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Calendar 

It’s finally here.  The lake is open. Omer is 

working in the guard shack, ready to check your 

stickers.  Among this year’s winners for the first 

boats at Hanna Creek, are Andy and Nicole 

Holtkamp and John and Julie Dorner.  When I 

went to the lake the first Saturday, these two 

boats were in the water, masts up, and ready to 

sail.  Those of us still finishing our winter 

projects or still planning our launch are no doubt 

jealous of those relaxing on this beautiful 

weekend aboard. 

 

This weekend will surely see more boats 

launched, and a dock full of activity.  This is my 

favorite time of the year at Brookville Lake; 

reconnecting with friends we’ve seen only 

sparsely over the winter, seeing how the kids 

have grown, and meeting new sailors with their 

new boats.  I love the spirit of comradery that 

happens among us all as lines are secured, tools 

are loaned and borrowed, and masts are raised.  

 

If you are new to the lake, new to sailing, or just 

simply can’t remember from last year how this is 

supposed go together, there is a wealth of sailing 

knowledge among BLSA members.  Don’t be 

shy.  Ask for help.   

 

But getting our boats rigged is only part of it.  

Next comes the parades of dock carts of all 

varieties making their way down the ramps, 

ready to restock the galley.  People carrying 

sails, bimini frames, canvas of all types, and 

even a cooler or two.  Dock boxes are delivered, 

and soon the dock looks familiar once again. 

You clean, you stock, and you check your motor. 

And finally, you are ready to leave the dock for 

your shakedown cruise.  Ease the boat from its 

slip slowly.  Watch for other boats, and 

remember there is not unlimited depth in the 

Hanna Creek basin.  Be mindful of the power 

boat ramp at the entrance to Hanna Creek.  Give 

them plenty of room as you pass.  And please 

pull up your fenders; don’t embarrass the family. 
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Once you are in the clear, you 

head into the wind and raise 

the sails.  Make sure you 

remember your halyard from 

your sheet, and that nothing 

has inadvertently shown up on 

the wrong side of the lifelines.  

Kill the motor.  Trim the 

sheets.  Do you remember 

your topping lift from your 

downhaul?  Your boom vang 

from your cunningham?  

Organize your lines to prevent 

a tangle and to get them out 

from under foot in the cockpit. 

 

You fall off the wind, a little 

bit of heel, and you find the 

groove. There is nothing better 

than that feeling of the boat 

powering up under sail for the 

first time of the season.  

Summer has begun. 

Social Director        Dave Holdren —  Wind Shadow — Kells 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 

The annual Sock Burning/Ice Breaker social event was held on April 11th at Kent’s Harbor 

fire pit.  The weather man favored us with excellent weather to have the sock burning, 

chili, and wiener roast.  There were 45 attendees and everyone had a great time.  Thanks  to 

my co-hosts, Dave and Carolyn Forrester. 

 

The next social event will be the Welcome Back Picnic on May 16th at the Hanna Creek 

Circle at 6:00 pm.  The hosts for this event are Nicole and Andy Holtkamp.  J’s restaurant 

will be catering and the menu is: Fried Chicken, JoJo Fries, Cole Slaw, Rolls and Home-

made Dessert. As always, bring your own beverages.  Picnic tables are available but you 

may want to bring chairs.  Please RSVP by May 13th.  
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Vice-Commodore Musings     Tim Fry —  Tracy Ann — Catalina 28 — Kent’s Harbor, Slip C-26 

Early Season Comings and Goings 

 

April is waning and May is upon us.  The 2015 sailing season 

is starting.  In the pre-season, I noticed and experienced a few 

things I hope you’ll find interesting. 

 

In early April, Tracy and I went out sailing.  We moved from 

Hanna Creek down to Kent’s this year to get some extra pre-

season and post-season sailing time.  We thought everything 

was ready to go, but the first trip was doomed to be eventful.  

Motoring out of the harbor, the engine suddenly died.  I  

deployed the genoa and tried to sail off the lee shore before 

grounding, but there really was not enough wind to make it 

work and we were ever so gently blown aground on the 

northern tip of the golf course.  We were in a predicament. 

 

Everybody stayed calm and it was not too harrowing once I 

realized that the keel found sand or mud and we were going 

to avoid the rocks about six feet in front of us.  Tracy got the 

paddle from below and pushed us off the sand.  (Note to self, 

those collapsible boat hooks are crap and are of no use when 

it comes to serious pushing and fending off; they just col-

lapse.)  After she freed us, it was a simple matter to sail back 

to the slip figure out what went wrong with the engine.  As it 

turns out, the fuel pump was leaking and needed to be  

replaced.  The best guess is that there was some water 

trapped in the pump and it froze over the winter, causing the 

seal to leak.  I now have another thing to add to the post-

season decommissioning because that little oversight cost me 

two weeks of sailing time as I replaced the pump. 

