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From The Helm— Commodore Scott Webb
Design First — Beneteau First 285 — Hanna Creek, Slip 73
make sure no one claimed the slip when Masters
left. We asked Dave to renew it while we
figured it out, and reimbursed him for the cost.

Big Changes at Hanna Creek!

Commodore Webb

Calendar

I remember the weekend at the lake, probably
around this time in 2014. We had just completed
the Small Boat Dock, and one evening, we
Then the lobbying started. With Bob Felix
pulled it up into what was the empty slip at the
retiring, we had a new Lake Manager, and
corner.
reached out to him with our idea. He liked the
idea in principle, and agreed to let us transfer the
As a few of us brought chairs down and sat
slip from the Masters to BLSA.
around telling stories in the evening, the idea of
a creating a permanent “social area” on the
Throughout 2015, we began researching ways to
Hanna Creek docks was hatched.
fill in the slip we now controlled. It had been
done at Kent’s Harbor, and another former
The slip was empty, because our old friend and
Commodore, Bill Beglin, was familiar with the
past Commodore, Dave Masters, had pulled his J process. The Board, with the help of Bill and
-24 for the final time. As many of you know,
Paul Hemker, did some estimating on the
slips at Hanna Creek cannot be transferred.
construction. We decided to start raising money.
Once someone leaves, the slip it goes back into
the list of open slips for next season. The Board And once again, people stepped up. After our
decided that the Social Dock idea was one worth successful silent auction of a few years prior, we
pursuing so the first thing we had to do was
decided to try it again at the 2015 Winter
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Banquet. Cathi Ege, Suzanne
Clark, Ron Stevens, and others
sent out requests for
donations, and the response
was fantastic. Lots of cool
items were donated, from
vacation cabins, to dinners in
members’ homes. And people
bought them. Through the
generosity of the donations
and those who purchased
them, we raised nearly $2500
that night.
Every spring, the Commodore
and Harbor Master arrange a
meeting with the Lake
Manager. David Forrester and
I met Scott Crosley this
spring, and continued our
lobbying for the social dock.
Telling him we were ready to
proceed, we asked if the lake
would consider waiving the
slip fee. To our delight, he
agreed. No more paying for
the slip, and we were ready to
build.
Or so we thought. After
receiving a bid from the
company that created the dock
at Kent’s, it was evident we
were short of money. Back to
the drawing board.
We reached out to Merco, the
company that supplied the
components for the small boat
dock. As it turned out, they
had prefabricated dock frames
stacked in their yard that in the
right combination, would
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serve our purpose. And he
offered a 10% discount.
We’re back on track.

people. Contributions, large
and small, have resulted in
something we can all be proud
of, and will enjoy for years to
come.

The Board held a special
meeting on the docks, and
unanimously approved the
expenditure to proceed. A
check was mailed, and a
couple weeks later, the
components were delivered to
Paul’s shop in New Paris.
Last month, I sent out a call
for volunteers for a couple
work sessions and once again,
people stepped up. Without
asking for RSVP’s, people
came out in force. We had
skilled and unskilled
volunteers, all the tools we
needed, and even a Bobcat to
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There is still one more way
you can be involved and
support the dock: the “Buy-A
Board” campaign is in full
swing. Check out the
information here in the
newsletter, or fill out a form at
an upcoming event.
the former slip to prepare for
the frames. The following
weekend we assembled the
frames and floats, and placed
them on the slip before a
storm chased us away. The
following weekend, we met
again to install the decking.

Once again, thank you to all
involved. It’s truly been an
amazing experience to work
with so many generous,
talented, organized people
who do it all for the love of
the club.
See you at the lake.

An on-the-spot engineering
change left us with some extra
lumber. Once we had the
decking in place, Ben Parsons
suggested that we could use it
to build a bench, and got right
to it. Within an hour, we had
a bench and eliminated the
question of needing a handrail.
This weekend, we’ll finish a
few loose ends, and the project
will be complete.
move the frames around. (big
thank you to Skyp and Jana
Harmon)

While I have tried to mention
a few of the people involved
in this endeavor, it is truly a
testament to BLSA as a whole.
The first weekend, we stripped What an amazing group of
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Communications Matt Cunningham — Moonshadow — Catalina 22 — Hanna Creek, Slip #66
We have a golden opportunity as the Brookville sailing season enters its best and final months.
You may have noticed, as I have, that people are
spending time on the new social dock and its convenient
bench (thanks again to the dock building crew for that
beautiful addition!). I’ve seen some people resting there
post-sail, and others parking there with their belongings
as they get ready to head out with friends. True, the
parties we’ve held on this new addition have been great,
but I think the real value of the social dock may be in its
serving as our “third space:” that neutral gathering place
between our non-lake origins (i.e. work, home, the car in
the parking lot) and our private destinations (i.e. our
sailboats). In much the same way as cafes and coffee
shops fill the role in our landlocked life, third spaces tend
to be the avenues through which new ideas are shared and
new connections are made.
So here’s where I’m going with this concept: We have
created a third space in the world that is the Hanna Creek
dock. Quite a few of the slip renters – many of whom
have been on Brookville for years – are not BLSA members. We now have a place where we’re much more likely to interact
with these sailors, so I propose that we make the most of it.
I encourage you, challenge you, and cheer you on to do some “guerilla advertising” by way of the social dock. Here’s how it
can work:
Instead of having post-sail drinks or snacks in somebody’s
cockpit, take the cooler a few steps over to the social dock and set
up there. Bring out a few folding chairs. There’s room for you,
your cooler, your friends and a few kids or dogs, so make full use
of the space.
But here’s the kicker: When someone walks by – ESPECIALLY
someone you don’t recognize – say hi and strike up a
conversation. Heaven knows we’ve all got a common topic we’re
eager to discuss. There’s no need to push the club on nonmembers; just be inviting,
friendly and open to
expanding your social-dock
based mini-party. When the
topic of conversation rolls
around to club activities,
simply mention a few of the reasons why you enjoy being part of BLSA, and then see
where the conversation leads.
I’ve already heard of two instances where non-member slip holders met club members on
the social dock, hung out for a drink, and ultimately expressed interest in joining our
ranks. These are the kind of interactions that grow our club in a genuine, grassroots
fashion, and this new space we’ve created is tailor-made for promoting these interactions.
It’s not that common anymore to see people putting the time and effort into building
clubs, social organizations or other such institutions that used to underpin a healthy social
life. We’re an anomaly in that sense, in that we have members who are willing to put
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Nicole Holtkamp — Down Payment — Hunter 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 47

