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From The Helm 
By Mike Burd Bavaria 32 ~ Windswept   Slip D-30 at Kent’s Harbor Marina 

Calendar 

Once again spring has turned 
on us.  Last month I wrote 
about sailing calling us to the 
lake, this month the weather 
keeps us from the lake. 
Although some of us have been 
out sailing, the majority are still 
waiting for the lake level to 
come up to summer pool. We 
understand we have no control 
over Mother Nature, and it 
seems even less control of the 
Army Corp., who use this 
reservoir to help manage and 
maintain the Ohio River level 
and flow. Last year we could 
not get into the lake due to the 
high water and flooding, this 
year it’s the complete opposite, 
the lower level has forced us to 
bump back our launchings and 
our start of sailing.   
 
BLSA has been going strong 38 

years, this year. We’ve had our 
ice breaker social function and 
are looking forward to the 
Welcome Back social coming 
up on May 19th.  The club 
membership drive is going 
strong; we are up to 90% of 
membership from last year and 
still hope to have the others 
join us as soon.  We had a new 
idea for the membership 
booklet this year,  the addition 
of member photos.  Everyone 
seems enthusiastic about adding 
an individual or family picture 
to their information.  We are 
also approaching some sailors 
that have not joined in the past 
and have boats moored or 
docked at the lake. In Hanna 
Creek Marina alone there are 
approximately 30% of slip 
holders who do not partake in 
the club.  Mike Chrisman and 

myself are going to hand out 
club info to sail boats that 
potentially could be new 
members,  and we will be going 
around the lake to other 
marinas May 12th and after 
handing out cards for the Open 
House, which we have 
scheduled for June 9th.  We 
were diligent in getting the 
cards to the Cincinnati Boat 
Show and we have some 
handed out to Strictly Sail in 
Cincinnati and Sailboats Inc. in 
Indianapolis.  The club is 
hosting the Open House in 
hopes of getting more people 
interested in our club and the 
functions.   
 
The board has been working 
with others and IDNR to 
discuss options for the silting 
situation at the Hanna Creek 
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BLSA BOARD MEMBERS 

Lake Level as of 

noon on 5/2 is  745.7 

ft. or  ~ 2’- 3” below 

summer pool.  

Come on rain ! 
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Marina.  There are a few ideas 
that have been submitted to 
IDNR. As well as trying to get 
extra time available at the end 
of the season to offset some of 
the lost time at the beginning 
and they have now planned on 
keeping Hanna Creek open 
through Sunday Oct. 14th.    
 

Club finances have come 
together and we approved the 
proposed social and racing 
budgets for 2012.  We have no 
major expenditures going out 
right now and are keeping our 
reserve and maintenance funds 
current.   
 
We are looking forward to 

providing members with the 
liveliest social functions and 
competitive racing this year.  
Please come out for at least one 
social function every month 
and try your hand at racing, we 
have a well run yet still relaxed 
racing program shaping up and 
would love to have a few more 
participants. As always if you 

have concerns or want to share 
some info with the board, 
please pick out the member you 
feel you can talk with and give 
us suggestions and ideas.  We 
are here to serve you. 
Pushing off now, see you at the 
Lake! 

Mike 

Social Calendar        Bill Ralston…..Catalina 250 ~ Escape      Slip 67 at Hanna Creek Marina   

 

WELCOME BACK 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

 
 

JOIN US  - SATURDAY NIGHT  

MAY 19TH 

6:00 PM — HANNA CREEK 

Our 2012 Welcome Back dinner will be held much earlier than last years 

which was delayed till early June due to the high lake levels. Naturally 

this year we’re waiting for the lake to fill up! The rain we’ve had in the 

last few days as well as that predicted should get us to summer pool quite 

soon.  Come on out for the racing seminar and practice races followed by 

the delicious spaghetti dinner.  Don’t forget to BYOB. 

2011 Welcome Back Dinner 



Page 3    The Mainsheet    May 2012 

Golf  is a Good Walk Spoiled   John  Slawter  ~ Uno Mas racer’s spouse    Slip 71 at Hanna Creek Marina 

“Golf is a good walk spoiled.” 
 

You might be thinking the same thing 
about racing sailboats.  However, you 
might also admit that you have 
wondered what it would be like, how 
your boat might perform, and how 
well you could make her go.   
 

“If there’s more than one boat on 
the lake, you’re racing!”   

 
Admit to that one too.  You’ve looked 
over your shoulder and thought:  He 
needs to ease those sails a bit.  And fall 
off some.  Can’t he tell he’s pinching? 

 
You see, there’s a racer in every one of 
us.  It just takes a first step and a little 
support from your friends to help you 
get started.  For us, our first step was 
entering our first race.  The other 
critical piece was encouragement from 
Mike Connolly.  Mike had been named 
“Most Improved” the year prior and 

was on his way to winning the club 
championship that year.  He stopped 
by our slip after our first race and 
congratulated us.  He continued to 
encourage us over the next few races 
and eventually we started to ask him 
for advice on trimming, tacking, etc.  
At one point he asked, “What’s your 
strategy for the start?”  He got a good 
laugh at my response:  “Umm, be there 
when the gun goes off?”  Clearly, I had 
a lot to learn and that was all it took.  I 
was hooked. 

 
And that is what sailboat racing in 
BLSA is all about:  Fun and 
Camaraderie.  That theme has 
continued throughout our experience 
with the racing program.  Steve Tacey 
rode with us during one of the “pro-
am” type events the club hosted.  I can 
tell you I learned more about sailing in 
that one race, than I had learned in the 
last 3 years, including a year of racing.  
He became another mentor for us.  
Scott Webb and Annie Martinez have 
been dockmates with us since 2007 

and competing over the last two years 
has been a blast.  The competition 
aspect of racing is exhilarating but it’s 
the social aspect that keeps people 
involved. 

 
In February, I wrote an article about 
deciding to try racing for the first time.  
I hope you can relate to the 

reservations that I had about hitting 
things (primarily other boats), breaking 
things (primarily my boat), and just 
embarrassing myself in general.  All of 
us have been there and if you have 
ever wondered what the lure of racing 
is all about, here is your chance to see 

for yourself in a very friendly and 
instructional setting.  On Saturday, 
May 19th, we are hosting our annual 
racing seminar.  This is a great way to 
learn how sailboat racing works, 
optimize performance on each point 
of sail, and strategies to win.  The day 
will start with land-based instruction 
and culminates with a few practice 
starts and a practice race.  This is your 
chance to give it a try once and for all.  
I hope you will join us! 

John 
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact   

Mike Burd 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 
 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

tackle@ymail.com 
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Indiana Boating Laws 
Now’s a good time to review Indiana boating regulations to insure both you and your boat are ready for the 2012 
season. The Indiana Boating handbook is accessible online at http://www.boat-ed.com/in/handbook/pdf_index.htm 
An online boating safety  course is also available. http://www.boat-ed.com/indiana/  The course and 
boater safety certificate are available for $29.50 which is only charged after you pass the course. This may 
entitle you to a lower insurance rate., check with your agent. Note that minimum requirements for all boats 
are: 1 Life jacket for every person on board, 1 Fire extinguisher - if boat is over 26' you will need 2 fire 
extinguishers, Throwable (can either be a cushion or ring), Copy of your boat registration, Working horn and of 
course DNR Launch/Lake permit.  

Last last last call for submitting your 2012 membership form, dues and 

picture in time to be in the 2012 membership booklet. We’ve had a 

great response this year with both memberships and pictures. Don’t be 

left out. Books will be distributed at the Welcome Back dinner. 

 go to:  www.blsa.us  and click on ‘Join us’ 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

