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From the Helm:  
Scott Webb  
Commodore 

The Countdown begins. 

With Christmas and New Year’s in our wake, Spring is on the 
horizon.  As I write this, we are about to have a Winter Social, but 
the sun is out and it’s near 60 degrees.  Not to say we won’t have 
some more cold weather, but for now it seems the groundhog was 
wrong, and winter is winding down.  

And so begins phase one of boating season: thinking about boat 
projects.  Are you looking at catalogs or thinking of a trip to 
Strictly Sail yet?  Is this the year to finally lubricate those winches?  
What about that unpredictable mast light? Some of those lines 
could use replacing (or at least a good soaking).  Is this the year to 
upgrade my sail?  And of course one we all share: bottom paint.  
Touch up or recoat?  Scrape or sand?  As unpleasant of a job as 
that can be, I’m starting to get excited about it. 

I know of a couple club members who have boats for sale.  Has 
anyone made an upgrade in the off-season?  I recall a few of you 
thinking wistfully of your next boat as last season ended. 

As always, this is a busy time of year for the Board, as we plan for the season.  We had a great kick-off 
meeting, hosted by outgoing Race Director John Slawter that included incoming and outgoing board 
members as we execute the smooth transfer of power.  

We have set the calendar for the year with the racing and social schedules.  We have established our 
annual budgets, and set some goals for the year. The club is in good standing financially, and the 
board has decided to keep the dues at last year’s levels.  My idea that we raise the dues $2.50 every 
year instead of $10.00 every four died for lack of a motion….and the Treasurer doesn’t want to have 
to keep a roll of quarters on his boat to make change; too much additional weight for racing. 

As you will read elsewhere in the Mainsheet, we have a lot of new things in the works for this season, 
including a completely revamped Social Calendar with new events.  The Racing program is in good 
hands with Skyp Harmon taking over.  Seems we got a two-for-one deal with Jana getting involved 
too. 

It’s too early to start procrastinating on your boat projects.  In February, we are all still convinced we 
can get them all completed before the lake opens in May. 

See you at the lake. 

 

!2

The calendar is… 
Interactive! 

Thanks to webmaster Rose 
DeJarnette. the BLSA social 
and racing calendars are 
now in the Google Calendar 
format. By going to 
BLSA.us and selecting the 
Calendar link, you can view 
the updated calendar and 
add it to your personal 
online calendar.  

Visit BLSA.us or contact 
Rose DeJarnette if you have 
any questions.

http://blsa.us
http://blsa.us
http://blsa.us
http://blsa.us
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Meet Your Board 
The BLSA board of directors for 2017 includes several new members, many of whom are relatively 
new to the club. We asked them to share a few words about themselves, and how they found their 
way to Brockville and BLSA. Feel free to contact any of us with questions, concerns and ideas. 

Scott Webb 
Commodore  

Design First (Benetau First 285) - Hanna Creek Slip 73 

I am an Architect in Oxford Ohio, who began sailing small boats with my daughter nearly 20 years 
ago, and have been an active member of BLSA for the past 15 years. I started sailing when I took an 
18’ Interlake racing sloop in serious need of repair in trade for some design work. I immediately fell 
in love with sailing and moved on to other boats, owning a Compac 23 before spending a couple years 
sailing a Hobie 16. I then purchased a Catalina 25, named her LeHannah after my daughter, and 
spent a wonderful 10 years sailing Brookville Lake and becoming a part of BLSA. 

About 10 years ago, I met Annie Martinez and invited her to go sailing with me. We started racing 
together and are past BLSA racing season Champions. We married on a sailing trip to the BVI, and 
have since upgraded to a Beneteau First 285 and look forward to a many more years of racing & 
social events in “Design First.” 

