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This is always the sad part 
of the year, the weather is 
getting cooler, which is 
great for sleeping, but lousy 
for the lake. We are getting 
some frost here and there, 
but the saddest part; boats 
taken out of the water with 
the season ending for most. 
Winterizing boats and 
putting them to bed for the 
winter.  A few will keep 
their boats in the water for 
the entire winter season, 
taking advantage of the 
sailing available through 
November.  I know Nancy 
and I kept putting off the 
winterizing of Windswept 
for as long as we could, 
taking it up to the week of 

Thanksgiving some years, of 
course we brag about that 
to make others envious, but 
others seemed to think 
good for you, glad for me to 
be done and not worrying 
about getting it done before 
real cold.  We have sailed on 
the lake when there were 
tiny snowflakes, both 
excited and under the gun 
to complete the winterizing.  
We actually plan to go to 
the lake a few weekends to 
close things up but the wind 
was so tempting that we put 
it off.   
A few years ago I started 
the Pumpkin Regatta; this 
will be the third year for it.  
We invite all those who still 

have their boats in the water 
to join for an afternoon of 
fun usually the last weekend 
of October, this year it is on 
October 27th, so find your 
crew and join in.  It got out 
of hand last year a bit, there 
seems to be a lot of fun and 
good fall sailing with the 
colors in bloom, going to 
Ainsley’s to actually close it 
up the last couple of days 
they are opened. The crews 
got larger in number so we 
are having good 
participation, last year we 
had close to 20 join us all 
for dinner. Also want to 
mention that Cory and Lin 
Chadwick won the regatta 
last year with their then new 
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boat Panda. 
From the Helm (cont.)  
 
Earlier this month, we were notified 
that the DNR is going to resolve the 
dock silting situation by flipping the 
outside dock.  We had a whole group 
of people work this project for a 
number of years, not the flipping part 
but the silting concern. I want to thank 
Dave Fox, Chris Carr, Ernie Hauser, 
Cory Chadwick and Bill Beglin for 
their efforts as part of the silting 
committee and or BLSA board, at one 
point or another in this process, to 
help resolve the situation. I don’t want 
to take away the Harbormaster’s fire so 
look down the pages for his report. 
As my term ends here with the board, 

I am pleased to say, we have a good 
strong financial background, we have 
additional members, we have 
wonderful support of the club with 
new board members to continue, we 
have a strong social and racing 
program with good participation, and a 
lot of interest with the kids sailing 
program.  I want to thank Bill Beglin, 
Mike Chrisman, Bill Ralston, Cathy 
Ege, Rick Ege, Cory Chadwick and 
Ashli Slawter for all their help to the 
club under my term. I want to 
acknowledge all those who helped with 
the social events as they are the best 
fun this lake sees.  I also want to thank 
Paul Hemker for guiding us in the 
puddle duck build, and Steve Tacy and 
Strictly Sail for their never ending 

support of this organization.  
Hope to see all of you at the annual 
awards dinner. 

Mike 

“I find the great thing in this world 

is not so much where we stand, as 

in what direction we are moving; to 

reach the port of heaven, we must 

sail sometimes with the wind and 

sometimes against it- but we must 

sail, and not drift, nor lie at 

anchor.”   

- Oliver Wendell Holmes- 

A Sailboat Without A Mast           Tim Fry     Catalina 28 ~ Tracy Ann     Slip 74  at Hanna Creek Marina 

A twelve-hour soaking rain had just 
begun to fall.  It was a fairly normal 
occurrence for early October, but 
somehow this rain was different.  It 
foretold a loss, not a total loss, but 
certainly a significant one. 
 
Ray LaMontagne’s “Empty” swept, 
gently by the wind, over the lake.  The 
drizzle and low clouds muted the 
bright colors of autumn.  Something 
strange was in the air.  This season was 
not like previous seasons.  Something 
was missing this year. 
 
Two sailboats glided across the lake; 
one normal, one odd. One was ap-
proaching Hanna Creek. One was leav-
ing Hanna Creek.  The leaving sailboat 
was odd. Why was it leaving?  Why 
was it leaving in this odd way? 
 
