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Calendar 

And now it’s Winter 

 

September flew by (but without the sailing 

we hope for).  October had the best wind of 

the season, but most of us were wrapping up 

our boats for the season.  Randy and Janice 

seemed to get in the sailing the rest of us 

missed (and posted their days on Facebook 

for us all to enjoy vicariously – or 

begrudgingly).  November had us gathered 

for the Banquet, Thanksgiving came and 

went, and now it’s 3 weeks to Christmas? 

 

So for the remaining weeks of 2016, we will 

all be busy shopping, preparing for 

travelling or hosting, and all the excitement 

that goes with the season.  

 

Last year at this time I made some 

suggestions for gifts for the sailors on your 

list: anything with your boat name on it is 

good.  There is still time to give a gift to 

Hanna Creek and help the Club with the 

purchase of a personalized deck board on 

the social dock.  Send your information to 

the club email, and we’ll handle the rest.  

And you don’t have to wrap it.  

 

I announced at the Annual Banquet that 

Skyp Harmon will be taking over for John 

Slawter as Race Director, but that we had 

two positions open; Membership Chairman 

and Secretary. 

 

By the end of the evening, Maribeth Meltzer 

volunteered to take over the membership 

position.  Later in the week, Jay Schindler 

reached out and offered to take over as 
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scribe.  Once again, I am 

impressed and grateful that 

BLSA sailors offer their 

time and expertise when we 

put out a call. 

 

I also announced that I will 

stay on as Commodore 

another season.  Just be 

clear… the “Commodore 

for Life” bit was a joke.  

Nevertheless, I am honored 

and humbled to remain in 

the position for another 

year and appreciate the 

support.  Not to mention 

the generous compensation 

package and benefits. 

 

I would like to take this 

opportunity to offer my 

sincere thanks once again 

to our outgoing Board 

members, John Slawter, 

Tim Fry, and John Clarke.  

Each of them have had a 

profound effect on the club, 

not only in the service of 

their respective positions, 

but also as invaluable 

voices who help shape the 

season and the direction of 

the club at large. 

 

Once the holidays are over, 

the Board, new, and 

outgoing members, will 

meet in January to get 

started on the 2017 season.  

Once again, we have great 

mix of new and long-time 

BLSA members to chart 

our course.  David Forrester 

and I are returning as the 

“old salts”.  Thanks to 

Nicole, Nelson, and Matt, 

for returning and 

representing the first new 

wave, and Jay and Maribeth 

as our freshman recruits.  I 

am looking forward to 

working with all of you. 

 

So…Light a fire, make 

your lists, direct your 

family members to order 

your monogrammed, shirts, 

towels and cocktail glasses 

or Strictly Sail gift 

certificates.  When the 

holidays are behind us, we 

can start looking forward to 

next season. 

 

As we start to plan 2017, 

your comments, 

suggestions, and ideas, are 

always welcome.  Someone 

should suggest a bonus for 

a Commodore if he lasts 

three seasons… just a 

thought. 

Social Director        Nicole Holtkamp —  Down Payment — Hunter 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 47 

What an amazing year it has been.  Thankfully, I survived my first year being social director.  Even though at one 

point if the weather didn’t improve, I was sure I was headed toward impeachment.  But, the clouds parted and 

warmer air blew in.  The weather was not my friend, but our members who volunteered to host events always 

persevered and provided us a great social season. 

 

The final event of the season was a success.  Our annual banquet at Hueston Woods, was the highlight of the year.  

We had 55 members show up to celebrate the 2016 sailing season.  Awards were given, stories of the past year 

where shared, and talk of the 2017 season started.  Once again I want to express my gratitude for all those that 

hosted social events this past year, and hope that I can count on you in 2017.  

 

What is next?  It is time for some change.  And, with the support from the 

board, we will be making some changes to our social events next year.  

Once the Christmas decorations are put away, it will be time to start 

planning.  During the banquet I asked those who were in attendance, 

“What is your favorite social?”  Those votes have been counted, and will 

be taken into consideration when I plan the upcoming season.  I look 

forward to laying out my plan to the board at our January meeting, and 

then sharing with you at our Winter Social. 

 

May the rest of the year bring you joy and happiness. 
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Racing Director       John Slawter — Uno Mass — S2 7.9 — Hanna Creek, Slip 71 

The 2016 Racing Season was a great one.  We completed 10 Regattas and 31 individual races with 21 different 

boats—a fantastic turnout!  The best indicator of success is the new racers that joined us this year.  Six new boats 

raced at least one race in 2016:  Bill Settle on “Settle Down,” Andy and Nicole Holtkamp on “Down Payment,” 

Maribeth Metzler on “Ocean’s Daughter,” Lee Monroe on “Coup de Vent,” John and Jay Schindler on “Miss 

Behavin,” and Charlie and Catherine Dehne on “Lilac Rain.”  Each of them will receive a one year subscription to 

Sailing World magazine as a token of our appreciation—thank you for joining us and I hope to see you out there 

again next year. 

