passing across the boats. And

as those of you who joined the Negroni Nights Raft Up, my

taste in alcohol has evolved from those floating beers.

Throughout the years we have watched Jack and Sidney

Slawter grow from toddlers to teenagers and said goodbye

to a few of those that mentored us along the way. We’ve

lost members over the years, had people move away, or

retire their boats and we miss them.

Last weekend’s raft up really exemplified the change for me.

On one side of us were Randy and Janice, l ike the old days.

On the other side were Andy and Nicole, having just recently

moved up to their bigger boat. Maribeth came out for her

first raft up. And now we were in the middle.

I am excited to see this next generation of BLSA take shape and grow. We have new boats and

new members every year. Annie and I are grandparents now and look forward to bringing Riley

out for a sail next spring. And next season we wil l have our newest and youngest BLSA members

in years, with Matt & Angela Cunningham and Nelson & Chelsea Mead each expecting new

sailors!

Let’s get out and enjoy the rest of the season and enjoy the changes each new year brings.

See you at the lake.

Scott
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I can’t bel ieve the summer is starting to wind down. We are preparing for one of the last events

at Hanna Creek, which is our Pig Regatta weekend.

Social News
Nicole Holtkamp,

Social Director

Where did the year go? Since my last

article we have had two raft ups and our

Seafood Fest.

Bi l l Begl in and Patty Darcy hosted the first

of our two raft ups. The “How Many

Nights” raft up was a success. Who

would have thought that last week in July

would have brought us a cool and breezy

day. Like a most of our events, this one

ended with a Roman candle final ly

bringing down the lantern.

Next, we had our Seafood Fest. This was highl ighted by the fantastic shrimp boil prepared by

Scott and Lana Ell iot. This event takes a lot of helpful hands to prepare, and I want to thank not

only Scott and Lana, but everyone who pitched in to prepare the ingredients. Also, I want to

thank Bil l Ralston for preparing the conch, and Nelson for providing the Pain Kil lers. I asked,

and this whole group delivered everything perfectly!

Final ly, Scott and Annie hosted the Negroni Nights raft up. We were once again blessed with

fantastic weather, and even better cocktai ls. The night was spent laughing, sampling new

beverages and enjoying drunken

peaches. That was some good

moonshine in that bottle.

What is left? We have the family picnic

(AKA pig roast) in a couple of weeks, the

Oktoberfest/Beer Tasting and final ly the

Chil i Cook-off. I am needing some help

with the Oktoberfest/Beer Tasting event.

I f you are interested in helping, please let

me know ASAP.
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What is coming up….

September 1 6th -

BLSA Family Picnic

(Formerly the Pig Roast)

This wil l be held Pig Regatta weekend, but the goal is to make a family fun event. So imagine your

family picnics: corn hole, giant jenga, games and, of course, BBQ. Since the Pig Regatta is a two

day sail ing event, we hope to show a movie after the picnic for al l those who wil l be staying overnight

to race the next day.

Social News (continued)

September 30th – Oktoberfest/Beer Tasting

I haven’t come up with a name for this event, but what goes better with German food than good beer.

So, why not have them together. – I am needing a host for this event, if anyone is interested.

October 1 4th – Chili Cook-off

November 11 th – Year-End Celebration
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Treasurer's Report
Nelson Mead,

Treasurer

With nearly half of the year already gone, I wanted to give an update on where our club stands

financial ly.

The BLSA's strategy has been to manage the club's finances in a way that al lows for a small

surplus for unexpected expenses. In order to maintain the cost of dues, the BLSA has rel ied

upon separate fundraising for capital improvement projects l ike the social dock and dinghy pier,

with a large portion of the parts and labor donated by members of the club. Each winter the

BLSA board works hard to create a budget for new exciting events, maintaining/insuring/storing

our assets, and for improvements to the club; al l while keeping our costs to a minimum. Adding

to this difficult balance is the fact that we do not know how much income (dues and donations)

the club wil l produce unti l the end of the summer.

As of our last board meeting, the BLSA had received just under $7,000 in dues and donation

income for 201 7, which was down almost $1 ,000 from the prior summer. This decline was

attributed to 7 fewer memberships than the previous year, and a 25% decrease in monetary

donations to the club. Due to the decrease in membership income and attendance, the board

decided to cut portions of the 201 7 budget and postpone any additional projects unti l funding

was established.

