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Calendar 

The start of the season.  For  the last couple 

years, the start of the season happens that first 

weekend in May.  It seems like the calendar 

favored us this year, with the Lake officially 

opening April 29.  While I am excited that it’s 

here, it sure feels like I lost a week of getting the 

boat ready.  I believe I am not alone.  Looking at 

recent Facebook posts, and talking to club 

members, it seems many of us are still getting 

the bottom painted, getting our new stickers, and 

finding everything we need to get things started. 

 

This time of year I am always reminded of a 

piece of wisdom I got nearly 20 years ago, from 

my friend David Forrester (our current 

Harbormaster).  David came over to help me rig 

my first boat in my driveway.  I got my first boat 

through a trade of an addition design for a tired 

old Interlake (a simple 18’ open cockpit racing 

sloop).  David suggested we find the quickest 

path to the water, saying “When it’s in the 

driveway, it’s a project.  When it’s in the water, 

it’s a boat”. 

 

I have been contacted quite a bit recently from 

new sailors, and people with new boats.  How do 

I paint the bottom of the boat when it’s still 

sitting on the trailer?  Can I raise the mast when 

the boat is on the water?  Can someone help me 

rig my boat? 

 

My answer is always the same.  Bring it to the 

lake, join the club, and get it in the water.  Help 

is available.  There are no stupid questions, and 

sailors are amazingly generous with their time 

and knowledge.  There is a wealth of sailing 

knowledge among BLSA members.  Don’t be 

shy.  Ask for help.   

 

Over the next couple weeks, hopefully all of our 

projects will become boats once again.  And 

when they do, we are all reminded why we do 
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this.  It’s a glorious day when 

we first cast off our dock lines 

and head out on the lake.  

Raising the sails, falling off 

the wind, and feeling the boat 

power up for the first time of 

the season is one of my 

favorite moments.  We are 

back. 

 

And while sailing is what 

brings us to the lake, it is truly 

only part of the experience.  

Returning to the docks, we are 

reminded that it is the people 

we share this passion with that 

makes the season what it is.  

This time of year we 

reconnect with friends we 

have seen only sparsely over 

the winter. We see how the 

kids have grown, check out 

everyone’s off-season 

upgrades, meet the new 

sailors, and check out the new 

boats.   

I am excited that we have a lot 

of new families again this 

year, just starting what us “old 

salts” know can be a lifelong 

endeavor.  We all remember 

those first summer days; 

nervousness, leading to 

exhilaration as we learn to 

harness the wind.  Our first 

attempts at docking or 

anchoring.  As each new 

season begins, we are 

reminded of those feelings 

once again. 

 

And time slows down.  

Whether you are starting your 

career, juggling work and 

family obligations, or even 

retired, we all take things a 

little slower at the Lake.  

 

And I, for one, can’t wait. 

 

See you at the Lake! 

The Eagles are Thriving (New Kid(s) in Town) 

 

BLSA Summer Sailstice and Wine Tasting  
– Bill Beglin and Patty D’Arcy 

 

Founded in 2001, Summer Sailstice is the global sailing holiday celebrated on 

the weekend closest to the summer solstice, connecting the global sailing 

community in a multifaceted and multi-location sailing holiday.  Every year, 

Summer Sailstice unites over 19,000 sailors all over the world—cruisers, 

racers and recreational—to celebrate and showcase life under sail.  The event 

has expanded to include participants from Asia, across the Americas and 

Europe.  

 

See more at: http://www.summersailstice.com/2015-yacht-club-

invite#sthash.5JZP4qwR.dpuf 

 

We'd like to invite you to our Summer Sailstice celebration happening on June 

18, 2016 - 6:00pm.  Our annual wine Tasting will occur that evening.  Please 

see more and RSVP at: http://www.summersailstice.com/event/blsa-summer-

sailstice-wine-tasting 

 

By signing up for the Sailstice, you also have the chance of winning sailing-

related prizes. 

http://www.summersailstice.com/2015-yacht-club-invite#sthash.5JZP4qwR.dpuf
http://www.summersailstice.com/2015-yacht-club-invite#sthash.5JZP4qwR.dpuf
http://www.summersailstice.com/event/blsa-summer-sailstice-wine-tasting
http://www.summersailstice.com/event/blsa-summer-sailstice-wine-tasting
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Racing Director       John Slawter — Uno Mass — S2 7.9 — Hanna Creek, Slip 71 

The best time of the year is almost upon us!  May is definitely the time to put the finishing touches on your off-season projects 

and, finally, get the boat wet again.  I am really excited about the BLSA racing season—we have a lot planned and many of you 

have shown interest in the racing program.  To help you plan, the racing schedule is listed below.  Also, please RSVP to 

john.slawter@gmail, if you are interested in one of our instructional programs.  Particularly if you are new to racing (or sailing 

for that matter), please let me know if you would like to attend the Novice Racing Seminar on June 5.  I would like to tailor this 

program to the audience so you get the most out of it. 

