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BLSA BOARD MEMBERS 

What happen to you 2014?  

 

2014, you were gone too 

soon, we were just getting to 

know and love you. We loved 

your warm summer days that 

always seemed to be there for 

our weekend pleasure. We 

loved the winds that made for 

a great sailing season and 

your competitive spirit that 

provided two great sailing 

days for the annual Pig 

Regatta. I love those days, the 

days you remember and talk 

about in the off season. The 

days that you had friends and 

family out with you and 

hoped for good weather…. 

and you got it…..Patty and I 

took her daughter and friend 

out on those kinds of perfect 

days. Then there are the lazy 

days at anchor and of course 

the anchor out nights, 

occasionally blessed with a 

full moon, and this summer a 

Harvest moon as well.  

 

I remember the spring ice 

breaker campfire, trying out 

the new motor on the safety 

boat, the phenomenal turnout 

of our members for the small 

boat dock build and this past 

weekend we held the fourth 

annual Pumpkin regatta for 

the few boats remaining that 

winter in water.  

 

I have to say my favorite 

weekend this year was the Pig 

Regatta. While Patty and I 

have sailed a lot, this was 

really our first, ‘let’s go for it’ 

racing event. Winds were 

great, lots of boats, some tight 

competition and 7 races we’ll 

remember for a while. Patty 

helmed, I did the sail trim 

thing and we finished third, 

just behind the Etchels and 

way behind Paul Hemker and 

his killer FD.  

 

I also remember a great fall 

series race. We were out with 

Scott Webb and half way up 

the first leg (with great 

position I might add), the line 

that hoisted the jib up the 

furling foil let go. This was a 

great race day with a good 

turnout and good winds and 

we didn’t want to miss it. We 

hauled butt back to Hanna, 

Scott cozied the bow up to the 

sea wall, we jury rigged a way 

to retrieve the line and hauled 
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more butt back to the course, 

made the second race and won 

it. Now that’s another sailing 

memory for the summer. 

Hope you had some as well! 

   

But most importantly I 

remember how much 

everyone in the club was 

always there to help each 

other no matter the task, from 

picnics to race committee.  

For me, the best thing about 

our members is the 

willingness to volunteer their 

time and efforts and I had the 

pleasure of working with an 

outstanding group of board 

volunteers over the past two 

years. My tenure as 

commodore is coming to an 

end and like this summer, it 

seemed to go by quite fast and 

I will miss it.  

 

I hope to see many of you at 

the fall banquet on Nov. 15th 

at Hueston Woods. Don’t 

forget to register and choose 

your meal. By the way, did 

you know this is BLSA’s 40th 

anniversary year ? 

Bill 

 

Vice-Commodore    Tim Fry  Catalina 28 ~ Tracy Ann  Slip #74 at Hanna Creek 

Pirate Ship 

Racing         Scott Webb…..Beneteau First 285~ Design First    Slip 73 at Hanna Creek Marina 

It’s all in the books 

Our Commodore so poetically described 

the  end  of  the  season  I  hope  club 

members  reading  this  have  taken  a 

minute to dry the moistness from their 

eyes.  For those of us that love sailing, 

with our friends, it truly is hard not to be 

melancholy this time of year.    

Nevertheless,  this  our  version  of  the 

sports page, so let’s talk about racing. 

Racing for the Cup 

As you may recall from last month’s 

article,  we are awarding only the Ed 

Griffith Cup this year as everyone has 

been grouped together in the Portsmouth 

Fleet.  And with different winners in the 

Spring & Fall Race Series, we were set 

for our first ever Match Race to decide 

the overall club championship.  Spring 

Series  winner  Dan  CaJacob  and  the 

CutThroat crew was set to race against 

past  champions,  Chris  and  Sharon 

Hughes on Heron on the final Saturday 

of the season.  The stage was set.  The 

boats were ready.  Wind was predicted. 

It was 50 degrees and overcast, but all 

the players showed up.  Especially the 

wind.   

The  participants  layered  up;  Thermal 

underwear, fleece layers & shells, hats 

and gloves.  And so did the wind.  By the 

time  we  were  ready  to  launch  the 

committee  boat,  the  whitecaps  were 

tossing off spray.  Sustained winds of 

20+ were accentuated with gusts well 

over 30 knots. 

Everyone started to get a little nervous; 

especially your humble race director, 

thinking of the fun I would have on the 

intrepid committee boat on a day like 

this.  We talked through the options, 

walked to the hillside for an overview of 

the lake, and contemplated options. 

In the end, it was determined that this 

was simply not a safe day for any of the 

participants.  It’s hard to concentrate on 

race tactics when you are concerned 

about keeping your boat right-side-up. 

We were all a little sad, but perhaps in 

this case, it was better for the season to 

close out with a whimper than a scream 

Scott 

   

Sailing on San Diego Bay 

 

San Diego is a long way from 

Brookville, Indiana but only in terms of 

distance, weather, and wind.  The 

sailors are wonderful and friendly in 

both places.   

