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The Mainsheet 

From The Helm 
By Barry Brierley, Catalina 28 ~ Loon III    Slip B-3 at Quakertown Marina 

 

Commodore (Lame-
duck) Brierley 

 Calendar 

This is an odd feeling for me: 
I‟m writing my last message to 
you as Commodore of BLSA.  
It certainly doesn‟t seem like it 
was two years ago that I took 
the office.  I‟ve enjoyed every 
minute of it, and much of it I 
will miss.  But I‟ve always 
believed that bringing new 
people, with new thinking and 
new ideas, into active roles in 
an organization is a healthy 
thing.  And so, as a result of 
our annual election last month, 
we‟ll have new blood in BLSA 
management for 2010. 
 
I‟m very pleased to formally tell 
you that the candidates for the 
four open Board positions were 
all successfully elected.  Yes, I 
know that the four candidates 
were unopposed and that the 
election was a formality.  But 
there‟s a definite satisfaction in 
knowing that the By-Laws of 
our club are properly honored, 
and that the intent of our club‟s 
Constitution was diligently 
followed. 
 
Joining incumbent Board 
members Dan CaJacob, Chris 
Carr, Cory Chadwick and Bill 
Beglin, are our four newly 
elected Board members: 
 

Randy Jones 
Mike Chrisman 

John Johannemann 
Ashli Slawter 

 
A long-time BLSA member, 
Randy served on the Board this 
year as a Commodore‟s special 
appointee, fulfilling the final 
year of Steve Bossert‟s two-year 
term.  He has done an 
outstanding job in the 
Treasurer‟s role, and has helped 
BLSA finish the fiscal year in 
the black, with a new 
equipment trailer that is paid for, 
and with a encouraging increase 
in reserve funds in our bank 
account.  His formal election to 
a full two-year term on the 
Board will ensure the continuity 
of a high level of integrity and 
leadership for BLSA. 
 
Mike‟s level of commitment to 
BLSA has been an inspiring 
thing to watch.  Initially, he 
volunteered to take over our 
web site last autumn, when 
Dave Schulte decided to step 
down.  This was a crucial 
development for BLSA because 
being Webmaster requires 
technical skills that not 
everyone has.  Mike‟s take-over 
from Dave and his subsequent 
management of our site was 

flawless.  He then „went the 
extra step‟, and personally 
orchestrated a complete and 
total redesign of the 
site...graphics, function, 
everything.  While not required 
to do so, Mike took it upon 
himself to attend every monthly 
Board meeting during this past 
year.  Now, as a duly elected 
Board member for the next two 
years, he‟ll bring that same 
degree of youthful enthusiasm 
to the full agenda of BLSA 
business.  And - thank 
goodness - he‟ll also continue 
as Webmaster. 
 
John has been a dedicated 
member of BLSA for many 
years, and during those many 
years he has served before as a 
Board member.  When I first 
became active in BLSA, John 
was the club Treasurer.  So, I 
can tell you from first-hand 
experience that John‟s 
agreement to serve once again 
on the Board is a huge plus for 
our club.  What a delight that 
he‟s coming back for more.  
John is a strong, mature 
stabilizing force, who‟ll bring 
sound judgement and direction 
to BLSA affairs. 
 

November 
—————————————- 

Annual Banquet 
 

Sat. Nov. 7th 

 

6pm cocktails 

7pm Dinner 

 

Houston Inn 

Lebanon, OH 
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Social Calendar        Mike Burd…..Bavaria 32 ~ WindSwept      Slip E-38 at Kent‟s Harbor Marina   

Ashli hasn‟t been a member of 
BLSA for nearly as long as 
John and Randy, but what she‟s 
demonstrated in the time she 
has been a member is amazing.  
Last year, she agreed to handle 
the „Heart-to-Heart‟ kid‟s 
outing, and blew everyone away 
with her level  of commitment 
and the quality of her 
preparation.  This year, she and 
husband John hosted our 
annual „Cheeseburger In 
Paradise‟ social event, and she 
again impressed everyone with 
her organization and attention 
to detail.  Ashli will bring a 
huge injection of energy and 
fresh ideas to club 
management...not to mention 
bringing a women‟s perspective 
back to the BLSA Board. 
 