Although we remain financial ly sound and maintain a healthy reserve, every dollar counts, and

our expenses continue to increase as our assets age. The BLSA board does not intend to

increase dues anytime soon, but we are excited to hear any fundraising and project ideas that

you may have, at our next board meeting. Please watch the BLSA Facebook page and website

(BLSA.us) for an announcement of the next meeting's time and date.
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Summer is a time when Carolyn and I love to escape the customary hot windless midsummer

days of SW Ohio, head off on a nomadic adventure to cooler latitudes or altitudes. This year we

took our sailboat to the Apostle Islands in Wisconsin. Matt asked me to write a bit about our trip

for the newsletter, because it's a big water adventure that's accessible to virtual ly al l our

members. You can trai ler sail there or charter from one of America's largest charter fleet. The

Islands protect boats from the Superior's waves, but sti l l al low awesome sail ing winds, so even

sea kayaks are safe to navigate the waters on most days.

Harbormaster's Report
Dave Forrester,

Harbormaster

For me Brookvil le Lake is home base and I 'd not sailed in big waters, left it's comfort zone with

my own equipment for 5 years. Boats and trai lers deteriorate when they're not pushed hard. I

was worried 1 500 miles of road and 3 weeks of sail ing would highl ight my rigs weak points, so I

spent much of my summer rebuilding systems in an effort to protect myself from calamity. Sti l l ,

I 've learned there's always something that goes wrong on these trips, it's l ike an

unavoidable gauntlet that I have to move through to get to the fun. This trip was no exception.

My boat did great, but my trai ler proved to be the weak spot. Even though I 'd had it serviced,

rebuilt the brakes, and inspected the tires, I found that 5 years of sitting at Hanna Creeks parking

lot had caused hidden dry rot to set in my tires. 95 degrees air temperature and bright sun

brought pavement temps way up over 1 00. When combined with the horribly pot holed roads we

encountered the stress proved to much. Pop! one tire after another blew out in the late afternoon

I l l inois heat, ti l l I replace them all . . . i t's always something. I 've found the fear of that unknown

something is often the biggest challenge I meet. Trusting enough to make myself vulnerable is a

big hurdle.

Fortunately the rewards that the Apostles offered more than made up for the grief of my

gauntlet. I was total ly pleased by what we found as the Islands provided the best continuous

Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR):
Mounds Park Office 765-647-2657
DNR Customer Service Center:

Phone: (31 7) 232-4200 or (877) 463-6367.
Mail ing address: 402 West Washington Street, Room W1 60A, Indianapolis.
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days of sail ing I 've ever experienced. Day time

temperatures were in the low 70s, nights mid

50s, only one rain day. Because the archipelago

sticks out almost 60 miles into Superior,

winds were always in the 1 0 to 1 8 mph range.

Plus, there are so many anchorages and

destinations, I could pick my route based on

predicted wind direction. That meant most of my

sail ing was done on a reach, with several 3 hour

spinnaker runs thrown in to spice things

up. . . fun! Day after day of sail ing really helps me

get my sail ing game on, plus it's so darn physical

I lost 2 pounds a week from all the exercise. Our

rhythm was to do a 4-5 day sail ing loop through

the Islands, then head back to our marina for a

couple day's of rest, provision the boat, and

head out again to immerse ourselves in our

water world. We did three of those cycles.

Our immersion was not only into a sail ing

world, but also into a world of natural beauty.

We'd untie our dock lines and leave the world of

man behind for most of a week; no Internet, no

phones, few people. After a hard day of sail ing, I get immense pleasure out of watching night fal l ,

fading off to sleep, then waking up at dawn in a peace fi l led anchorage. We toured 3 lighthouses,

kayaked in sea caves, and took a 7 mile hike through a pristine Island woodland for a picnic lunch on

a breath taking cl iff hugging overview. The National Park has much to offer nature lovers.

The City of Bayfield had much to offer for us too. Omg! what a charming l ittle town, fi l led with

friendly locals, stocked with most of the amenities and services a sailor returning to port lusts for.

