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The Mainsheet 

From The Helm 
By Randy Jones     Catalina 310 ~ Fever III   Slip B-1 at Quakertown Marina 
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BLSA BOARD MEMBERS 

2010 BLSA Membership 
Drive is a Big Success 

 
The BLSA Board is pleased to 
welcome back all of the new 
and renewed members for the 
2010 sailing season and to urge 
any of you who have not yet 

renewed to  mail your 
application and fees in now.  
We are presently assembling 
and preparing to print the 2010 
BLSA Membership Booklet.  
Those who have joined up to 
this time will be included in the 
Booklet.  There is usually  an 
addendum to the Booklet later 

in the season to include those 
who were unable to join by the 
deadline.  We will distribute the 
Membership Booklets to the 
members at the BLSA 
Welcome Back Social on May 
22.    
To date we have 67 total 
memberships, including 5 new 

As I pen this I can imagine 
many of you doing the last 
minute cleaning and fix-up of 
your boats in anticipation of 
launch day.  I have yet to de-
winterize Fever III but am 
looking forward to our first 
weekend back on Brookville 
Lake.  Janice and I have been 
trying to finish up our winter 
projects, like the bathroom 

remodel, spring cleaning and 
yard work because such things 
are not for summer when we 
are sailing.  On April 22 the 
Board had the last pre-season 
meeting at Dan CaJacob’s 
home, please find the minutes 
attached to the newsletter 
email. We resolved any 
remaining pre-season issues.  
The roster will be printed 

shortly so this is your last 
notice to send in your dues and 
be included in the roster.  We 
now have a new stock of BLSA 
Burgees, $25.00 each, for your 
purchase.  Contact me if you 
want one.  The racing program 
starts 5/15 and the welcome 
back cookout is 5/22, mark 
your calendars and I will see 
you there. 

Membership Update 
By Dan Cajacob     J-24 ~ CutThroat   Hanna creek Dock  # 32 
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Harbormaster Update        Cory Chadwick…..Tartan Piper 3100 ~ Panda      Slip E-50 at Hanna Creek   

USING SPRINGLINES TO 
SECURE YOUR BOAT 

 
Who in the boating community 
hasn’t at one time asked what is 
a “spring line” and how is it 
used.  Spring lines are not 
required but can be used in 
addition to bow and stern 
mooring lines to prevent excess 
forward or backward 
movement of your boat.  While 
typically bow and stern lines are 
used to control the 
distance from the boat 
to the dock, Spring 
lines are used to 
control fore and aft 
movement. If your 
boat moves forward 
too far during high 
winds or wakes created 
by other boaters it may 
strike the dock and/or 
the fenders may get 
displaced and not 
protect your boat 
properly from the sides 
of the slip due to the 
rocking motion.  
Spring lines (fore and 
aft) are only required 

on one side of the boat.  Most 
individuals chose to put their 
spring lines on the side of the 
boat closest to the dock. 
 
The fore spring line is 
configured to run from the aft 
(stern) cleat on the boat to a 
forward cleat on the dock 
nearer the bow of the boat 
which helps restrict backward 
(aft) movement of the boat.  
The aft spring line runs from 

the bow cleat on the boat to the 
dock cleat near the stern of the 
boat and keeps the boat from 
moving forward toward the 
front of the slip.   Lines are not 
tensioned tightly but just 
enough to limit forward and 
backward movement of the 
boat.  Run the lines as straight 
as possible, not around a 
stanchion or through a fairlead 
on the boat, to the dock cleat. 
 

Spring lines should be sized 
similar to mooring lines which 
is related to the length and 
displacement of your boat.  
Larger boats need bigger lines.  
The article last month entitled, 
Docking lines & Securing your 
boat, discussed recommended 
line sizes for different length 
boats.  Spring lines should be at 
least as long as the boat they 
are going to secure.   
 

 
Please note that 
these instructions 
are focused on 
fresh water lakes 
and reservoirs, not 
saltwater, where 
tidal changes must 
be considered 
when you secure 
your boat in a slip 
or to the dock. 
 

Spring lines in the 
diagram to the left 
are colored red. 

memberships.  New members 
include:      
 

Albert and Lydia Dudzik 
Batavia, OH 

 

Blaise and Kim Gatto  
Franklin, OH 

 

Jesse and Judy Moore 
Cincinnati, OH 

 

Marc Crutcher  
 Louisville, KY  

(Ullman Sails rep) 
 

Jeb “Jack” Fisher 
 Winchester, IN 

 
A hearty welcome to all of you.  
I'm sure you will enjoy the 
benefits of BLSA membership. 
 
Four have renewed at the 

Admiral's Club level, 48 at the 
Family level, 8 at the Single 
level,  4 at the Associate level, 
and 3 at Founding Member 
level.   
 
Our membership fees have 
remained the same in 2010 as 
they have been for the 
preceding two years.  At $90 
for a family membership it is a 
true bargain for a season of  
fun and activities.  Other levels 
of membership are available to 
meet your specific situation or 
level of interest and 
involvement.  Singles, for 
example, can join for as little as 
$50 per season. 
 