“Volunteers are not paid – not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless.”
It has been a busy month. Since July 30 th, we have had the 1661 Social, the Shrimp Boil, BVI night and a Beer Tasting. And we
still have more season left. I could barely keep up with everything going on over the past month. Thankfully, the team of
volunteers that keep these events going week after week have been fantastic!!
I want to give a big THANK YOU to the members listed below. You make
my job possible.
1661 Social – Tim and Tracy Fry
Shrimp Boil – Lana and Scott Elliott
BVI – John and Ashli Slawter & Nelson and Chelsea Mead
Beer Tasting – Scott and Annie Webb & Bill Beglin and Patty D’Arcy
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John Slawter — Uno Mass — S2 7.9 — Hanna Creek, Slip 71

It has certainly been a wet and wild August for BLSA Racing! The Back to School Regatta was rained out
completely, the Willy T Regatta was limited to two races, and the Bartender Regatta only saw one race
before a monsoon with 60 mph winds hit. Nevertheless, we have had a blast and more boats continue
show up on the racecourse.
Ten boats braved a dismal forecast at the Willy T Regatta on AUG 20th. Another new boat, Lee Monroe’s
“Coup de Vent” (S2 7.9) joined us on the water. Congratulations on your first race with BLSA and
welcome to the fleet! Although we only completed two races, it was a fantastic day of very fast racing on
a relatively long course. The heavier boats tend to shine in those conditions and that, coupled with some
serious racing skills, is how Bill Beglin’s “Past Behavin” took honors—congratulations on your first brag
flag of the season! Cut Throat took 2nd place and Yeti, who is quickly moving up the season series scoring
chart, took 3rd place.
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August 27th was our designated make-up day this year and we rescheduled the Bartender Regatta on that
day. Five boats braved another iffy forecast, including another new boat, “Settle Down,” a beautiful new
Catalina 275 Sport owned by Bill Settle. Congratulations and welcome to BLSA racing! Nelson Meade
was kind enough to serve committee duty and returned everyone to the safety of Hanna Creek after just
one race. One race may not constitute a regatta, but that doesn’t mean we can’t give a brag flag to “Settle
Down” who staged a dramatic come from behind win. Congratulations to you and your crew Bill. Again,
“Cut Throat” came in 2nd and “Incognito” came in 3rd after Skyp and Jana made some quick repairs after
the Willy T weekend.
The best part of the racing season is still ahead of us! Everyone’s favorite event, the Pig Regatta, will be
on SEP 10-11. Please keep in mind that we start a little earlier to get as many races in as possible--the
skippers’ meeting is at 10:00 am both days. This two day event is always very well attended and I hope
to beat the record set just last year with 15 boats participating. The Tacy Family and Strictly Sail have
been gracious enough to serve committee duty as well as serving up flying hot dogs and hamburgers
between races again (if you haven’t seen this, it might be worth it to come out just for that). There are
great prizes up for grabs and coffee and donuts will be served each morning. Join us on Saturday, attend
the Pig Roast that night, and then back out again on Sunday for a great weekend of racing.

BLSA Pig Regatta 2016
SEP 10 and 11
- 0900 Registration / Coffee / Donuts
- 1000 Skippers’ Meeting
- 1100 First Race

1st Place Awards:
BLSA Pig Regatta Brag Flag and Silver Spinnaker
Insulated Cooler Tote
- 14x15x8 for a case of beer or 9 wine bottles
- Embroidered with BLSA Pig Regatta 2016

2nd Place and 3rd Place Awards:
Silver Spinnaker insulated lunch box
- 10x10x3.5 for lunch on the water
- Embroidered with BLSA Pig Regatta 2016
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Rounding out September and the 2016 racing season will be the Constitution Regatta on September 17
and the Green Day Regatta on September 20. Thank you to everyone who has participated so far and I
hope to see 20 boats on the water for the Pig Regatta!

Saturday, September 17

11:00 am Constitution Regatta

Saturday, September 24

11:00 Green Day Regatta

Newsletter Editor

Sharon Hughes — Heron— O’day 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 46
BLSA.News@gmail.com