Matt Cunningham 
Communication Coordinator 

Compass Rose (Catalina 22) - Hanna Creek Slip 66 

I’m happy to be returning for my second year as your communication coordinator,. My wife, Angela, 
and I live in Cincinnati, where I work for a small nonprofit and she works as an interior designer. 
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Commodore 
Scott Webb  
scott@scottwebbarchitect.com 
513-368-8274 

Vice Commodore/
Membership Coordinator  
Maribeth Metzler 
maribeth.metzler@gmail.com 

Racing Director 
Skyp Harmon 
jumper951@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Nelson Mead  
nelson.mead@usbank.com 
74-403-1872 

Secretary 
Jay Schindler 
schnidjay@gmail.com 

Communications 
Coordinator  
Matt Cunningham 
mcunningham78@gmail.com 
513-519-0962 

Social Director  
Nicole Holtkamp  
NHoltkamp@castellinicompan
y.com 
859-609-3590 

Harbormaster  
David Forrester 
dlforr3@aol.com 
513-255-3605 

Webmaster  
Rose DeJarnette  
R.DeJarnette@hotmail.com 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Brockville Lake and BLSA have become our summer home-away-from-home for the past tow years, 
and I’ve been thrilled to get back on the water after a very long hiatus from sailing. 

I cutely nautical teeth sailing an AMF Puffer (think Flying Junior with too little sail) and a Hobie 14 
on the Rappahannock River in Virginia. Work moved me to the Cincinnati region in 1999, and plans 
to tow a boat out here and find a lake to sail on didn’t come together until 2015, when Angela and I 
had a chance to charter a 30-footer for a day sail during an anniversary trip. With the fire rekindled 
and a willing partner in crime, it was only a matter of time before we found BLSA, found a boat, and 
found our summer weekends filled with sail-camping and racing. 

I come into this role wth a background in journalism and technical writing, and I hope to keep 
making the Mainsheet a vehicle for you to share your thoughts on sailing, glorious photos, and other 
information that you’d like to share with your club. Don’t be a stranger! 

Skip Harmon 
Race Director 

Incognito (O’day 272) - Hanna Creek Slip 70 

Jana and I both grew up in Hamilton, Ohio and graduated from Hamilton Taft High School in the 
early 70s.  Jana and I met in 1973 and got married in 1976; this year will be our 41st anniversary. 

We have two children, both are engineers: Matt, 39 who resides in South Carolina and Robyn, 33, 
resides in Pennsylvania, just north of Baltimore.  

We live on Jana’s family’s farm on Morman Rd. in Hanover Township. We have farmed for over 40 
years; we raise hay and are currently developing a grass-fed beef herd of Galloway cattle. We have 15 
cows and calves, 4 ponies, 2 beehives, and a sweet old dog named Hazel.  

Our other endeavors, I worked for Champion Papers as facility manager, built 2 houses, remodeled 
our rentals, and did combined carriage driving along with building cross country jumps for Pony 
Club.  Also, I coached little league with Matt. Jana has been a floral designer, running her shop for 32 
years. She was a boy scout leader with Matt and a Pony Club District Commissioner with Robyn. 
Currently, we own and operate Venice Pavilion Antiques in Ross, Ohio. 

So, you might ask where the sailing fit in. I started sailing with a Snark and Sunfish as a kid at Acton 
Lake. When Matt was two, I bought an 18-foot Hobie Cat and we sailed on Acton Lake, Lake 
Michigan and became members at St. Mary’s Boat Club. That pushed me on to a 25’ Catalina, and we 
started racing every weekend and enjoying everyone at the club. I became vice commodore and 
commodore for several seasons. I also completed the Power Squadron’s Safety and Navigation Course 
at that time. While we were members, we traveled to the North Channel above Lake Huron several 
times, enjoying the beautiful islands of granite and the crystal clean water. We also sailed Lake 
Michigan after Robyn was born. She was 6 weeks and Matt was 6 when we sailed out from Saugatuck 
and up the coast to Charlevoix, then on to Beaver Island in fog so thick it was all by the compass. We 
sailed back to Leland the following day in 10’ waves on a beam reach with 25 knot winds. The next 
season, we sailed across Lake Huron, from Hammond Bay to Meldrum Bay on Manitoulin Island. It 
took about 9 hours for the trip, but we hit a squall in the Mississauga Straights, lost power to our 
motor and “got pooped on,” but made it to harbor and had a great trip. After that experience we 
found ourselves sailing our O’day 272 in the fall and installing an inboard in the spring. We sailed 
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with our kids as they grew up until their sports got in the way, and then she sat and waited for us 
until two seasons ago.   Our boat has been in and out of the water for the last 30 years, but now 
Incognito found a home at BLSA and so have we. I try to do all my own repairs and maintenance, so 
if you need help just ask. 