As the odd boat came slowly into fo-
cus, moving silently southward, it was 
familiar, yet strange.  The captain of 
the other boat wondered who was 
aboard that odd boat.  Was it a Com-
modore, a hostess with a delicious 
cocktail, or maybe two brown puppy 
dogs? What would become of them, he 
wondered? 

The captain’s thoughts drifted to those 
of loss, of ending, of seasons’ change, 
of the sadness of it all. Friends come. 
Friends go. People gather.  People 
separate.  It is odd how a dreary day 
plays tricks on the mind. He couldn’t 
believe his eyes.  
 
The captain was becoming aware of 
what made the boat odd.  It was a sail-
boat like all sailboats, but this one was 
sad.  It was incomplete.  The odd boat 
made the captain sad.  Its presence 
made him incomplete.  The friends of 
the odd boat’s 
crew were sad.  
They were incom-
plete. 
 
The odd sailboat 
was bound for 
other shores, 
surely for good 
times and new 
friends.  They, the 
odd boat and her 
crew, will have a 
bright future, of 
that the captain 
was sure. 
 

The two boats were so close, yet so far 
apart, when finally the oddity was re-
vealed.  The boat had no mast; artifi-
cially powered.  It appeared as though 
the wind swept away the mast.  It had 
no mast!  That’s wrong!  Imagine the 
sight.  Imagine how such a sight would 
shake one’s sense of security.  It was a 
loss, not a total loss, but certainly a 
significant one, this sailboat without a 
mast. 

We will miss you, our 
friends. 
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Social Calendar        Bill Ralston…..Catalina 250 ~ Escape      Slip 67 at Hanna Creek Marina   

2012 BLSA Annual Meeting  

& 

Awards Banquet 

Sat Nov. 17th 2012 

Hueston Woods Lodge 

5201 Lodge Road,  

College Corner, Ohio 45003 

 

Cocktails at 6:00pm followed by Dinner at 7:00pm 

Dinner Entrées Include: 

Tossed Greens / Chef’s Vegetable of the Day / 
Roasted Red Potatoes 
Roll Assortment / Chef’s Choice of Dessert / Choice 
of Entrée 
$25.00 per plate 

Visit the BLSA website at  

http://www.blsa.us/social.html  to select your entree 

Your entrée choices are: 

Hand Cut N .Y. Strip  

12 oz. N .Y. Strip Dressed with Maître Hotel Butter  

CHICKEN ALLOUETTE 
Chicken Breast Deep Fried Golden Brown Stuffed 
with 
Garlic Infused Cheese Served with a Whole Grain 
Mustard Cream Sauce  
 

MAHI MAHI 
Grilled Mahi Mahi Topped with Red Pepper Coulis  
 

KIDS MEAL – chicken tenders with fries (10.00) 

Note: Due to the nature of the event, everyone must pre-order —  payment and 

selection cannot be made upon arrival.  

 
Payment and dinner choice must be made by 10/26/2012 via check payable to BLSA and mailed to 

me (Bill Ralston 3637 Jessup Rd., Cincinnati, OH  45247) or pay pal and you do not need to have a 

pay pal account to use pay pal. See the BLSA website—Social section as noted above for PayPal 

On Volunteering Rick Ege…..MacGregor 26 ~ Tiger Lily    Slip 54 at Hanna Creek Marina 

I have not been one to volunteer or serve on 
Boards. Cathi and I have enjoyed everything 
about BLSA—the time that we spend at the 
lake, the winter events, and all the wonderful 
people that we have met. After being 
members for several years, Randy Jones 
asked me if I would consider running for the 
board, I felt honored to make a contribution 
to this great organization. 
As I come up on the end of my first year as 
treasurer of BLSA, I have to say that it has 
been a pleasure, and also, it has been great to 

work with the other Board Members. 
Everyone on the Board is committed to 
working in a positive direction for the good 
of the club.   
We have had a great season on the water and 
on land at the social events.  I really look 
forward to the upcoming 2013 Sailing 
Season !  
Happy Sails to you …. 
 

