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Calendar 

Once again I have to say we are 
winding down.  The fall sailing 
season is upon us and that 
means cooler weather, stronger 
winds, less lake.  The latter, 
being a real issue this year with 
the lake levels being down over 
a foot for most of August.  The 
heat did not help with the algae 
problem and we saw more and 
more boats having to use the 
visitors dock at Hanna Creek.  
The lake level affected the 
social functions, with changes 
to locations and scuttling the 
raft up.  I know we had a 
wonderful function at the 
docks with the Beer Tasting, 
the puddle duck project seemed 
to be such an important event 
for the youths of our club, it 
goes to help us pay it forward 
in bringing in new blood in 
more than one way. I want to 
thank long time member Paul 
Hemker for bringing the club 
this project and heading it up.  
We have a raffle going on for 

one of the puddle ducks, please 
check with the Ashli Slawter for 
tickets.  We still have new 
membership inquiries and 
interest in club events as we 
have had visitors to different 
functions.  We have two big 
lake functions coming up, 
Oktoberfest and the chili cook 
off, usually both well attended.   
At this time of year we also deal 
with the club board turnover. 
We  have identified 
replacements for our board 
members leaving. Myself, Cory 
Chadwick, and Ashli Slawter 
will be replaced within our 
structure.  We have some 
change, Bill Beglin and Cathy 
Ege will stay on for another 
year, Mike Chrisman, Rick Ege 
and Bill Ralston all have 
another year on terms, so that 
leaves us with three leaving and 
five staying.  We usually have 
four gone per year but we will 
be able to retain Bill Beglin as a 
senior member of the board. 

We will send out a notice on 
the vote to take place in near 
future and the results will be 
recapped at the board meeting 
in October with announcement 
of new members and then the 
installation of those members 
in position for next year at the 
annual dinner in November. 
The club finances have come 
along well this year, we have 
kept costs to a minimum and 
maximized use of monies for 
social and racing functions. 
 
The silting issue has become 
more of a problem for 
members holding slips at 
Hanna Creek.  We are going to 
address this more at the next 
meeting. Hopefully we will 
have news of some action to 
take to help resolve some of the 
problem.  

  Mike  

Commodore  Burd 

www.blsa.us 

Commodore   
Mike Burd 

mburd_0825@fuse.net
Cell: 513-515-8137 

 
Vice Commodore & 
Membership Chair 

Mike Chrisman 
mchrisman513 
@gmail.com 

Cell: 513-604-8650 

Social Director 
Bill Ralston 
wm_ralston 

@yahoo.com 
Cell: 513-604-8650 

 
Racing Director 

Ashli Slawter 
slawter@insightbb.com 

Cell: 859-630-5289 
 

Treasurer 
Rick Ege 

rege@fuse.net 
Cell: 513-307-6509 

 
Secretary  
Cathi Ege 

Egepropertyrental 
@fuse.net 

Cell: 513-307-6510 
 

Communications  
Bill Beglin 

wrbeglin@aol.com 
Cell: 317-447-7550 

 
Harbormaster 
Cory Chadwick 
cory.chadwick 

@hamilton-co.org  
Cell: 513-236-5829 

 

BLSA BOARD MEMBERS 
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I called my good friend Steve this morning and told him 
my boat was broken.  Knowing me for a few years now, he 
guessed there was probably nothing wrong with the boat.  
Always a great straight man, he asked, “What’s wrong with 
the boat?” With undisguised disgust in my tone, I 
confessed, “I came in last in BOTH races Sunday and got 
lapped by Hemker, TWICE!”  Steve, the ever-wise 
businessman, agreed that the boat, not the skipper, must 
be at fault. I felt better. It seems confession is good for 
the soul.  However, with apologies to Neil Young and in 
defense of my beloved Tracy Ann, I admit “It can't be 
blamed for my mistakes; it only does what it's told.” 
 
The last place showings were part of the 2012 BLSA Pig 
Regatta and the Pig Regatta weekend deserves a little 
reflection.  That reflection reveals why our association is 
so valuable.  Our shared BLSA experience enhances our 
love for sailing and our enjoyment of the time spent 
outdoors in pursuit of a simpler, more satisfying life.   