Nicole Holtkamp 
Social Director 

Down Payment (Hunter 23) - Hanna Creek Slip 47 

West Chester, OH, is where is I call home, but not where I am from. I grew up in a small town in 
south-central Kentucky, and relocated to this area 10 years ago.  As a child I remember sailing with 
my dad, but it wasn’t until he retired that we became a sailing family.  My dad is the reason I started 
sailing, my husband is the reason I still sail.  On one of our first trips home to “meet the dad,” my dad 
took us out sailing.  From that point on, Andy was hooked.  While saving for our first home and 
planning a wedding, Andy was given an opportunity to purchase our boat.  To this day, he wouldn’t 
admit he actually took down payment money from our house fund to buy the boat…but he did.  
Hence, why our Hunter 23 is rightly named, Down Payment.   

Two summers ago, I accepted the job as your Social Director.  I love to throw a party, so I figured it 
would be the perfect part to start giving back to a great group of sailors that welcomed two newbies 
into their fold.  It is a privilege to serve alongside of this board, as we continue to shape the future of 
the Brookville Lake Sailing Association.  See you at the lake.  

Nelson Mead 
Treasurer 

Yeti (J24) - Hanna Creek 

Ahoy! 

Chelsea and I are all settled into our new home in Anderson, and are looking forward to spending a 
lot more time on the lake this summer! When I can’t be out sailing, I work as a Commercial Lending 
Underwriter for US Bank, so taking on the role of treasurer again this year to keep track of the BLSA’s 
Budgets, and make sure that our bills get paid on-time comes naturally. 

I took advantage of the warmer weather this winter to assist my father with outfitting his new 
Beneteau 36.7 to race on Lake Erie this summer. I grew up sailing there, and enjoy getting back up to 
Catawba Island each season to race with old friends. I don’t have much additional maintenance 
planned for my J/24, YETI, before launching this May, so I hope to be able to document some of my 
work for a future Mainsheet Submission. 

See you at the dock! 
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Maribeth Metzler 
Vice Commodore/Membership Chair 

Ocean’s Daughter (Catalina 27) - Hanna Creek Slip 65 

Hi there BLSA! I'm your new Vice Commodore. I'm the one you'll hear from about membership 
matters (chiefly dues). But before we get to that, here's a bit about me. 

I'm a relatively new sailor. Last spring, I purchased my Catalina 27, which was a step up from the 
Precision 165 that I had owned for a few seasons. I loved the 165, but my family grew by a partner 
and two dogs. The 165 wouldn't hold all of us, not comfortably anyway. So Shari and I, along with 
Tango and Jackson, sail Ocean's Daughter. You can find us at Hanna Creek, slip 65.  

Prior to purchasing my first boat, I had been in love with the sea and sailing for decades. Sort of 
strange for a land-locked Hamiltonian, but it's true. I first saw the ocean in the summer of 1976 on a 
trip to LA. I was instantly hooked. Not really sure why or how I got the sailing bug, but I loved it 
before I ever set foot on a sailboat. There's something in me that loves tradition, and sailing is the 
most traditional, elegant way to be on the water. I guess that's what drew me in. The first time I sailed 
was on the 12 meter America's Cup boats in St. Marten, and I was completely hooked. While my 
racing record in BLSA events isn't great, I've sailed Canada II and True North to victory over Stars 
and Stripes. So, my 12 meter record is 2-0. 

