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Newsletter of the Brookville Lake Sailing Association

The Mainsheet
From The Helm— Commodore Scott Webb
Design First — Beneteau First 285 — Hanna Creek, Slip 73
Where did the season go? Can it truly
be the end of September already?
Where were our September winds?

Commodore Webb

Calendar
Oct. — Nov.
10/01
Black & Tan Team
Race, Oktoberfest
10/08
Chili Cook-Off
10/09
Lake “Closes”, last
day for lift and
security
11/12
Annual Meeting
and Awards
Banquet

biminis, and grills, as they get ready for
the pull out. Sadly noticing slips empty
one by one and hearing pressure washers
in the lot, and not for the upcoming race.
Typically, September brings the promise In my opinion, it’s all too soon.
of cooler nights and (hopefully) more
wind. Historically, this has the best
Nevertheless, it’s been a pretty special
month for wind at Brookville Lake, and season so far. We have had great
the best nights for anchoring all year.
participation in the racing program,
This year however, it seems to have
thanks to Race Director John Slawter
slipped past us, presenting us instead
and the many other volunteers who have
with summer like temperatures and
helped throughout the season. John has
summer like wind (fluky or noncontinued to make the racing program
existent), broken up with an occasional fun and educational, and the result is
thunderstorm.
evident in the boats participating.
Now begins the melancholy days at the Nicole Holtkamp has done a fantastic
lake; seeing boats stripped of their sails, job as Social Chair, with well attended
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events throughout the
season and great event
hosts. Yes, we had a
couple times where we
were running with arms
full of food, trying to get
out of the rain. The
weather has been trying
this season, for sure, but
intrepid sailors as we are,
we always manage to
continue to eat and drink
in all conditions.

pictures of our events.
Thanks to Matt
Cunningham for leading
this effort. A huge
“thank you” also goes out
to Rose DeJarnette for
volunteering to
completely revamp and
manage the club website.
And I think everyone
appreciates the
Mainsheet. Sharon
Hughes continues to do a
great job in not just
Our communications
publishing our
team has brought (some newsletter, but for
of) us into the new world wrangling the articles
of social media, with an from various Board
active Facebook page
members (and especially
where club members can the Commodore) every
get information and share month.

Racing Director

Every Board member is
deserving of thanks for a
job well done. Tim Fry
started us off with his
expert handling of the
membership drive.
Nelson Mead keeps us on
track managing our
money, John Clark
dutifully records our
meetings, and David
Forrester, our
Harbormaster, was
integral to the Social
Dock project.
We have had a great
Board this year, but as
always, we are looking
for new Board Members
to help steer the Club.

October 2016
Are you good at
Facebook? Do you like
to make up ideas for
parties? Are you a
natural fundraiser or
bookkeeper? Do you like
herding cats?
Serving on the Board is
easy and a fun way to
give back to the club.
There are potentially
open seats on the Board
for most any position.
You could even be
Commodore someday.
(Of course I was joking
about being Commodore
for life)…
See you at the lake.

John Slawter — Uno Mass — S2 7.9 — Hanna Creek, Slip 71

We have had a great racing season at BLSA this year! Like much of the season, Mother Nature threw us a
few curveballs in September but we have made the most of it. Eleven boats participated in the Pig Regatta
and we had a blast with four races on day one and three more races on day two.
I have said it before but I will say it
again, thank you so much to the entire
Tacy family and Strictly Sail! You,
once again, went above and beyond
by hosting the regatta, serving
committee duty, and service lunch on
the water! I was also very happy with
the results, which proved that a boat
sailed well, regardless of handicap,
can be competitive and win races.
Congratulations to Paul Hemker and
the crew of his Freedom 21 who won
five of the seven races and placed
second in the other two! Rounding
out the top three this year were Dan
Cajacob’s Cut Throat and Incognito
with Skyp and Jana Harmon onboard.
Thank you to everyone who
participated!
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The Constitution Regatta was another matter. At the beginning of the season, I decided to implement a
strategy to make the most of weather by shifting the race day based on forecasts. I made the decision to
move the Constitution Regatta from Saturday to Sunday and, unfortunately, the wind missed the
announcement. After dropping the safety boat in the water and hunting for wind for about an hour, we
made the decision to cancel racing for the day. However, there is good news! The last race of the season
is scheduled for October 1st as a fun “team” race with high and low handicaps scored together. We will
do that and make up the Constitution Regatta at the same time by scoring them as individuals and as
teams. Please come out and join us for the last hurrah of 2016 racing!
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The Green Day regatta on September 24th was a success with three races. Special thanks to Dan Cajacob
for volunteering to do committee duty for us. Five boats participated and I will announce the winner
publicly at the Oktoberfest celebration this weekend.
Thank you again to everyone who participated in the racing program this year. Whether you raced a boat,
crewed for someone else, attended a seminar, or volunteered to do committee duty, BLSA thanks you!
None of this happens without your involvement and I personally want to say thank you for a great season.
In March, I outlined my desire to make this the year of sailing education through racing. I believe we have
accomplished that and, more importantly, made camaraderie the foundation of our program. Thank you
again, I hope to see you on October 1st, and I hope to see even more of you on the starting line in 2017!

