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BLSA BOARD MEMBERS 

Etta James became famous, in part, for her bluesy Jazz song ‘At Last’.  

Well, ‘At Last’ after a seemingly endless winter, May 1st is upon us. The official opening of 

Hanna Creek is this coming Wed, the lake is at summer pool and the relocated section of 

docks is now connected and ready for a new season.  

The new dock arrangement will bring changes, some of which will of course take some 

getting used to.  On the very positive side every dock will have a minimum of 5 ft. of water 

with an easier passage to the lake. I was there this past weekend and access to all docks 

looks to be quite good, but if there are specific issues that you feel should be addressed, 

please communicate your concern to any of our board members. Time will tell how much 

reprieve from the silt devil this particular solution will provide, but let’s all be thankful that 

we were able to accomplish something positive and continue to work with the state to ‘Save 

the Creek’. 

Your board has been working hard on preparations for this season. The social and racing 

calendars are set and the final editing of the membership book is in progress. The books 

will be handed out at the Welcome Back Cookout on May 18th, so if you haven’t sent your 

registration and dues in yet, please do like the man says and ‘Get ‘er Done’. 

One last item. Over the next few weeks boat launching and rigging will occupy much of 

our time. While it’s always exciting to get back on the boat, let’s all remember to be cau-

tious and take the extra time and solicit help when needed to complete all these tasks safely. 

Boats, masts, gasoline and all the associated hardware present plenty of hazards. Also re-

member to make sure all of the required safety equipment is on board and that your crew is 

trained how to use them. Let’s have a safe and fun summer.           Bill 
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Ashli Slawter is heading up the BLSA Kids Program this summer. If you would like more information, please contact 
Ashli at slawter@insightbb.com 
 
Here is an story here very talented son, Jack, wrote for school about  learning to sail: 

                                             Learning to Sail 
 

Have you ever thought about learning to sail? Well I have been sailing and it was a lot of 

fun. 

I was with my dad and grandpa at Flathead Lake in Montana this summer. It was noon on a 

sunny day. We decided it would be a good day to go sailing. First, we had to put the boat 

together. It was a small sail boat with only room for one or two kids. 

 

We got the boat off the rack and began to put it together. My dad and grandfather stood and 

watched me to see if I could put it together by myself. I started attaching the sail to the 

mast and the boom. Most of it was easy but standing the mast straight up and putting it in 

the hole on the boat was difficult. I was able to do it by myself though. Dad and grandpa 

were still watching me and not saying a word. 

 

Then I had to clip the main sheet to the boom. That was pretty easy. I just had to pull the 

carabineer, a small clip, up and clip it to the boom. Dad and grandpa continued to watch. I 

hadn’t messed up yet! 

It was time to put my life jacket on and go sailing! I connected the bow line to the cleat on 

the dock. The boat slowly slipped backwards into the water. I carefully got into the boat so 

it would not capsize. I attached the rudder to the back of the boat and put the keel into its 

slot in the middle of the boat. I was happy and proud of myself. My dad said wow! I was 

ready to sail. 

 

I began moving the tiller back and forth so I could get farther into the water. Dad and 

grandpa were watching me from the dock. When I was about 25 feet off the shore the sail 

caught the wind. I was excited that I was going so fast! I felt like I was flying across the 

water! I stayed out on the water sailing for about an hour. 

 

When I finally returned to the dock dad and grandpa 

 greeted me with big  smile. Dad said that was awesome! 

 

Sailing was the most fun I have ever had and I will never 

 get  tired of it!!!! 

                                                     Jack Slawter  

mailto:slawter@insightbb.com
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact   Bill 

Beglin 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 
 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

tackle@ymail.com 

An Italian dinner for 2 or more in just 15 minutes sound 

delicious or too good to be true?  Well thanks to Bertolli 

frozen dinners in a bag an Italian dinner can be ready for 

you and your crew in under 15 minutes. 

 

Here is what you will need: 

1 bag (for 2) 2 (for 4 to 6) of any of the great tasting    

Bertolli frozen dinners in a bag. They will keep just fine in 

a cooler 

A bag of ready mix salad and your favorite dressing 

a loaf of Italian bread 

and a bottle of fine wine. 

So if you plan on a night on anchor or at the dock, a good 

dinner is only 15 minutes away. 

From Bill’s boat to yours…. 

Our social director, Bill Ralston, has a great tip for a 

fast and tasty dinner.  

   A Few Misc Things to Keep in Mind 

A note from our Harbormaster: 
After you have launched your boats, moved into your 
slips, please take note of any damage or needed re-
pairs and forward those requests to the harbormaster 
at reefdmain@aol.com 
Jeff Houk  

The club has BLSA Koozies 

for sale; 1 for $3 or 2 for $5. 

See Bill Beglin.  

2013 Membership books will 

be passed out at the Welcome 

Back Cookout on 5/18. It’s 

very handy to keep one on your 

boat & one at home. If you 

would like to purchase an extra 

book, they are available for $5. 

 Swap Meet         Do you have sailing related items you do not need 

anymore? Do you have items you have been looking for but are too 

expensive new? We have an answer for you!!!Bring your gently 

used, un-needed items to the BLSA SWAP MEET on 6/1, 10:30 @ 

Hanna Creek Circle. You will be able to swap, sell or buy items 

from other members.  

Summer Sailstice is June, 22nd. Don’t forget to 

register your boat for a change to win individual 

prizes as well as prizes for the club.  

www.summersailstice.com 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

