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From The Helmñ Commodore Scott Webb 
Design First ñ Beneteau First 285 ñ Hanna Creek, Slip 73 

Calendar 

Can you believe itôs already July?  The 

true centerpiece of summer.  For many 

of our young families, the last school 

year is behind us, and itôs too soon to 

think about the next one.  Save for a few 

stragglers, our boats are in and summer 

doesnôt get any better.  The water is 

warm and BLSA is bustling with 

activity.  Weôve had wind for two of the 

first three race weekends, hosted a very 

successful family day with Strictly Sail, 

and drank a little wine.  Life is good. 

 

In this, my second season as 

Commodore, I truly could not be happier 

with the state of the club.  Membership 

continues to grow as each weekend 

seems to bring new families and new 

boats. Each weekend I see veterans 

lending a hand and some advice to 

novices as they learn about rigging and 

sailing their boats.  Last weekend we 

had two renaming ceremonies, 

welcoming ñCompass Roseò and 

ñOceanôs Daughterò with offerings to 

the gods of the wind and water, and a 

little wine and champagne to the 

participants.  

 

I am happy to report that participation in 

the racing program is stronger than ever. 

Thanks to our Race Director, the 

program has developed into a wonderful, 

supportive, opportunity for members to 
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learn about their boats, 

improve sailing skills and 

enjoy a little friendly 

competition.  The Novice 

Seminars have been well 

attended, and people 

seem to truly appreciate 

Johnôs ability to 

demystify racing and 

make it a fun learning 

experience.  Itôs fantastic 

to see people join us on 

the course the flowing 

weekend. 

 

Next up we have the 

Anchoring & Rafting 

Seminar.  Another great 

addition to the club, this 

casual, informative 

seminar is open to 

everyone and is designed 

to help you learn 

something new, improve 

your confidence, or share 

your experiences.  

 

We have always been a 

social club, and this 

seasonôs social events are 

fun and well attended as 

always, bringing out new 

members as well.  From 

pancakes to wine, the 

club has proven we can 

make an event out of 

anything.  Thanks to our 

hosts, Phil & Lori and 

Bill & Patty, for making 

these special, and of 

course Nicole for pulling 

the entire social calendar 

together. 

 

Another fun development 

on the social side of the 

club is the popularity of 

the BLSA Facebook 

page.  Itôs great to see 

posts of pictures, stories, 

and other items of 

interest to sailors.  And 

the photo contest Matt 

Cunningham has started 

is yet another fun 

addition.  

 

Has anyone noticed how 

good the Mainsheet has 

become?  Sharon Hughes 

is doing a great job 

compiling it every 

month, not to mention 

wrangling up the articles 

from everyone. 

 

And finally, I have some 

good news to report on 

the Social Dock.  Earlier 

in the season, David 

Forrester and I met with 

Scott Crossley, the new 

Lake Manager, who was 

very supportive of the 

idea, and has waived the 

slip fees from here on 

out.  

 

After receiving a first bid 

that was higher than 

anticipated, we looked at 

some alternatives and 

found some prefabricated 

dock sections that will 

work perfectly, and are 

significantly less 

expense.  We should 

have our final pricing and 

budget in place next 

week, and look forward 

to getting started.  

Thanks to the generosity 

of those donating and 

bidding at the silent 

auction, we raised well 

over half the cost of the 

entire project.  Watch for 

further updates, calls for 

volunteers and other fun 

ways to participate.  On 

the heels of the small 

boat dock & flagpole, 

this project represents 

another improvement to 

our home at Hanna Creek 

 

As we enter full sail into 

July, I am happy to say 

that in my opinion, 

across the board, the club 

has never been healthier, 

happier, or more fun than 

we are having so far this 

season.  And weôre just 

getting started. 

 

See you at the lake. 
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Social Director        Nicole Holtkamp ñ  Down Payment ñ Hunter 23 ñ Hanna Creek, Slip 47 

 

Excellence is not an act, but a habit.  

 

Each event that is held at the lake seems to get bigger and better, and 

both the Wine Tasting and Pancake Breakfast were no exception.  

Sommeli¯re Patty DôArcy and her faux Sommelier, Bill Beglin hosted 

the annual wine tasting. This yearôs event was capped off with 42 

members attending and enjoying some homemade Summer Sailstice 

wine and fantastic prizes.   