 

Next up on the April hit parade was the boat renaming  

ceremony for new members Phil and Laurie Mayleben.  On 

April 25, with rain coming down and the temperature just 

nine degrees above freezing, we gathered by their new-to-

them Hunter 310 and enjoyed the renaming ceremony.   

Commodore Scott Webb performed the service.  The service 

is required to ask that Poseidon and the other nautical gods 

protect the boat and seek their permission for the name 

change.  Scott was a good sport, doing his best to keep his 

iPad dry, while Phil was running around sprinkling  

champagne over the boat, pausing on N, S, E, and W to pay 

homage to the wind god of those particular cardinal headings.  

The hearty crowd learned something about nautical tradition 

and then ran inside to enjoy some snacks and beer.  The 

Maylebens were rewarded the next day with sunny skies, 

good wind, and the lake all to themselves, so I imagine  

Poseidon approves of the “new” Mad Hatter. 

 

Finally, in late April, I went sailing with somebody who is 

still learning to enjoy the way the boat behaves in a strong 

wind.  It is not necessarily comfortable for all of us when the 

boat heals; it takes time to develop confidence that this  

behavior is normal and safe.  My friend was helming the 

boat.  What really impressed me about this person was that 

he told me when he became a little nervous about the angle 

of heal.  Responding to the concern, I suggested we head off 

on a downwind run to level out the boat.  At that point I 

complimented my helmsman and told him he did two things 

right:  1) He went out on a day where he knew the condi-

tions were beyond his comfort level with somebody who 

could help him do it safely, and 2) he was smart and self-

confident enough to speak up when he had had enough.  

Sailing is supposed to be fun and it’s supposed to be a learn-

ing experience too.  Do not forget to challenge yourself and 

bring along another, more experienced, sailor to help you 

expand your personal experience envelope; it is a good thing 

to do.   

 

I wish good luck to all of you in the coming days and weeks 

as you launch and prepare your boats.  Pay close attention to 

any gremlins that may have snuck in over the winter.  As 

always, if there is anything I can do to make your BLSA 

experience, please let me know. 
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Racing Director       John Slawter — Uno Mass — S2 7.9 — Hanna Creek, Slip 71 

Communications    Sharon Hughes  

— Heron — O’day 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 46 

5…4…1…GO!  

(join us on May 30th if you don’t get it…) 

 

Last month I reminded everyone that planning and prepara-

tion in April will determine how smoothly your commission-

ing in May will go.  Like most, I can’t believe it came and 

went that quickly and I am now scrambling to complete a few 

more projects before launching this weekend.  But that’s the 

beauty of it—we can actually sail, rather than plan and pre-

pare (and pay--ugh). 

 

So let’s get on with it!  By now I am sure everyone is aware 

that May 16th is the Clean Bottom Regatta.  Don’t forget that 

skippers meetings start at 11:00 rather than noon this year.  

We are getting an earlier start to get more races in on a single 

day.  I am happy to introduce two new awards this year.  

Brag Flags will be awarded to the winner of each regatta.  

Additionally, individual race winners will receive a bullet 

sticker to proudly display on their boat.  This will give every-

one an opportunity to see who has won races (ala, helmet 

stickers) whether they have their flags out or not.  It is also a 

great way to show our pride in BLSA and promote member-

ship. 

 

As you can see from the May schedule, the Clean Bottom 

Regatta is just the beginning.  Family Day, sponsored by 

Strictly Sail, is going to be a blast.  Please promote this event 

with friends, family and anyone else who might be interested 

in sailing.  Ashli and I will be hosting an introduction to sail-

ing class for kids at 3:00 pm that day.  This will be a lot of 

fun and culminates with Puddle Duck Regattas for both kids 

and adults.  In addition to promoting sailing, this is a great 

opportunity to promote membership in BLSA as well.  May 

30th will be our Racing Skills Seminar—this is your chance 

to learn the basics of racing and put your new skills to use 

during on the water practice. 

 

I hope you will join us for all of these events and if you are 

thinking about racing for the first time, please let me know.   

I will make sure you are prepared and comfortable so you 

can see just how much fun racing your boat can be.  Wel-

come to the 2015 BLSA racing season! 

Saturday, May 16 

11:00 am  

Clean Bottom Regatta 

 

Saturday, May 23 – Memorial Day 

3:00 Kids Intro to Sailing 

TBD Puddle Duck Regatta 

Saturday, May 30 

11:00 am  

Racing Skills Seminar 

This is a gentle reminder from a former Social Director: 

 

PLEASE respond to RSVP requests for our Social Events.  It 

only takes a moment to respond either “yes” or “no”. 

 

This will help your host committee plan for the correct 

number of attendees and how much food to provide.   This 

also helps prevent wasting club resources by “guessing” too 

many or not having enough food for those who are there. 

 

Thank you in advance for working with the Social Director 

and your co-members who have stepped up to host events. 
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact 

Tim Fry 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

Located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and Old Rt. 101, just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

 

 

1908  Old Rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

Tackle@ymail.com 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