And so, as a club, we look 
ahead to our 36th year of being 
the sailing force on Brookville 
Lake.  My term as Commodore 

has been a lot of fun, an 
experience I‟ll always treasure.  
And it was made so by the hard 
work, positive „can-do‟ attitude 
and supportive spirit of my 
fellow Board members.  They 
kept me out of trouble and 
made sure the BLSA ship was 
steered properly. 
 
I particularly want to thank the 
other departing Board 
members who, like me, are 
stepping down at the end of 
this month. 
 
Mike Burd, Social Director for 
the past two years, has been 
one of the most successful in 
club history.  Mike embraced 
the organizational concept that 
Sharon Hughes originated - the 
idea of having individual club 
members „host‟ specific social 
events instead of the Social 
Director trying to do it all - and 
made it work like a well-oiled 

machine.  The refinements and 
improvements Mike has made 
have been enormous.  The Pig 
Regatta actually made money this 
year!  Our social program has 
never been better. 
 
Ernie Hauser, BLSA Race 
Director for the past season, 
has kept our racing program up 
to extremely high standards.  
His management of the races, 
his energy in working to 
develop additional racing 
interest among „non-racers‟, his 
implementation of the 
increasingly popular „All-
Portsmouth Series‟, and his 
commitment to administrating 
a program that compares 
favorably to any in the mid-
west, have been absolutely 
outstanding. 
 
Thanks to you two, and the rest 
of the 2008 and 2009 Boards, 
for making me look good. 

In my last official act as 
Commodore, I have a surprise, 
one that I‟ll reveal at our 
Annual Banquet on Saturday, 7 
Nov 09.  It‟s something that‟s 
long overdue, in my opinion.  I 
hope you‟ll all agree.  See you 
all at the Banquet...and thank 
you all for supporting me so 
generously during the last two 
years.  

Well the season end is here, we 
had the last lake event the first 
weekend of October. The Top 
Chef Hanna Creek Chili Cook 
Off was a success.  Thanks to 
Annie Martinez and Scott 
Webb for hosting the event.  
(Annie won the event in 2008) 
We had 45 members and 
friends in attendance on a most 

blustery day and good weather 
for chili. We had some clear cut 
winners in the cook off. 1st 
place went to Sharon and Chris 
Hughes with their Buffalo 
Chicken Chili,  It was the  most 
popular vote winner.  2nd place 
went to Jan and Barry Brierly 
for their “Mom‟ Chili”  3rd 
place went to Ashli and John 
Slawter with their “Kielbasa 
Chili” it was noted that Ashli is 

quite proficient at “kielbasa 
sausage use in recipes”.  Also, 
newcomers Kathy and Rick 
Ege offered up a most unique 
zucchini chili.  Congrats to 
participants.  In recognition, 
the 1st place winners get to host 
the event next season. 
 
Keep in mind we have the 
annual dinner and awards 
banquet coming up November 
7th at Houston Inn in Mason 
OH. The social part starts 
around 6- 6:30 with dinner 
starting at 7. There is still some 
time left to RSVP, money will 
also be collected at the door. 
Cash bar will be available.  
Their will be four choices for 
entrees as well as ribs and 
prime rib for dinner, we are 
looking forward to a short 
awards presentation from 
racing and the board.  Cost is 
$25 per dinner which includes 
non alcoholic drink and tip. 
 