The caliber of the sail ing community is outstanding. I t's a treat for me to rub shoulders with world

class sailors. There was a single hand Ostar racer at our marina getting ready for the Trans Superior

race, and a couple sailed in from Germany on their Hallberg Rassey center cockpit. As I remember

there are 8 marinas in the area and I 'd say 80 percent of the boats in the Apostles are sailboats. I t's a

sailor's summer paradise; my kind of people, my kind of place, my kind of sport, jet skies are il legal.

Carolyn and I are planning another, longer trip there next summer. . .come join us!
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BuyaBoard campaign continues
In 201 6, BLSA launched a unique fundraiser to help pay for the club's new social dock. The Buy-

a-Board campaign gave club members the opportunity to "adopt" the social dock, you guessed

it, one board at a time. Thanks to this campaign, we were able to defray a portion of the costs of

what has become a central gathering spot for after-sail conversation, cookouts and parties that

stretch late into the night.

So we're going to do it again! This year's buy-a-board campaign wil l go to support the ongoing

development of Hanna Creek Marina as a place where sailors can gather and enjoy each other's

company.

Please use the form below to submit your "adoption papers;" we wil l col lect orders unti l the End-

of-Year Celebration on November 11 . your commemorative plaque wil l join those already

mounted on the social dock's bench; (if we run out of room there, perhaps we'l l move to the bar

that was added this year).

Thanks in advance; this is a direct, unique way to make sure our club can provide the services

members want now and into the future.
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Race Report
Skyp Harmon,

Race Director

I t’s Aug. 21 st and I ’m late getting this

article in; Jana and I have been very busy

with the farm, antique mall and planning for

the transport and arrival of our new boat (a

Pearson 33-2). Sadly, Incognito (our Oday

272) is on the market. We have owned her

for 32years. I think she may have been

trying to tel l us something this past

weekend when she took two 1 st places

and a 3rd, winning the Back to School

Regatta. I hope she finds a loving home.

Back to racing: we have been blessed with

good wind for the most part, and have

sailed 6 regattas total ing 20 races. There is

some stiff completion for year end points

between SETTLE DOWN with 25 points.

PAST BEHAVEN with 27 points, and UNO

MASS with 29 points after throw-outs.

Keep up the great racing, we truly have

some great sailors in BLSA!

I think we do more racing than any of the clubs in the area. I hope you are enjoying the program, I

know I am! One of the things I said I would do when I became Racing Director was to sail longer races

I think we have done that with averaging 45 min. I am also pleased with the camaraderie on the dock

after the races.
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On the fl ipside, I was disappointed in the participation in family /youth day and the two skil ls sharing

regattas: one was canceled because of high wind and the other because of lack of interest. I ’ l l have to

find a way to award those two brag flags. The participation has been down in the last two regattas, but I

hope it bui lds again in the fal l . We have 4 regattas to go plus the pig regatta, which we hope to sail on

our new Pearson!

I am a little concerned about the future of this club: I think we have a great racing program and a great

social program, but the saying “IF YOU BUILD IT THEY WILL COME” doesn’t seem to be working. We

may be the best kept secret in the Tristate, so get out there and tel l people how much fun you are

having!

On a different note, I took on the job of Race Director with a l ittle hesitation last year but I saw an

opportunity to build on the great program that Ashli and John Slawter had built. I thought I should try to

give back to the sport I so much love! So, I jumped in with both feet and have given it my best. But I turn

65 next summer and that’s time to retire. So I wil l be stepping down at the end this season, and am

call ing on all racers for someone to step up and carry this program on to another great season of racing.

I am always wil l ing to help in any way I can as well as many other great members of BLSA but this wil l

be my Swan Song year as Race Director.

Thanks for a great year!

Skyp
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Wow. I t's already September.

As I write this, it's overcast and damp outside, with the projected high of 80 a long way off from the

cool breeze I 'm feeling through an open window. I watch kids on my street as they trudge down

the sidewalk with backpacks on, and the maple trees out front are hinting that I should probably

pul l the trigger on buying that leaf blower - soon.

Where was that long season I remember from 201 6? Where were my Sunday mornings spent

sipping iced coffee and reading while the mist l ifted off the silent, placid lake? Where were th

sunburnt afternoons ful l of game-planning and fast tacks as the starting horn counted down to

another race? And where were the "dinners" of peanut butter fudge milkshakes and onion rings

from the Dairy Cottage (don't knock the combination if you haven't tried it) on the way home late

Sunday afternoon?