 

In the spirit of education, a key theme for this year’s program, here are some things to consider while you are still on the hard.  

This is by no means an exhaustive list, but may give you some ideas as you prep for the season. 

 

Safety:  While the mast is still down, this is the per fect time to inspect your  r igging.  In par ticular , look for  frays or  kinks 

in the wire and also check where they terminate (the mast and the chainplates).  The termination points are the most likely spot 

to fail so look closely at the fittings (T-ball, toggle, etc) for signs of cracking or corrosion.  Your halyards get very little credit 

throughout the season but, I assure you, they are a critical component.  Inspect them and their sheaves/blocks to ensure they are 

secure and running smoothly.  Also scrutinize your spreaders and address any issues with your lights—keep in mind that the 

issue is often at the connector rather than the wiring inside your mast!   

 

Rig Tuning:  You might think this one only applies to racers but you might be surpr ised by the per formance of your  

boat when your rig is set-up correctly.  First, and this one should probably go in the safety category, take a look at your 

chainplates and their connections to bulkheads.  A boat on Lake Erie lost its rig two years ago as a result of bulkhead failure (not 

rigging failure), stemming from leaking chainplates that rotted them out.  This is unlikely to happen, but most of us have boats 

with balsa wood or some other type of core that will rot (not “can” but “will” rot) and eventually fail—now is the best time to 

check them!  You can find rig tuning guides for most boats online (here is an example for the S2 7.9 -  

http://www.doylesails.com/downloads/DoyleS279TuningGuide.pdf.   

 

The basics are to ensure the mast is square in boat by using a halyard to measure down to the chainplate and tighten the rig 

evenly  to keep it that way.  A tension gauge can be very helpful to ensure they are equal and is a “must have” if you want to 

follow the tuning recommendations of your manufacturer.  If you have two sets of shrouds, the uppers will generally be tighter 

than the lowers. 

 

 
 

I can’t wait to see everyone at the lake this summer.  Please take a look at the schedule below and pick an event (or events!)—

we have several opportunities for beginners, 10 regattas, the Pig Regatta, and a couple of fun races that I am sure you will enjoy.  

See you on the starting line! 

mailto:john.slawter@gmail
http://www.doylesails.com/downloads/DoyleS279TuningGuide.pdf
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Racing Lingo – Even more unfamiliar sayings… 

 

In the last instructional article, we discussed components of a sailboat.  We are going to take it a step further by de-mystifying 

some of the things you hear on the water and on the racecourse.  Again, you will find this “language” new and confusing at first.  

With time on the water however, it will become second nature and you and your crew will spend less time talking and more 

time winning! 

 

Points of sail 

Seems easy enough, I’m going upwind or downwind, right?  Almost—here is a quick diagram that describes each point of sail 

with its corresponding name.  You might hear someone say they are “in irons,” which means that the boat is directly into the 

wind.  In this situation, you may not have enough boat speed to steer and the only thing you can do is let the sails out, allow the 

wind to force the boat backwards, steer to one side or the other (like parallel parking), allow the wind to fill either side of the 

sail, then sheet-in and start to sail again. 

 

 
 

Verbal Commands 

Communication is key whether you are racing or not.  If nothing else, it will keep you from getting hit in the head with the 

boom or swept off the boat in an uncontrolled jibe (here we go again—what’s a “jibe” anyway?).  I have found that there are 

many versions of these commands so let this be a guide for you to discuss with your skipper.  If you watched the America’s cup, 

you may have heard “tacking in 3, 2, 1, here we go!”  If you and your crew are good with that, go for it, but for the rest of us, 

here is a primer: 

 

Tacking – “Ready About!”  is a preparatory command to aler t the crew that the helmsman will be tacking (changing 

course while sailing upwind).  This gives them time to prepare the sheets and shift crew weight (ie. get off the rail if they were 

hiking).   The helmsman does not tack until everyone is ready and some crew will respond with the same phrase or “ready.”  

“Hard Alee” or “Helms Alee” is the command of execution.  At this point, the entire crew is aware that a course change is 

happening and can avoid being hit by the boom as the wind fills the other side of the sail. 