 

Congratulations again to Dan CaJacob and the crew of “Cut Throat” 

for winning the club championship this year.  They were incredibly 

consistent all year, going wire to wire in first place throughout the 

season.  Additionally, Dan served on committee duty and, as 

always, John Dorner was always first to lend a helping hand with 

the committee boat.  Thank you for contributing so much to every 

aspect of BLSA and congratulations on a great season of racing! 

 

I also want to recognize Paul Hemker for winning the Pig Regatta 

this year.  Paul nearly had a clean sweep that weekend, winning five 

of seven races and placing second in the other two.  We all know 

how well Paul races his Freedom 21 (or any boat for that matter) but 

you may not be aware of how much he has helped me the last two years.  Whether it was mechanical/technical 

advice on the inner workings of the committee boat, assistance with race administration, the kids “learn to sail” 

program, or just support to me as the race director, Paul has always been there.  I can’t thank you enough, Paul, for 

your friendship, mentorship, and support during my tenure as race director and as a racer on Brookville Lake. 

 

It’s easy to see a consistent theme in the BLSA racing program—comradery through competition.  It has been a 

pleasure serving as race director because so many people pitched in to help.  All of our members, whether racers or 

not, participated, volunteered, and supported me over the last two years and I want to thank all of you.  As we close 

2016, I am proud of the progress we have made and I’m really excited to have Skyp Harmon serving as race director 

next year.  He has a wealth of experience and I can’t wait to see the direction he takes the program.  Just as 

Christmas is suddenly upon us, spring will be here before you know it.  I look forward to seeing all of you putting up 

masts and washing hulls.  Most of all, I look forward to seeing all of you on the starting line in 2017! 

 

We have had a great racing season at BLSA this year!  Like much of the season, Mother Nature threw us a few 

curveballs in September but we have made the most of it.  Eleven boats participated in the Pig Regatta and we had a 

blast with four races on day one and three more races on day 

two.  I have said it before but I will say it again, thank you so 

much to the entire Tacy family and Strictly Sail!  You, once 

again, went above and beyond by hosting the regatta, serving 

committee duty, and service lunch on the water!  I was also very 

happy with the results, which proved that a boat sailed well, 

regardless of handicap, can be competitive and win races.  

Congratulations to Paul Hemker and the crew of his Freedom 21 

who won five of the seven races and placed second in the other 

two!  Rounding out the top three this year were Dan Cajacob’s 

Cut Throat and Incognito with Skyp and Jana Harmon onboard.   

 

Thank you to everyone who participated! 
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Calling All Cooks!  Cathi Ege 

Earlier in the season, discussion was held on 

creating a BLSA Cook Book.  Interest seems to be 

high, and I am willing to do the coordination, but I 

need to get your commitment to proceed. 

 

Any one that is willing to submit recipe's needs 

to commit by Jan. 1st.  

 

Please submit at least four recipes (each person), as we need 200 recipes  to do the cookbook.  The deadline for the 

actual recipes is March 1st.  These dates will make it possible to have the book ready for the Welcome Back Party. 

 

Here are some possible categories: 

Appetizers and Beverages Soups and Salads Side Dishes and Vegetables Main Dishes 

Meals at Anchor/Rafted Up  Cooking on a Sailboat Breakfast   Desserts 

The Chili Cook Off Contenders 

 

Feel free to contact me with questions:  513-307-6510 or cathiege20@gmail.com (send the recipes to this email). 

These  pictures show the effect that the lowering of the lake to winter levels, has on the Silo/Barn Foundation field 

just south of the Fairfield ramp.  On the day the pictures were take the lake was -6ft vs. summer pool.  Keep this in 

mind when sailing next summer!  - Phil Nagel 

mailto:cathiege20@gmail.com
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Boats for Sale  For better or worse, several BLSA Members have boats for sale.  

Time to upgrade?  Time to get your friends involved with sailing?  Take a look… 

 

1985 Freedom 29' (no trailer). $22,000. Sailed in 

fresh water only. Head and shower, kitchen, sleeps 6, 

sails in good condition (spinnaker included), boat 

refurbished 3 years ago. Will deliver. 