Communications Matt Cunningham — Moonshadow — Catalina 22 — Hanna Creek, Slip #66
Here we are again; it’s that time of the year when our sailing-related conversations turn from “I’m going to
do…” to “I did…” or “I wish I had…”
After two seasons on the lake, I’m realizing how fast the season moves from anticipation, to all-too-brief
enjoyment, to reflecting back and building anticipation for next year.
How do you explain that to a non-sailor? Heck, how do you explain that to a sailor whose home port
doesn’t run dry five months out of the year?
As I sit here fighting an early fall cold (hooray for weather shifts), I’ve come up short on words that would
describe the magic of our brief summers on the water. But happily, you’ve done a great job telling the
story, in pictures rather than words.
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The following images were submitted into this year’s photo contest by Skyp and Jana Harmon, Bill Beglin,
and Charlie and Catherine Dehne. When you’re looking for a way to describe sailing – and the unique
world that is sailing at Brookville – pull these up on your screen and share them. The old cliché is true:
some pictures are indeed worth a thousand words.
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Nicole Holtkamp — Down Payment — Hunter 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 47

Time sure does fly when you are having fun. Where did this year go?? Can you believe we just had Labor Day
and our Annual Pig Social weekend? It seems like yesterday we were fighting a storm during the sock burning.
But, maybe it is because we have fought storms and rain all season long and the pig social was no exception.
Luckily, the rain moved out right before supper was served, and I wasn’t stuck eating pulled pork for 70. I
want to give a thank you to Maribeth and Shari for hosting this year’s event. The pig was great (thanks to Jay’s
Midlake), but the company was fantastic.

As we start to winding down the social season, don’t forget we still have Oktoberfest, the Chili Cook-off and
the Annual Banquet. There is still plenty of time (and events) to spend with your fellow club members before
we all go into hibernation for the winter. Goodbye tan lines. Hello Vitamin D deficiency.
October 1st – Oktoberfest @ 6pm at Hanna Creek – The famous Clark’s marinated chicken and Paul’s
homemade pretzels will be the top billing at this event.
October 8th – Chili Cook-Off @ 6pm below Ainsley’s in the party room – Calling all closet Top Chef’s this
is your time to shine. Prizes will be awarded to the top chili in the traditional, non-traditional category and to
the overall people’s choice grand champion.

Attention No-Wake Zone Anchorers: at some time over the past 1-2 weeks, one of the dead trees
in our favorite anchorage was lost. Former home to the dog-walking beach, and more recently the sign-post to
direct new boaters. “Three Trees” is now “Two Trees”.
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BLSA Annual
Banquet
Join us for BLSA’s Annual Banquet
Saturday, November 12th, 2016
Hueston Woods Lodge
5201 Lodge Road, College Corner, Ohio, 45003
Join us for cocktails (cash bar) and hors d'oeuvres @ 6:00 pm followed by dinner at 7:00 pm. The
cost is $30.00/person for adults and $10.00/person for kids. Please mail your meal selection and
payment to me by November 1, 2016:
Nicole Holtkamp
5569 Partridge Circle
West Chester, OH 45069
If you wish to continue the party after the awards banquet, contact Hueston Woods and reserve your
room now. Just ask for the block of rooms for Brookville Lake, and you will receive a discount. This
discount goes away October 7th.

Dinner Choices:
Entrées Include: Tossed Greens / Chef’s Vegetable of the Day / Oven Roasted Potatoes / Roll
Assortment / Chef’s Choice of Dessert/ Choice of Beverage
Hand Cut N.Y. Strip - 12 oz. N.Y. Strip Dressed with Maitre’d Hotel butter
Chicken Allouette - Chicken Breast Deep Fried Golden Brown Stuffed with Garlic Infused Cheese
served with Whole Grain Mustard Cream Sauce
Fresh Salmon - Pan Seared Fresh Salmon Topped with a fresh Pineapple Salsa
Vegetarian Entrée Includes:
Tossed Greens / Assorted Rolls / Chef’s Choice of Desert / Choice of Beverage
Fire Roasted Vegetables - Roasted Vegetables Served over Pasta with Herbed Balsamic Sauce
KIDS MEAL – Chicken Tenders and Fries
Looking forward to seeing you at Hueston Woods State Park for the Annual Banquet!

Newsletter Editor

Sharon Hughes — Heron— O’day 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 46
BLSA.News@gmail.com