 

Jibing – “Prepare to J ibe!” is a preparatory command to aler t the crew that the helmsman will be jibing (changing 

course while sailing downwind).  This gives them time to prepare the sheets, shift crew weight, and prepare the spinnaker pole 

if one is in use.  This also gives the mainsheet trimmer time to pull in the mainsheet to reduce the distance the boom will travel 

when the jibe occurs.  Many sailors refer to this as a controlled jibe—particularly in heavy wind, it is more comfortable to 
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control the boom and then let it back out after the jibe.  A jibe can be somewhat violent so I highly recommend controlling the 

boom with the mainsheet, particularly with newer sailors on board.  “Jibe Ho!” or “Jibing!” is the command of execution.  At 

this point, the crew is aware that a course change is happening and can avoid getting hit by the boom as it travels from one side 

to the other. 

 

“Come up” and “Fall off” (who thinks this stuff up?  I really don’t want to fall off the boat…) 

You will often hear people say “come up” or “fall off” while sailing upwind.  You know from the points of sail that a boat 

cannot sail directly into the wind.  This is a problem if the point you are sailing to is, in fact, directly upwind (this is the case in 

the first leg of almost every sailboat race).  So the idea is to find the sweet spot where you are making progress toward that point 

(or mark) and moving as fast as possible.  You may find yourself sailing really fast but not heading toward the mark.  This is 

when you should “come up,” meaning point the boat more up-wind (also known as “closer” to the wind).  If you overdo it, 

however, the boat will slow down as you start to face the wind (although it is not always obvious with so much wind in your 

face-literally).  In this case, you should “fall off,” meaning point the boat more away from the wind to allow more air to fill the 

sails.  You will often hear sailors talk about how “high” a boat can sail, meaning how close to being “in irons” they can go and 

still have a lot of speed (ie. J-24s can sail very high).  The design of the hull, sail trim, rig tuning, angle of heal, and a thousand 

other factors contribute to where that sweet spot is—resulting in a near constant discussion of whether to “come up” or “fall 

off.”  These terms are also very handy when communicating on the boat.  For instance, when approaching another boat, the 

crew can help their helmsman avoid a collision by telling him or her to “come up” or “fall off.” 
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Social Director        Nicole Holtkamp —  Down Payment — Hunter 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 47 

How hard does the wind need to be blowing to keep sailors from having a party?   
 

Well, we learned during our Annual Sock Burning, that the wind has to be stronger than it 

was that day.  Even though the weather forecast called for 30/40 mph wind gusts, 39 

members decided it was worth braving the weather to usher in the new season.  I want to give 

a special thank you to Mike Chrisman and Bill Ralston (Escape) for hosting this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is coming up next?  Chris and Sharon Hughes (Heron) are hosting the “Welcome Back”  

picnic at Hanna Creek, Saturday, May 14th.  This event will start at 6:00pm. 

 

J’s Restaurant will cater our fried chicken dinner; free for all BLSA members.  The 

menu includes: fried chicken, JoJo fries, Cole slaw, rolls and homemade 

dessert.  (Paper products provided). 

 

We’ll eat in the Hanna Creek circle.  Picnic tables are available but you may want 

to bring towels or your own chairs.  As always, bring your own beverages.  

 

Please RSVP to BLSA.News@gmail.com or via Facebook by Thursday, May 12th. 

 

And let me be the first to welcome everybody back to the lake! 

mailto:BLSA.News@gmail.com
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Communications    Matt Cunningham — Moonshadow — Catalina 22 — Hanna Creek, Slip #66 

Got a tip? Share it! 

 

My grandfather, who got me hooked on sailing, also infected me with an interest in old cars. He’s not the most expressive 

person in the family, but some of my most meaningful memories involve puttering down farm roads in a 1912 Maxwell, or 

getting my hands as dirty as his as we tried to root-cause a sticking brass check valve in an oiling system almost older than our 

combined ages. 

 

I’m a member of the Horseless Carriage Club of America, and just received their April newsletter. In it, one of their board 

members wrote a beautiful, but bittersweet editorial calling on members to document and share the tips and tricks they use to 

keep their century-old automobiles in running form. A car club focused on very old cars attracts a membership of a certain, 

ahem, vintage, and tips hard-won by trial and error are all too easily lost, simply because no one thought to ask for the details. 

 

This got me thinking about the prep work we’re all diving into this month. The diversity of our club’s experience levels has 

already saved me from a number of costly missteps as I prep the C-22 for this season, but I suspect I’m like a lot of us: 

regardless of how much I learn, there will always be some aspect of sailing and sailboats that I have yet to figure out. Someone 

has trialed-and-errored his or her way through a problem I have yet to encounter, and I’ve done the same for someone else. 