I 've taken to saying that "l ife has been very l ifel ike" at the Cunningham homestead this year. My

"want to do" l ist has been superseded by the "need to do" l ists on too many good sail ing

weekends. I t's simply one of those life-seasons, as many of you have reassured me; a time when

one learns that no, the boat won't sink if I don't get out for a couple of weeks, and yes, it wil l sti l l

make a decent turn of speed when I final ly do get aboard and wipe off the cobwebs.

But this has also been a season when I 've gained a new appreciation for the members that make

our club so great.

A few weeks ago, someone emailed me some photos for the Mainsheet, along with a note:

"We miss seeing you all . "

That short l ine carried a lot of weight for both me and Angela. I t's one thing to know your social

group enjoys your company when you'rethere with a drink in hand, but it's a whole other heart-

warming thing when the people you play with on the weekends go out of their way to confirm that

you're just as valuable to their l ives as they are to yours. There aren't many places where one can

genuinely experience that kind of connection these days, and I am deeply grateful for that aspect

of the BLSA community.

CommunicationsReport
Matt Cunningham,

Communications Coordinator
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When I have been at the lake this season, I 've heard talk in multiple circles about increasing our

outreach efforts. This is a valid and important topic, and one that we should al l be thinking about;

Beyond the simple fact that outreach is a vital part of maintaining a healthy, energetic club, a larger

membership means a stonger voice with the IDNR, more engagement in our many lakeside

activities, and ultimately more options for how we grow and evolve as a community.

I f you're been part of these conversations, consider this article your call to action. Reach out to me

or any other board member with your ideas (for those who have done that so far, rest assured we're

taking notes). I f you're in a good spot to do so next year, take your engagement a step further and

join the board; several of us are nearing the end of our terms, and I think I speak for the entire board

in saying that new faces - and even some friendly competition for a seat or two - would only serve to

energize and enhance our club.

So share ideas. Take your turn as part of our leadership. And keep engaging with members, both in

person and online. The way we communicate with each other says a lot about our community; we

have a strong foundation, and it's time for al l of us to step up and take an active hand in shaping the

future of BLSA.
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Classifieds
Contact Matt (mcunningham78@gmail.com) to

submit boats, parts or services for sale.

Catalina 25 Water Ballast - 1996

Original owner, always stored inside, trai ler, electric start

outboard, enclosed head, pop-top canvas enclosure with

windows and screen, gal ley sink, single butane burner, 1 0

gallon water tank, large cooler, navigation and cabin

l ights, completely equipped in sail away condition,

$1 5,800. Contact Max Keck (51 3) 236-7648.

Seaward 23 diesel - 1997

Diesel inboard with <300hrs. Wheel steering. Trailer with

surge brakes. Big sail locker. Very well maintained and

stored indoors. Plenty of extras. Currently l isted at $1 3,999.

Rare trai lerable boat with a diesel.

Contact Blaise Gatto: bg777001@ohio.edu

Freedom 29 - 1985

1 985 Freedom 29′ (no trai ler). $22,000. Sailed in fresh water

only. Head and shower, kitchen, sleeps 6, sails in good

condition (spinnaker included), boat refurbished 3 years

ago. Wil l del iver.”

Call Paul @ 937-437-726

San Juan 21 - 1976

Jack Warndorf drove to New Bern, NC, and picked up his new San Juan 21 at the factory. The

boat is 42 years old, but in great condiction. She won numberous trophies (Club Champion three

years) and is a fine sail ing vessel. Due to Capt. Jack’s passing earl ier this year, she is for sale.

Includes a trai lor and many sails. Would love to see her go to a deserving family (sleeps 4) and

wil l take best offer. Roberta Warndorf: 51 3-738-3375, okeana1@gmail .com

O'Day 272

One-owner boat well maintained and featuring newer sails. A frequent contender in BLSA club

races and a veteran of several long Great Lakes cruises.

Contact Skyp and Jana Harmon: jumper951@hotmail .com

Catalina 22 Wing Keel

Well maintained trai ler sailer owned by former BLSA harbormaster. On the hard at Hanna Creek.

For more information, contact John: 51 3-558-8507