 

The next morning, and a much needed treat for those of us who 

indulged in a little too much wine, were spoiled at the Fatherôs Day 

Pancake Breakfast.  Laurie and Phil Mayleben did a fantastic job 

feeding 30 hungry sailors before the Fatherôs Day Regatta.  Our 

compliments to the chefs, because the food was divine.  

 

The job of the social director is a piece of cake when you have members who step up and work 

diligently to plan these events.  Thank you to Patty, Bill, Laurie and Phil!  I will go ahead and pencil 

you in for next year! 
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Racing Director       John Slawter ñ Uno Mass ñ S2 7.9 ñ Hanna Creek, Slip 71 

Upcoming Social Events  

 

July 9 @ 6pm ï Cheeseburger in Paradise - Calling all Parrotheads, Sons of a son 

of a Sailor or Little Miss Magic!! It is time for the Cheeseburgers in Paradise Party. 

Make sure that you wear your Parrothead or Jimmy Buffett attire. Please bring your 

choice of side dish or dessert to share.  

 

July 30 @  6pm ï 1661 Social - In 1661 John Evelyn 

recorded a competition between Katherine and Anne, 

two large royal sailing vessels both of English design 

and the wager was 100-1. The race from Greenwich to Gravesend and back was 

held on October 1, 1661.  One of the vessels was owned, and sometimes 

steered, by Charles II, the King of England. The king lost.  Expect a variety of 

British and Irish dishes.   

What a fantastic start to the season!  After a last minute change from Saturday to Sunday, the Clean 

Bottom Regatta was a great, and very windy, way to kick of BLSA racing in 2016.  Ten boats came to the 

starting line on June 5th with winds topping 20 mph and gusting to 27 mph.  ñMiss Behavin,ò with Jay 

Schindler at the helm, and ñDown Payment,ò guided by Andy Holtkamp came out for their first BLSA 

regatta.  Congrats to both of you and great job on a very challenging day on the water!  After four races, 

the crews were spent and many enjoyed Painkillers on the docks.  Congratulations to the Tacy Family who 

took home the brag flag and won two races on ñRainbow J.ò  Dan Cajacobôs ñCut Throatò added a bullet 

sticker to his collection by winning one race and ñDesign Firstò with Scott Webb at the helm earned her 

first bullet sticker and placed third. 

 

While Clean Bottom Regatta was happening out on the water, our first New Racer Seminar was taking 

place on shore.  Although our plans to get out on the water were dashed by 

high winds (which was a good call, I believe), congratulations to Marybeth 

Metzler, Catherine Dehne, Phil and Laurie Mayleben, and Chris and 

Lauren Savaiano for taking a big first step.  They learned how the course is 

laid out, the basic rights-of-way, and some strategies for getting around the 

course quickly with good sail trim.  To prove that they increased their 

confidence, both Marybeth and Catherine, were on the water two weeks 

later for the next regattaðgreat job!  The next (and last) New Racer 

Seminar is on July 10th at 1:00 PM.  Please RSVP to 

john.slawter@gmail .com if you would like to attend. 

 

The Fatherôs Day regatta on June 19th was also very well attended with 8 

boats coming to the starting line.  More importantly, new boats were in the 

mix with Marybeth Metzlerôs re-named ñOceanôs Daughter,ò the Keckôs 

ñHalcyon,ò and the Dehne family on ñLilac Rainò joining us for a great day 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjltsz869LNAhVCVT4KHYASAxcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fforum.woodenboat.com%2Farchive%2Findex.php%2Ft-110524.html&psig=AFQjCNFPdVSe5Wv5digFCNux0ACm4RgZcg&ust=1467482357
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of racing.  Paul Hemker served committee duty for us and set a great 

course for three racesðthanks again for volunteering Paul!  In the end, 

Cut Throat swept the day by winning all three races.  Congratulations to 

Dan Cajacob and crew for a job well done! 

 

I hope you will join us in Julyðwe have three regattas and two seminars 

on the schedule.  The Novice Racer Seminar on July 10th and the 

Anchoring and Rafting Seminar on July 23rd are designed to build your 

confidenceða recurring theme for 2016.  Itôs an ambitious schedule but I 

wanted to give everyone an opportunity to attend these events early in the 

season.  Of course, I hope you will join us throughout the rest of the 

season as a result!  As always, please let me know what I can do to helpð

just email me at john.slawter@gmail.com. 