 

So I’d like to ask you to share the tips, tricks, and oddball solutions you’ve discovered that make preseason maintenance easier, 

less expensive, and more effective. Email your ideas to me at mcunningham78@gmail.com, or post them on the club’s 

Facebook page. If we get enough responses, I’ll work with our website team to record these in a “tips and tricks” archive that is 

easily accessible to all club members, now and into the future. 

 

I’m impressed by many the helping hands I’ve received over the past year with the club, and hopefully this will be a way to 

store and share our vast amount of collective sailing knowledge. 

Why Try Racing? - By Matt Cunningham 

 

I can’t wait for May. 

 

My wife, Angela, and I purchased our Catalina 22, 

Moonshadow, halfway through last season, and it feels 

like we barely tapped into everything the lake - and BLSA 

- has to offer. As soon as the lake is open, we’ll be in our 

slip, chatting up friends about cookout plans and loading 

the boat with gear for starry nights anchored back in a 

cove. 

 

But along with our plans for casual sailing, I’m also eagerly prepping the boat for this season’s regattas. 

 

I know racing can be a polarizing thing in the sailing community. Like any sport, there’s always the risk someone’s going to 

take things too seriously. But I participated in a few of the club’s regattas last year, and didn’t experience any of that. In fact, 

there’s an aspect of regatta sailing that surprised and captivated me, and it’s the main reason I’ll be chasing the fleet around the 

buoys in my slow little boat this season. I wanted to share it with you, in the hopes that it might pique your interest with a 

different perspective on the competitive side of our sport. 

 

There has been plenty written about how racing makes you a better sailor, so I’m not going to belabor that point beyond 

confirming that it’s true: I significantly shortened my learning curve while trying to get up and down the course as fast as 

possible.  

 

And I’ll also vouch for the camaraderie of taking part in the regattas. Even though my boat and I were usually at the caboose 

end of the train, so to speak, the other racers warmly welcomed me. All of the other racers. I’m happy to report that the current 

BLSA regatta fleet is a place where I can scratch the competitive itch without the egos, attitudes, aggression and conflict that 

seem to come along with the “snotty yachtie” racer stereotype. 

mailto:mcunningham78@gmail.com
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Web Master    Mike Chrisman — Escape — Catalina 250 — Hanna Creek, Slip #68 

[Continued]...But here’s what really got me hooked on regatta sailing:  

 

When I’m working my way around the course, negotiating wind shifts and milking each puff for a little extra speed, time stands 

still. Every sense is turned up to the max as I try to balance the boat against the ever-shifting breeze. My mind is laser focused: 

Should I tack to stay in pressure? Can I make the mark if the wind shifts? Sure, I can sail hard when I’m cruising around, but 

the closed course and ticking stopwatch become creative restrictions that amplify the experience tenfold; it’s a flow-state I can’t 

experience anywhere else, even on the best day of casual sailing. 

 

I have a lot of fun cruising aimlessly around the lake.  And I’m very happy that my slow little boat makes for a cozy getaway 

with friends. But when I think about sailing in the off season, my mind keeps going back to those hyper-focused moments when 

things went very right on the race course. 

 

Racing in our club is fun. If it’s ever crossed your mind to try it, I sincerely encourage you to do so in 2016. For an even easier 

entry point, volunteer to crew for a racer; there’s always someone looking for extra hands at the pre-race meeting. Ask 

questions, and come at it with an open mind. Whether you race for a day or the rest of your sailing lifetime, this will open your 

eyes to a whole different side of the sport. I hope you’ll give it a shot. 

Sailing the Net…by Chris Hughes, Heron  

A couple of years ago Sharon and I started thinking about 

retirement.  We thought it might be fun to sell everything, 

buy an RV, and see America.   

 

As I researched full-time RVing, I came across a YouTube 

channel produced by a young couple who are doing just that.  

They are not retired but they are living full-time in a 

motorhome and working as they travel.  Their names are 

Jason and  Nikki Wynn and their YouTube channel is “Gone 

with the Wynns” (www.GoneWithTheWynns.com).  Jason is 

a professional photographer and Nikki is a make-up artist.   

 

Why do I tell you this?  Because Jason and Nikki have 

decided to get out of their land-based RV and into a boat – a 

sailboat.  They have just purchased a Leopard 41 catamaran 

and now they are “learning the ropes”.  You may find it as 

interesting as I do to follow their adventures as they learn the 

language, the systems, the rules, and the skills of live-aboard 

ownership. 