 

Call Paul Hemker @ 937-437-7261 

 

Jack Warndorf drove to New Bern, NC, and picked up his new 

San Juan 21 at the factory.  The boat is 42 years old, but in great 

condiction.  She won numberous trophies (Club Champion three 

years) and is a fine sailing vessel.  Due to Capt. Jack’s passing 

earlier this year, she is for sale.  Includes a trailor and many 

sails.  Would love to see her go to a deserving family (sleeps 4) 

and will take best offer.  Roberta Warndorf: 513-738-3375, 

okeana1@gmail.com  

CATALINA 250 Water Ballast --- 

1996 Original owner, always stored 

inside, trailer, electric start outboard, 

enclosed head, pop-top canvas 

enclosure with windows and screens, 

galley sink, single butane burner, 10 

gallon water tank, large cooler, 

navigation and cabin lights, 

completely equipped in sail away 

condition, $15,800.  

 

Call Max Keck (513) 236-7648. 

tel:(937)%20437-7261
mailto:okeana1@gmail.com
tel:%28513%29%20236-7648
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Tracy Ann – 1992 Catalina 28 Mk I Tall Rig – $25,500 

Tim and Tracy Fry have lavished love, energy, and money on 

this boat since June 2011.  They are the second owners, the 

first having bought her new from Strictly Sail.  She has 

received outstanding maintenance and upgrades over the 

years.  Tim even did a snazzy rope-wrap on the wheel.  

Amenities include complete set of cabin and cockpit 

cushions, built-in ice box, and cabin carpet.  Over the years 

they have added many upgrades. 

 

She is currently in winter storage at the Strictly Sail storage 

yard on her cradle (included).  Please contact Tim Fry for 

more information or to meet at the storage yard and take a 

look.  Please contact Tracy Fry to close a deal. 

 

Tim Fry – (513) 570-6570, Timothy.Fry@udri.udayton.edu  

Tracy Fry – (513) 518-8886 Tafry@cinci.rr.com  

Perception Sport Rhythm 11.0 Kayak 

Purchased in 2012. Had it in the water 2 or 3 times 

before finally fulfilling my longtime dream of owning 

a sailboat.  

Kayak is 11' 1". Has adjustable seat and foot braces. 

Stern hatch and bulkhead. Comes with a 220 cm 

paddle, Harmony travel cover (shown on it) and spray 

shield, Malone J loader and tie downs for car rack 

transport. I'll even throw in the wall holders you see it 

in. Its registration is good through March 1, 2018. 

Easily $800 worth of kayak and gear. A steal at $400.  

Maribeth.Metzler@gmail.com      

1997 Seaward 23.  Diesel inboard with <300hrs.  Wheel 

steering.  Trailer with surge brakes.  Big sail locker.  Very well 

maintained and stored indoors.  Plenty of extras.  Currently 

listed at $13,999.  Rare trailerable boat with a diesel.  

 

Blaise Gatto, bg777001@ohio.edu  

mailto:Timothy.Fry@udri.udayton.edu
mailto:Tafry@cinci.rr.com
mailto:Maribeth.Metzler@gmail.com
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Newsletter Editor       Sharon Hughes —  Heron— O’day 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 46 

                 BLSA.News@gmail.com 

1982 Oday 23 – Heron - $4,500 US 

  

Includes a 9.8hp Nissan electric start outboard and 2-axle 

Shorelander trailer. 

 

Previously owned by the Brierleys, the Hugheses have enjoyed 

sailing her since 2002.  The literature says she sleeps five, but two 

adults is comfy and +1-2 kiddies would be cozy.  Great started or 

ender boat.  Stowable galley makes more seating room.  Portable 

head.  Extended boarding ladder for ease in getting out of the 

water. 

 

She has lots of little projects on the “to do” list, but is ready to 

sail tomorrow (we last sailed 10/7/2016).  Another proven race 

winner (Club Champion 2008) and dearly loved weekend cottage. 

 

Call Chris – 513-703-0988 

As you can see from the previous ad, Chris and I are leaving 

our sailing days on the shore for a while.  Time and family 

commitments too often conflict with our leisure time, and it’s 

time to get to the projects we’ve ignored for several years.  

We’ll be back, at least as non-sailboat-owning members, 

probably bumming a ride (we’ll bring beverages and treats) and 

definitely enjoying some social time.   

 

This is also my last issue as your newsletter editor.  I’m 

handing over the reins and the flash 

drive to Matt Cunningham who, I 

am sure, will add his own spin on 

this publication.  I’ve enjoyed this 

job, but I could not have done it 

without the willing (or coerced) 

participation by our article writers.  

Thank you.  Please say “yes” if 

asked to provide a story! 

 

I now understand the saying that the two happiest days of a sailor’s life are the 

day you buy a boat and the day you sell her.  Still, it made me a little misty to 

see her driving away from Hanna Creek for the last time.  But remember: 

Friends come and go, like the waves of the ocean, but the true ones stay, like an 

octopus on your face.  Fair winds and following seas… 


