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Calendar 

And now itôs Winter 

 

September flew by (but without the sailing 

we hope for).  October had the best wind of 

the season, but most of us were wrapping up 

our boats for the season.  Randy and Janice 

seemed to get in the sailing the rest of us 

missed (and posted their days on Facebook 

for us all to enjoy vicariously ï or 

begrudgingly).  November had us gathered 

for the Banquet, Thanksgiving came and 

went, and now itôs 3 weeks to Christmas? 

 

So for the remaining weeks of 2016, we will 

all be busy shopping, preparing for 

travelling or hosting, and all the excitement 

that goes with the season.  

 

Last year at this time I made some 

suggestions for gifts for the sailors on your 

list: anything with your boat name on it is 

good.  There is still time to give a gift to 

Hanna Creek and help the Club with the 

purchase of a personalized deck board on 

the social dock.  Send your information to 

the club email, and weôll handle the rest.  

And you donôt have to wrap it.  

 

I announced at the Annual Banquet that 

Skyp Harmon will be taking over for John 

Slawter as Race Director, but that we had 

two positions open; Membership Chairman 

and Secretary. 

 

By the end of the evening, Maribeth Meltzer 

volunteered to take over the membership 

position.  Later in the week, Jay Schindler 

reached out and offered to take over as 
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scribe.  Once again, I am 

impressed and grateful that 

BLSA sailors offer their 

time and expertise when we 

put out a call. 

 

I also announced that I will 

stay on as Commodore 

another season.  Just be 

clearé the ñCommodore 

for Lifeò bit was a joke.  

Nevertheless, I am honored 

and humbled to remain in 

the position for another 

year and appreciate the 

support.  Not to mention 

the generous compensation 

package and benefits. 

 

I would like to take this 

opportunity to offer my 

sincere thanks once again 

to our outgoing Board 

members, John Slawter, 

Tim Fry, and John Clarke.  

Each of them have had a 

profound effect on the club, 

not only in the service of 

their respective positions, 

but also as invaluable 

voices who help shape the 

season and the direction of 

the club at large. 

 

Once the holidays are over, 

the Board, new, and 

outgoing members, will 

meet in January to get 

started on the 2017 season.  

Once again, we have great 

mix of new and long-time 

BLSA members to chart 

our course.  David Forrester 

and I are returning as the 

ñold saltsò.  Thanks to 

Nicole, Nelson, and Matt, 

for returning and 

representing the first new 

wave, and Jay and Maribeth 

as our freshman recruits.  I 

am looking forward to 

working with all of you. 

 

SoéLight a fire, make 

your lists, direct your 

family members to order 

your monogrammed, shirts, 

towels and cocktail glasses 

or Strictly Sail gift 

certificates.  When the 

holidays are behind us, we 

can start looking forward to 

next season. 

 

As we start to plan 2017, 

your comments, 

suggestions, and ideas, are 

always welcome.  Someone 

should suggest a bonus for 

a Commodore if he lasts 

three seasonsé just a 

thought. 

Social Director        Nicole Holtkamp ñ  Down Payment ñ Hunter 23 ñ Hanna Creek, Slip 47 

What an amazing year it has been.  Thankfully, I survived my first year being social director.  Even though at one 

point if the weather didnôt improve, I was sure I was headed toward impeachment.  But, the clouds parted and 

warmer air blew in.  The weather was not my friend, but our members who volunteered to host events always 

persevered and provided us a great social season. 

 

The final event of the season was a success.  Our annual banquet at Hueston Woods, was the highlight of the year.  

We had 55 members show up to celebrate the 2016 sailing season.  Awards were given, stories of the past year 

where shared, and talk of the 2017 season started.  Once again I want to express my gratitude for all those that 

hosted social events this past year, and hope that I can count on you in 2017.  

 

What is next?  It is time for some change.  And, with the support from the 

board, we will be making some changes to our social events next year.  

Once the Christmas decorations are put away, it will be time to start 

planning.  During the banquet I asked those who were in attendance, 

ñWhat is your favorite social?ò  Those votes have been counted, and will 

be taken into consideration when I plan the upcoming season.  I look 

forward to laying out my plan to the board at our January meeting, and 

then sharing with you at our Winter Social. 

 

May the rest of the year bring you joy and happiness. 
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