 

--See you on the starting line! 

Failure to Launch:  Donõt Let The Starting Line Scare You Off 

 

Without question, the most congested part of any sailboat race is the starting line.  Not surprisingly, the 

start is also the greatest concern for most new racers.  However, you shouldnôt let a 5 minute sequence 

scare you away from 45-60 minutes of fun during a race.  With a little knowledge and some practice, the 

start can be safe, exciting, and the edge you need to win races. 

 

In the last article, we outlined the racecourse layout, including the start/finish line which is formed by the 

committee boat and a pin.  At BLSA we typically make our start/finish line a bit longer than usual in order 

to spread out boats and make things easier for newer racers.  Understanding the start sequence will also 

make things easier.  The first sound is a rally of short blasts to signify the beginning of the sequence.  

After that, a long blast will sound at 5 minutes, 4 minutes, 1 minute, and ñGo!ò   

 

The goal, of course, is to be at the line running at full speed when the last horn sounds.  In addition, it is 

best to be on a starboard tack in order to have right of way over any port tack boats.  To do that, there are 

several strategies that you can use.  Most of them are simple to draw and visualize on the course.  

However, timing is the critical piece that separates a good start from a bad start.  With so many factors 

affecting your timing, practice will eventually become the only way to improve your starts.  Here are a few 

strategies you can use: 

 

Reaching out and back:  simple to execute but be aware of barging 

mailto:john.slawter@gmail.com
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Vanderbilt Start:  relatively easy to execute but wind shifts can make you early/late 

Triangle start:  Moderately difficult to execute and you must know your boatôs speed on all points of sail 

One last note on starting strategies:  If you attended a racing seminar this year, you have heard me talk 

about boat handling as the foundation for sailboat racing.  The start is probably the best example of this.  

You can have the fastest boat, the greatest strategy for the start, and may have even timed your last tack 

perfectly.  But if that tack is not executed well (ie. your boat handling is not good), then your timing to the 

starting line will be off and you will be looking at transoms as the starting horn sounds.  Practice is the 

only way to improveðand I hope you will give it a shot during one of our regattas this year.  You are 

more than welcome to build your confidence by going through the start sequence 30-60 seconds behind the 

pack.  It will build your confidence and eventually you will be comfortable fighting for position on the line 

during the start sequence! 
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Communications    Matt Cunningham ñ Moonshadow ñ Catalina 22 ñ Hanna Creek, Slip #66 

Itôs getting beautiful out there. 

 

Never mind that the light winds and heavy powerboat traffic of summer are here, and that weôre hitting the 

point of the sailing season when weôre often more interested in jumping off the boat for a swim than we are 

hoisting sails into the hot, fickle breeze. Being on the lake is inspiring, energizing, relaxingé 

 

é describe it however youôd like, itôs beautiful on the lake this time of year, and we want you to share that 

through your photos. 

 

Our first annual Summer Photo Contest is heading into its final weeks. The entries have been a little light. 

OK, a lot light: I wonôt disclose how many club members have submitted photos, but letôs just say that 

theyôd need to recruit additional crew if they wanted to go sailing together. I see a lot of cameras snapping 

at the social events, but very few of those photos have made it into the contest. 

 

Send in your photos! 

 

Itôs not hard to do. Simply email your photos to me at mcunningham78@gmail.com, and youôll be entered 

in the contest.  

 

Any photo that captures what you love best about sailing, about the club or about the lake is welcome, and 

all club members (except for the board and their families) are eligible to win. Photos must be submitted no 

later than Sunday, July 24, and the winner will be announced at the 1661 Social on July 30.  

 

And what a prize!  

 

The winner will receive a $40 gift certificate to Ainsleyôs, everyoneôs favorite sail-up restaurant (ok, the 

only sail-up restaurant on the lake, but stillé). I hear their new nacho special is something to die for, and 

this prize would cover that plus a few drinks. Perfect for a summer evening when the temps climb and the 

winds drop. 

 

Remember: email your photos to mcunningham78@gmail.com by Sunday, July 24 to be entered into the 

contest. Who knows? Maybe your next greatest photo will be of the sunset as you split nachos and beer 

with your special someone on the Ainsleyôs back porch. 

 

Get those cameras (or phones) snapping, and send in your entries! 
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