 
We were blessed with lots of rain on Friday, great sun and 
cumulus clouds on Saturday and Sunday, and good, if 
sometimes maddening, wind both days.  The sailor sees the 
upside of a rainy day and will take a maddening wind over 
an office desk every day of the week.  One is comforted 
knowing that absent the great weather we would still have 
had a great time together.  Finishing last, even twice in a 
row, is not the end of the world when one sails with great 
people.  As long as the competition is friendly and 
something is learned, racing is worth one’s time.  One 
comes to realize that part of the beauty of BLSA is that 
even if one sails poorly, one is still welcome, still part of the 
gang.  If you have not tried racing, you should try it.  (If 
you are slower than I am, you should really, really try it.) 
 
After racing, we watched little Jack working very hard with 
his daddy to capsize their Laser.  The people on the seawall 

were rooting for the Laser, but John’s will to remain dry 
prevailed.  We saw Kip doing a Usain Bolt imitation as he 
dashed to catch a Sunfish that got away.   
We saw the launch of a brand new, very high tech Hobie 
Cat.   

Of particularly exciting news is the new Beneteau First 285 
that Scott and Annie just brought to Brookville Lake.  It is 
a lovely boat and very fast. Deservedly so, they looked like 
proud parents as fellow club members admired their new 
boat.  

The happy new owners of Le Hanna, Scott’s previous boat, 
were reminded that their boat was club champion last year 
and that great things from them are expected.  They 
beamed and seemed ready to be part of things.  One 
wonders what they will add to BLSA. 
 
Saturday evening the Hanna Creek Circle was full of kids 
and dogs, members and prospective members, young and 
old, each enjoying their time together, getting away from 
the stress brought on by the other five days of the week.  
Puddle Duck Raffle tickets were selling like hotcakes (one 

Reflections on a BLSA Weekend    Tim Fry     Catalina 28 ~ Tracy Ann     Slip 74  at Hanna Creek Marina 
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hopes).  The Regatta’s 130-pound namesake, affectionately 
referred to as “Her” by one of the cooks, was delicious.  
Rick, who knows a thing or two about pigs, told us that a 
pig on the hoof is 42% meat.  The selection of pies was 
sufficient to satisfy every possible sweet tooth.  Mike’s 
Mom’s secret-recipe green beans with potatoes were 
perfect.  One member loaned a glass to another member 
who had a bottle, but no glass.  The conversation was 
good.  Many pitched in to clean up after dinner.  We had 
been smiled upon.  It was a welcoming and enjoyable time.  
Invite your friends next year. 
 

It would be tough to duplicate the weekend’s atmosphere 
back in-town. The sleeping weather was perfect.  The spirit 
of a BLSA day never really ends when one’s waterbed is 
only a few paces away.   
 
Sunday 
morning 
CAP’N 
CRUNCH, 
aboard with 
one’s little 
girl, is so 
much better 
than the 
hectic race to 
work and 
school during 
the week.  
The barriers 
to entry into 
this lifestyle 
are few and 
small.  People 
should live all of the time, in the way BLSA people get to 
live on the weekends.  That is worth knowing.  That is 
worth pondering.  Thank you for all you add to BLSA. 

Tim 

‘Lords’ of the Flies  

Somehow 

this just feels 

different ? 
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Social Calendar        Bill Ralston…..Catalina 250 ~ Escape      Slip 67 at Hanna Creek Marina   

 

Annual Dinner & Awards Banquet 
6 PM  Nov. 17th 

This year we’ve selected a new venue for our annual banquet. We’re returning to the Hueston Woods State 
Park Lodge & Conference Center. This picturesque facility located just 7 miles north of Oxford, OH provides 
not only excellent banquet facilities, but also allows our members the option of renting a room for the evening, 
saving the drive home for Sunday.  Or make an entire weekend of it and spend the day Saturday enjoying some 
of the parks 12 hiking trails. There is printable map on their web site under ‘Activities’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLSA Has arranged for discounted room 
rates at the lodge. Call 513-664-3500 and 
ask for the BLSA banquet rates. 
 

http://huestonwoodslodge.com 
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 
 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Social continued: 
 
On Sat. Aug. 25th we held our annual Raft-up and shrimp boil at Hanna Creek, sans the raft-up due to lake 
levels. We must apologize for the food shortage requiring us to order pizza to finish feeding our group. We 
had a much larger turnout than was indicated by the RSVP’s received prior to the event. We normally allow for 
additional attendees but missed it this time, again our apologies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Help needed ! We are still looking for volunteers to host our Oktoberfest event on Sat. 

Sept. 22nd.  Please contact Bill Ralston for more information.  
wm_ralston@yahoo.com 

Cell: 513-604-8650 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