To support my sailing habit, I'm a professor at UC. I've been a prof for 23 years, and probably will be 
for several more. My area is Communication, with specialties in Public Relations and Ethics. I also 
direct the Communication department's Internship program. 

My goals as Vice Commodore are to grow our membership so that more people get turned on to 
sailing, and to do whatever else is needed to help BLSA members. On the personal side, I want to 
become a very proficient sailor so that one day I can sail from our home in Venice, FL, to Key West, 
and then out to Bermuda, all by myself, because Shari says she will not leave the sight of land. She'll 
fly out to meet me. 

Jay Schindler 
Secretary  

Miss Behavin’ (Hunter 26.5) - Hanna Creek Slip 68 

In October 2015, my son, Jon, and I became partners in a sailboat and joined BLSA in 2016. This was 
a father / son venture and we had a great time meeting the BLSA members and sharing our 
enthusiasm for sailing. One year later…I’m on the BLSA board serving as Secretary. That wasn’t the 
plan necessarily, but there was an opening to serve. 

During the workweek, I function as Area Director and Sr. Consultant for Oliver Group, a 
management consulting firm based in Louisville, Kentucky. We help organizations acquire and 
develop top talent. I’m based in Dayton, Ohio, a quick 1 hour, 15-minute drive to Brookville Lake. 

I’ve been sailing for nearly 45 years. I started teaching myself how to sail on small Super Snark and 
Sunfish Sailboats in the upper peninsula when I was about 12 years old. As Jon was growing up, he 
shared my passion for sailing, and I taught him how to master the Super Snark and Sunfish as well. 
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In 2014, Jon and I made our first trip to Brookville Lake to take a sailing lesson with Strictly Sailing. 
We both had a growing appetite for something larger than a Sunfish. In 2015, Jon and I became ASA 
101 and 103 certified in Traverse City Michigan on a Hunter 31. Later that year we bought Miss 
Behavin’, a Hunter 26.5 sailboat that was on consignment with Strictly Sailing. 

One of my big goals last season was to learn more about the regatta boat race competition. Jon and I 
jumped in and learned a ton. I have much more to learn, and will need to add some racing 
accessories in time, but I had lots of fun learning the process (and enjoyed some great teachers, I 
might add). In 2017, I’m looking to crew for anyone who has a spinnaker. I look forward to serving 
the BLSA membership as the Board Secretary this next year, and will keep you updated on Board 
related activities. I’m looking forward to a great 2017 season! 
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Announcing: the 2017 BLSA Social Calendar 
Nicole Holtkamp 
Social Director 

To improve is to change; to be perfect is to change often. - Winston Churchill 

Over the past year I have been listening to your suggestions, counting your votes, and now it is time 
for a little change in our social program. There are some changes coming to the 2017 social schedule.  
Your voting at the banquet helped determine what is happening to your calendar.   
 
The group decided that the “Cheeseburger in Paradise” party is their favorite.  Don’t worry, there are 
no changes to the Cheeseburger event, except maybe my recipe for margaritas and daiquiris.  
 
Based on the remaining votes, here is your 2017 Social Schedule. 

(Photos from 2017 BLSA Winter Social) 

April 22nd – Sock Burning 

May 27th – Homecoming (formerly Welcome Back) 
and yes, there will still be JoJo Fries. But, I am going to 
throw in a couple of surprises. We are moving this to the 
Saturday of Memorial Day weekend. Some of this decision 
was based on weather, in hopes we won’t be freezing. Plus, 
we want more of your boats in the water. Last year, not 
even half of the marina was full.    

June 10th – Family Day  

June 18th – Father’s Day Potluck Breakfast This event 
will be held before the Father’s Day Regatta like every year 
before, but this year it will be a potluck on the social dock.   

June 24th – Summer Sailstice Wine and Art Night What 
goes better with wine than a little art?  And who better to make 
some amazing art, than a few tipsy sailors? 