Rick  
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Hanna Creek Dock Move !!        Chris Carr…..Catalina 27 ~ Phase III      Slip 34 at Hanna Creek Marina   

The docks are moving! 
 
Brookville IDNR has received funding 
to move the Hanna Creek big boat 
docks (docks 49-76) to deeper water.  
The move should be complete for the 
start of the 2013 season. As many of 
us know from firsthand experience 
with the low lake level this past season, 
Hanna Creek marina is silting in. A 
number of boats had to move from 
their docks because of the shallow 
water. The new location of the big 
boat docks will move those docks 
further from the silt plume which is 
advancing from the mouth of Hanna 
Creek. The map shows the new dock 
arrangement along with the water 
depths (the BLSA website has a map 
of the water depths with the current 
dock arrangement, and a report on 
how the depths were measured).  
 

The sailing community owes a big 

thanks to Dennis Weber of Brookville 
IDNR for the breakthrough idea of 
“flipping” the docks. Thanks also to 
Bob Felix, Brookville IDNR Property 
Manager, for supporting the idea and 
pushing for funding. A study some 
years ago by the IDNR engineering 
office in Indianapolis identified a 
number of options to deal with the silt 
buildup in and around the Hanna 
Creek marina. Among the options 
were removing the silt by dredging, 
relocation of the marina and facilities 
to Fairfield and while never officially 
mentioned, opening the marina to 
powerboats (with their shallower 
drafts). All these options were 
undesirable or too expensive for 
multiple reasons—dock flipping was 
the idea that allowed the project to 
move forward.  
 

Moving the big boat docks (docks 49-

76) will give more water depth at, both, 

those docks and the original docks (1-

48). The original docks are unmoved, 

but their channel to the open lake is 

further from the advancing silt 

plume—so is deeper. The moved big 

boat docks are much further from the 

silt plume so are deeper. A few of the 

docks (52, 53, 71 and 72) are over the 

winter channel of Hanna Creek so are 

much deeper. What was the walkway 

to the big boat docks (by docks 49 and 

76) will now serve as a breakwater to 

reduce the wave surge coming from 

the west. Two new docks, labeled “A” 

and “B”, are created as part of the 

move. The new position of the big 

boat docks will be about 130 feet from 

the crane bulkhead so will not interfere 

with the fisherman or with boat 

hoisting. 

Chris 



Page 5    The Mainsheet    October 2012 

BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact   

Mike Burd 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 
 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

tackle@ymail.com 

New Owner 

Happy Fall to all members…Well we sure have 
had a good 2012 season. 

 
Although we have had some water issues, it’s been a good 
summer. 
The socials have been fantastic.  Starting with the Welcome 
Back Party, a Great Spaghetti Dinner., The Wine Tasting,  
and who can forget the Cheese Burger in Paradise Party…
Brett with his coconut bra helping Parrothead Rick grill the 
96 Cheese Burgers, and looking out in the picnic table 
circle, seeing so many people dressed for the occasion.   
 
Red Solo Cup Beer Tasting,  Nancy’s  Tierra and the stem 
ware cups and UnoMas decorated  like a red solo cup.   
 
The Kids Day Pizza Party…a fun time was had by all, who 
would have thought there’d be 6 puddle ducks out there 
racing. The Pig Roast, another fun event… the PIG gets 
better each year.  Oktoberfest, a bit on the cool side for 
beer drinking, but the brats were yummy and all those 

German side dishes.  Last of all… The Chili Cook-Off 
always a great time.   
 
As I think of all of these events, they could not be done 
without YOU the Members of BLSA.  Thanks to Bill 
Ralston for being our Social Director.  And a BIG 
THANK YOU to all the Hosts and helpers that put the 
socials on. 
Although Rick and I were not around this summer as 

much as we would have liked to have been, the time that 

we spent at Hanna Creek with 

all of our BLSA FRIENDS 

was the highlight of our 

summer.  I toast all of you for 

another GREAT year and 

look forward to 2013. 

Cathi 

Reflections on the Season     Cathi Ege…..MacGregor 26 ~ Tiger Lily    Slip 54 at Hanna Creek Marina 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