 

Their videos are well made. They are not so professionally 

slick that they look like commercial productions.  They look 

There has been a major change to the BLSA website, but not much you’d notice from the outside.  The www.BLSA.us site has 

been moved to its new host: GoDaddy.com.   

 

The site is up and running with the new host.   I've spent some time updating the pages and links since they had to be re-directed 

to new locations on the new server.  I'm still cleaning up files and deleting some of the unused items.  It's tedious after several 

years of saving items!  I just ask that if members see any dead links or find errors, please let me know.   

 

Of course, I'm just a guy who posts content that is mainly generated by others, so if members have suggestions or photos that 

they would like to include please let me know.  I'll do my best to accommodate everyone. 

like really good home movies.  And these people are 

seriously cute to watch.  I can’t wait to see how their cats 

make the transition from motorhome to boat. 

 

If you are interested go to their web page or 

www.YouTube.com and check out some of their videos. 

 

If you have a YouTube channel or a website you think may 

be of interest to the BLSA community send the information 

to our Newsletter Editor (BLSA.News@gmail.com).  

Perhaps “Sailing the Web” can become a regular feature for 

those of us who don’t “surf”. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.acclaimclipart.com/free_clipart_images/clip_art_silhouette_of_a_sailboat_0515-1102-1512-4814.html&ei=Y3sQVcSENIShNvyjg4AI&bvm=bv.88528373,d.eXY&psig=AF
http://www.gonewiththewynns.com
http://www.BLSA.us
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Harbormaster Update        Dave Forrester —  Aurora — Bavaria 27 — Hanna Creek, Slip 52 

Newsletter Editor       Sharon Hughes —  Heron— O’day 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 46 

                 BLSA.News@gmail.com 

Blogs from my first big solo sail, a 4-month cruise through the Keys and the Bahamas in 2008, have been 

uploaded to the www.BLSA.us website.  I’m sharing them with the hope that they might stir dreams of 

adventure and empower others to expand their horizons.  
 
I sailed on Aurora which was built in 1985 by Bavaria yachts of Germany.  She was built for the rugged 

conditions of the North Sea, construction certified by Lloyds to meet the highest shipbuilding standards in 

the world.   

 

Some trip information: sailed 1200 miles, at an average speed of 6 mph, using 47 gallons of fuel (I can run 

the engine for close to 5 hours on one gallon of fuel... amazing!).  I also lost 7 pounds and remained tattoo free.  

 

Social Dock Update: The Commodore and I had a very productive meeting with the Lake Manager , Scott Crossley, this 

week. 

 

After agreeing to the concept of the Social Dock Infill last season, this week we got his approval to proceed.   And even better, 

he has agreed to waive all future rental fees for the slip! 

 

Scott, Dennis Weber, and the rest of the staff at the Lake Office appreciate the continual efforts of the Club to improve the 

facility at Hanna Creek.  We gave him our Calendar, and look forward to seeing him at some of our social events this season.  

Be sure and introduce yourself, and thank him for his support. 

Hailing all Catalina 22s!!! 

by Andrew Thaler 

 
When one thinks of North Hollywood, California, sailing probably doesn’t come to mind.  But in 1969 that is where the first 

Catalina 22 was built.  Designed by Frank Butler, at the time he envisioned only 100 boats would be made.  Since then, more 

than 16,000 have been produced, and on that journey the design became one of the first inductees into the American Sailboat 

Hall of Fame.  You can be certain wherever sailing is taking place, chances are a C-22 – or several – are nearby. 

 

Last season, ten C-22s were slipholders at Hanna Creek.  Some of these owners are completely new to sailing.  Others have 

crewed a few times in the past but only recently purchased their first boat.  And some have sailed their entire lives and the C-22 

fits where they are in life.  What we all have in common is the love for a boat that is, well, forgiving.  Its temperament matches 

our own and responds patiently as we grow with experience.  It eases the fears of our companions, whether family or friends, 

and teaches all who step aboard.  

 

So what do you do when you have a fleet of C22s? You hold a one-design race! 

 

Grab your beer, your screaming children, your 35 year-old jib (like mine), and we’ll design a course 

no more complicated than the diamond on our mains.  No confusing rules, no shouting over 

penalties, no racing experience necessary.  The goal is to enjoy an afternoon on the water with as 

many C-22s as possible.  Non-BLSA members are equally encouraged to participate. 

 

If interested, please e-mail me at athaler@taftlaw.com. O nce we have a sufficient list of 

participants, I will follow-up with the group to coordinate available dates and provide more details. 

 

http://www.BLSA.us
mailto:athaler@taftlaw.com