July 8th – Cheeseburger in Paradise Time to start shopping 
for some new gear – Parrot Heads are encouraged. 

July 29th – Raft-Up  

August 5th – Seafood Fest This is an event combining two of our favorite things: the Shrimp Boil 
and the Painkillers. And hopefully, some of Bill Ralston’s Conch Fritters (they were seriously 
amazing last year.) 

August 26th – Raft-Up 
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September 16th – BLSA Family Picnic (Formerly the Pig 
Roast) This will be held Pig Regatta weekend, but the goal is to 
make a family fun event.  So imagine your family picnic’s – corn 
hole, giant Jenga, games and, of course, BBQ.  Since the Pig 
Regatta is a two day sailing event, we hope to show a movie after 
the picnic for all those who will be staying overnight to race the 
next day.  

September 30th – Oktoberfest/Beer Tasting I haven’t come 
up with a name for this event, but what goes better with German 
food than good beer. So, why not have them together.   

October 14th – Chili Cook-off 

November 11th – Year-End Celebration  

In addition to the changes in events, there will be changes to some of the event times.  We might start 
earlier when it is getting dark earlier, or later to avoid some of the mid-summer heat. This upcoming 
year it is going to be important to stay connected with the events on the Facebook page or via the 
emails that are sent to all members. If you haven’t been receiving our emails, please contact Matt 
Cunningham, our Communication Coordinator, at mcunningham78@gmail.com. He’ll make sure 
you’re added to the club’s mailing list. 

If you have any ideas on how to make these events even better, please let me know. I look forward to 
a great 2017 year! 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It’s That Time of Year: Renew Your BLSA 
Membership Today 
Maribeth Metzler  
Vice Commodore/Membership Chair 

Sailing season is upon us!  

In addition to asking for the blessings and favor of the wind gods, 2017 dues are now due. We have 
lots of fun, some new social events planned for this year (see Nicole’s article here), as well as racing 
and seminar events on the calendar. We plan to be active around the picnic circle and active on the 
water. It’s going to be a great year! 

Last year, you supported the building of the 
social dock. I think we all agree that it’s a 
wonderful addition everyone enjoys. Now, 
we’re thinking about how to get a bit of shade 
on that dock…Member support makes these 
things happen. 

There is NO increase from last year’s dues 
levels:  

- Admiral’s Club $225  

- Family $115 

- Single $60 

- Associate/Remote $25  

Please fill out the membership form on our website (www.blsa.us); we use that info to complete our 
membership booklet; people like being able to put names with faces and boats (I’m searching for a 
picture to use this year.) Once you’ve completed the form, mail your check, payable to BLSA (if you 
make it payable to me, I will assume you are making a generous contribution to my ongoing sprucing 
up of Ocean’s Daughter).  

Please mail checks to: 
7106 Brightwaters Ct. 
Liberty Twp, OH 45011  

If you want to save the stamp, I will be at the Winter Social at Dingle House on Feb 18, and will be 
happy to thank you in person for your dues payment. 
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Buy-a-Board Fundraiser Continues 
The buy-a-board fundraiser, which started at the end of the 2016 season, generated a good response 
from club members. Boards are still available for you to adopt; in fact, if club members adopt five 
more boards, we’ll be able to earn quantity pricing for the board plaques, meaning more of the funds 
we’ve raised will go directly to supporting club resources. Fill out the following sheet and send it to 
Treasurer Nelson Mead, as per the instructions below: 
 

!   
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The 2017 BLSA Racing Program 
Skip Harmon 
Race Director 

This year’s race program will be very 
similar to the last two years’ programs. 
It will include 11 regattas, two skills 
sharing regattas, the annual Pig Regatta, 
and a youth day/dingy regatta. There 
will be an emphasis on getting in some 
longer races. 