Like many of you perhaps, 

I’ve never sailed on the ocean and was 

looking forward to the chance.  The 

sailing options in San Diego are many 

and varied.  They have old classic 

wooden pirate ships, some big, some 

small.  There are 60 foot luxury 

catamarans and Catalina 42s.  I took a 

tour of a brand new Jeanneau 509 and a 

53 for which I only needed $640k to 

sail away.  We saw pretty ladies and 

ladies who mean business.  There were 

warships and seals, both Navy and 

mammal.  We saw the “Martin Sheen” 

ocean research vessel.  I spoke to the 

crew about Martin and their mission.  

Apparently he has donated a lot of 

money over a long period of time to the 

Sea Shepherds group, who are currently 

doing a study of plastic trash and its 

effects on the ocean. ( cont…..)                                          
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Pretty Ladies Lady Who Means Business 

Warships Navy Seals 

The last week of October, Tracy and I 

travelled to sail on Dennis Connor’s 1995 

IACC “Stars & Stripes.”  The boat is 

owned and chartered by the great folks at 

www.sailusa11.com.  Our captain for the 

afternoon was Captain Mark and his all-

volunteer crew.   Of all the options 

available, this one was clearly the best 

and most exciting for a couple whose 

other boat is a Catalina 28. 

 “Stars & Stripes” is 82 feet long, has a 

115 foot tall mast, a 13 foot keel, and 

8000 pound hull, and a 40,000 put lead 

torpedo at the end of the fin keel.  The 

boat was purpose built to sail in San 

Diego.  And while all of that is just drab 

technical info, the real excitement is on 

the water.  For a mere $120 you can sail 

this rocket ship.  Our trip had about 11 

guests and seven crew. 

We watched a 15 minute presentation 

about the America’s Cup and learned the 

specifics of the yacht we were about to 

sail.  The crewmen are friendly and 

knowledgeable and willing to let the 

guests participate. Captain Mark 

immediately allayed all concerns about 

who was going to do the sailing; we were 

all going to get a chance to “drive the 

http://www.sailusa11.com
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boat!”  Phew, I was a little worried about that point.  At the 

end of the trip there was plenty of time to view the pictures 

of our trip and buy souvenirs.  

Stars and Stripes 

Happy Sailors 

These folks run a tight ship.  They are 

having fun, no doubt, but this volunteer 

crew is well practiced and organized.  In 

that regard, I picked up a few useful tips.  

Once at sea, yes at sea, the first thing I 

noticed was how effortlessly the boat 

picked up speed and how fast it was.  The 

wind was light-ish for San Diego, but we 

still managed to hit 12.9 knots. 

 

Tracy and I had fun steering and grinding 

the winches.  The main sail weighs 350 

pounds and takes six people, grinding on 

three winches to raise it.  The grinders 

are all multi speed and connected through 

a below-deck transmission.  The mast 

shape is adjusted via hydraulics I believe.  

There are special titanium forks that 

support the head of the sail once it is 

fully raised.  Apparently, the load and 

stretch are more than one would want to 

subject the halyard to during a race.   

 

The jib winches are a thing of 

mechanical beauty.  A sail trimmer 

stands in the “pit” on both sides of the 

boat, where he trims the sail, coaches the 

grinders, and watches for traffic.  The 

winch drum itself is between 12-15” in 

diameter.  There is a button on top of the 

drum that is pressed to reset the gear 

ratio.  On command, the grinder rotates 

the handles, see the picture, and starts 

taking in the line fast at a 1:1 ratio.  

When the grinding gets too hard, you 

rotate the handles in the opposite 

direction and the gear ratio automatically 

drops to 8:1 and things are much easier.  

This part is just like the two speed 

winches we have on our boats.  The cool 

part is that when you switch the direction 

of rotation one more time, the gear ratio 

drops again to 16:1, making it possible to 

trim in those last few inches to get us 

moving hard on the wind.  The pitman 

hits the button and the winch is reset for 

the next time.  A side note, you will see 

three foot buttons and Tracy’s feet, we 

didn’t use these buttons, but they cause 

the grinders to go into even lower ratios 

when there is really heavy wind.  

  

When I got my chance to drive I wasn’t 

sure what to expect.  The feel of the helm 

is firm, but not heavy.  The boat is 

maneuverable and tracks straight.  I 

sailed by tell-tails on the jib, because 

that’s what I know.  However, there are 

instruments mounted on the mast to help 

fine tune your helmsmenship.  The boat 

moved along nicely as I pinched up to 30 

degrees of apparent wind, but the speed 

picked up when I dropped down to 40 or 

45 degrees.  I can’t believe I’m using 

these small numbers; I’m used to my 

boat pointing to about 60 degrees.  I can 

attest that “Stars & Stripes” is one 

thrilling boat to sail.  Without hesitation I 

encourage you to take a trip to San Diego 

and take a “three hour tour” on this boat; 

you won’t be disappointed.  

The pictures aboard “Stars & Stripes” are 

all courtesy of the crew photographer.  

They are complementary and uploaded to 

the Picasa website.  I liked that they took 

all the pictures so that I had time to enjoy 

the experience.  It also saved me from 

losing my phone overboard. 

Tim 

Good Times 
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact   Bill 

Beglin 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 
 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

tackle@ymail.com 

Work 
Time 

Close 
Enough 
to touch 

115 Foot Mast with a beautiful trim job 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