I want to thank all who helped 

me in my term, especially my 
wife Nancy for her support and 
enduring the pitfalls of 
planning and running around to 
make things happen.   
There is a lot that goes on in 
the background to make these 
events successful and the hosts 
need accolades in volunteering.  
Hopefully everyone sees that it 
can be an easier event with the 
hosts, with the advent of the 
new trailer things should be a 
bit easier for the next social 

director in keeping things going 
in a positive manner.  Please 
think about hosting an event 
next year. We all had fun and 
there are plenty of ideas for 
more fun.  Thanks.  
 
P.S.   On another note, we are 
still sailing for those that had to 
pull boats, another wonderful 
month of clear lake, leaves 
turning and good wind.  With 
all the rain the lake level is 
above summer pool. 

Barry- Thank you for your 

leadership and service 

Many Thanks to Team Burd  
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BLSA Barge Project 
  
On October 25th the Stooges and one 
apprentice stooge  
 

assembled to begin the project of  
refurbishing the BLSA Barge.   
 

 Work to be done includes re-carpeting and 
replacing rotted out floor boards as 
necessary. This may sound like an easy 
project but it involves a lot of  labor 

(provided by the Stooges).  Early Sunday 
morning we started the demolition to see 
what exactly had to be done.  We began by 
removing the seats, table and storage 
locker, the hard top and all the railings and 
fittings.    
You would not believe how much stuff  is 
on that eight foot by 20 foot boat.  This 
was followed by tearing off  the old carpet 
and inspecting the wooden floor.  It was 
discovered that the only boards that 

needed replacing are on the very front part 
of  the boat (good news).   
 

A four by eight sheet of  treated plywood 
was obtained and the front part 
replaced.  The four remaining boards were 
cleaned and cracks caulked.   
The next steps will be painting the whole 
floor with a sealing and preservative paint, 

installing all new carpet, reinstalling the 
fittings, rails and top.  When this project is 
complete, the BLSA Barge will be ready 
for many more years of  use by our sailing 
club.  The attached pictures show some of  
the work in process and the crew hard at 
work.  By the end of  next week, the 
project should be finished. 

The Stooges 
************************************** 
Ed. Note  -  This was one of  those 
projects undertaken by dedicated members 
of  BLSA without prompting. They saw the 
need to perform some structural 
maintenance to preserve a club asset and 
took on this sizeable project themselves. 
This kind of  dedication and hard work are 
the essence of  what makes a volunteer 
social organization work. Thanks from all 
of  us and special thanks to Ernie for 
running our  racing program the past two 
years. 

BLSA Barge  aka  ‘Safety Boat’ Refurbish - Steve Bossert  J24  ~  Sea P A    HannaCreek Slip 65 

The hard working ‘Stooges’ from l-r  

Ernie Hauser (Race Director),  

Rick Keeler (former Race Director), 

Steve Bossert (former Treasurer) and 

Chris Hughes (former Commodore). 

Final Racing Results 2009 

J-24 Fleet 
1st Steve Bossert — Sea PA 

2nd Rick Keeler — Juice 
3rd Ernie Hauser — StrataJem 

P Fleet 
1st Mike Connolly —  Blew Me 

2nd Chris Hughes — Heron 
3rd John Johannemann - Lump Sum 

Portsmouth Series 
1st Mike Connolly — Blew Me 

2nd Rick Keeler — Juice 
3rd Steve Bossert — SeaPA 

For complete details and individual race results, visit our website   www.blsa.us 
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2001 Catalina Capri 16.5 
Includes trailer, roller furling jib, 
reefable main, sail and cockpit 

covers. 
 

2003 Nissan 3.5 hp outboard 
 

Allan  
812-537-6360 

apd1@comcast.net 

 

12’ AMF Puffer 
$ 950 

Includes trailer and cover, main, jib, 
oars. 

Yellow hull, white interior. 

Jim 
812-662-0159 or  
812-593-5105 (c) 

gyouareyou@mac.com  

Blue and White Snark Sail 
National Championship Winner ! 

 

Mike Burd 

513-515-8137 

Mburd_0825@fuse.net 

2009 — Another Great Year ! 
 