The skills sharing regattas, previously 
known as novice racing skills seminars, 
are intended to move the training from 
the seminars onto the racecourse and to 
give our newer racers a chance to learn 
from more experienced mentors. In 
these regattas, skippers who won 
regattas in 2016 will be asked to mentor 
other sailors on a different boat. 
Winning skippers who decide to sail 
their own boat in one of these regattas 
will not be scored. The year-end scoring 
for these regattas will be dual (i.e. Matt 
Cunningham, with Dan CaJacob as 
mentor, wins 1st place in a race. Both 
Matt and Dan - and their boats - would earn 1st place points toward year end scoring). These regattas 
are being held to pass on critical racing skills to novice sailors and expand the fleet, so please plan to 
participate. 

Race day will normally be Saturday at noon, with the skippers’ meeting at 11am. Races may be 
delayed till Sunday if better weather is expected. This will be at the discretion of the race director, 
and racers will be notified by email and/or text message. 

Scoring and throw-outs will be the same as last year. The two-day Pig Regatta will not count toward 
year-end scores. 

I am looking forward to organizing some sort of youth sailing program for kids under 16.  Sons, 
daughters, grandkids, nieces, nephews, friends… please spread the word to anyone who might be 
interested, and we will hopefully get them going around the marks in little boats. This is ambitious, 
and I will need help.  So jump in and help! 
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2017 BLSA Race Calendar 
• MAY 20TH - SPRING TUNE-UP REGATTA 

We will count this race for year-end points if four or more boats 
participate. There will not be awards for this regatta; it’s just a reason 
to get your boat launched. 

• JUNE 3RD - CLEAN BOTTOM REGATTA 

• JUNE 10TH - FAMLY/YOUTH DAY WITH DINGY RACES 

• JUNE 17TH – FATHER’S DAY REGATTA 

• JUNE 24TH - SUMMER SAILSTICE PARADE OF BOATS: 
The parade will begin with a dock start at Hanna Creek Marina. The 
horn will blow at 12:30 p.m. and the flotilla will parade past Kent’s 
Harbor, turn at the Fairfield Causeway buoy, then parade past Kent’s 
Harbor en route to Hanna Creek for a social event to follow. Fly your 
burgee flags! 

•  JUNE 25TH - FIRST SKILLS SHARING REGATTA  
See Skyp’s article on pg.# for rules for the skills sharing regattas. 

• JULY 8TH - PARROT HEAD REGATTA 

• JULY 9TH - JULY 28TH RACE BREAK  
We are hoping to organize a flotilla to venture to the North Channel in 
July. This is truly one of the most beautiful cruising grounds in the 
world; this is a sailing trip you will not forget. If you’re interested in 
learning more, contact Skyp and Jana Harmon. 

• JULY 30TH - SECOND SKILLS SHARING REGATTA 

• AUG 5TH - WILLY T REGATTA 

• AUG 19TH – BACK-TO-SCHOOL REGATTA 

• AUG 26TH – BRIDGE-TO-BRIDGE REGATTA 

• SEP 2ND - MAKEUP DAY  

• SEPT 9TH - CONSTITUTION REGATTA 

• SEPT 16TH & 17TH - PIG REGATTA!! 

• SEPT 30TH - LAGER RACE  
We will have beer on ice waiting for the fleet when we return to Hanna Creek. 

• OCT 7TH - DIRTY BOTTOM REGATTA 
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Interested  in becoming 
a race officer? 

Eagle Creek Sailing Club and 
the Indianapolis Sailing Club 
are hosting a one day Club Race 
Officer seminar in Indianapolis 
at the ISC clubhouse on 
Saturday March 11, 2017. 

The course will cover all aspects 
of running a race from NORs 
and SIs to course setup, 
starting, finishing and scoring. 

To register, go to the following 
US Sailing website, scroll down 
to the ECSC seminar on 3/11/17 
and register: 

 
http://www.ussailing.org/race-
officials/find-a-seminar/race-
officer-seminar-calendar/ 

http://www.ussailing.org/race-officials/find-a-seminar/race-officer-seminar-calendar/
http://www.ussailing.org/race-officials/find-a-seminar/race-officer-seminar-calendar/