The generosity of our members 
has contributed greatly to the 

continued success of BLSA.  
Over the past two years, for 
example, the many voluntary 
donations to the Trailer Fund 
culminated, last Fall, in the 
purchase of a brand new 5' x 8' 
enclosed trailer.  This is being 
used for storage and 
transportation of club 
equipment and has been a 
dream-come-true for our Social 
and Racing programs.  In 
addition, every year several 
benevolent members join at the 
Admiral's Club level, providing 
BLSA with additional funds for 
those unexpected expenses 
which are inevitable to any 
organization.   
 
On the 2010 BLSA 
Membership Application, you 

may have noted that in place of 
the Trailer Fund is the 
Voluntary Donation Fund.  
This new fund is being 
developed to provide support 
for the ongoing maintenance 
and replacement of  BLSA 
equipment and other assets.  
For those of you who find it 
within your budget to donate to 
this voluntary program, BLSA 
is most grateful.   
 
 Attached to this edition of the 
Mainsheet is a copy of the 2010 
BLSA Membership Application 
and Renewal Form.  If you 
have not yet done so, why not 
print the form now and mail it 
in.  We look forward to seeing 
you all at the lake soon. 
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FJ Worlds 2007, A View 
From the Middle 

 
FJ Worlds and US Nationals 
were sailed from the Treasure 
Island Sailing Center between 
San Francisco and  Oakland on 
San Francisco Bay.  The 
Nationals was also a tune-up 
for the Worlds.  Windy 
conditions were the norm with 
one day so windy on the 
“regular” course that races 
were moved to the more 
sheltered area south of the 
bridges between Oakland and 
San Francisco.  That also was 
challenging since the tide is 
much stronger and the trip 
back to Treasure Island 
included a game of chicken 
with two container ships just 
leaving port. 
 
My recollection of racing was 
very long races on the first day 
of Nationals and long sails 
from Treasure Island to the 
race area.  Generally the races 
were the old Olympic style with 
beat, two reaches, beat, run and 
final beat.  The first five to six 
places tended to have a regular 
pecking order with Peter 
Wander having excellent boat 

speed and handling teaching 
everyone else how to do things 
in most conditions (usually 
windy).  Torsten Willemsen  
usually was second and Bert 
Wolf third.  It was fun to watch 
those boats sail very fast with 
good boat handling that 
allowed them to sail through 
the rest of the fleet even if they 
didn’t start very well.  The rest 
of the first tier boats had 
slightly slower speed and boat 
handling was not quite as good.  
That may have been related to 
the crews not being as 
experienced together as the 
first three boats. 
 
It was an awesome sight seeing 
the first tier boats planing 
upwind and then turning the 
corner, setting their spis and 
three sail reaching on the wire 
to the gybe mark and then back 
on the wire for the second 
reach.  They would extend their 
leads and then fly up the beat 
and work the shifts both on the 
beats and down the run. 
 
For the middle of the fleet, and 
to some extent the back of the 
first tier boats, there were lots 
of capsizes with fairly fast 

recovery if the masts didn’t get 
in the bottom.  Otherwise the 
middle of the fleet tended to 
sail fairly conservatively with 
spi’s spending most of the race 
stowed unless the crew wanted 
to wash things off. 
 
The most popular sails seemed 
to be DeVries, a few Hagoort, 
Pryde, Ullman, North and a 
variety of other sailmakers 
from the competitor’s country.  
Boat age didn’t seem to make 
much difference; crew weight 
also tended to be spread over a 
large range.  Spars were mostly 
Selden and Superspar. 
 
This was one of the smallest 
World’s fleets in memory and 
the location made it very 
expensive to transport boats 
and crews.  Quality of sailing 
was very good at the top and 
most of the rest of the fleet had 
good seamanship so they were 
able to handle the conditions 
that were very demanding in 
several races.  Social events 
were fairly limited and about 
half the crews roomed at the 
Berkley campus so there was a 
fair amount of interaction with 
different nations.  The 

Japanese, Italians and 
Americans had ride pools and 
also ate together regularly.  The 
Dutch had the best organized 
team and had staked out 
supermarket cards so they 
would show up in the morning 
with breakfast for a huge 
number of people as well as a 
lunch production line.  Races 
were well run despite a lack of 
boats and manpower.  The 
people doing the work were 
efficient and made everything  
run much better than might be 
expected.  The regatta was well 
run and contestants seemed to 
enjoy themselves. 
 
The bottom line is that I 
enjoyed sailing and would 
recommend anyone who has an 
interest in gaining a lot of 
experience in a short time to try 
sailing a major championship.  
The top sailors are very willing 
to give advice – particularly if 
invited to do so.  One thing 
that was missing at this regatta 
was a debriefing of the winners 
after races to give everyone the 
benefit of their knowledge. 
 
Ed. Note: For more 
information on the Flying 
Junior class and it’s history go 
to:  
http://www.ussailing.net/fjus/ 

FJ Worlds 2007      BLSA charter member Paul Hemker……….FD and Freedom 25     Slip 16 at Hanna Creek Marina  

Paul Hemker wrote the 

following article for the FJ 

national magazine. If you are 

not familiar with Paul’s racing 

achievements let me help you. 

 

 

FD National Champion, 

FJ National Champion  

(several times) 

FJ  N. Am. Champion 

A Class cat N. Am. Champion 

Rhodes Bantam Int. Champion 

(several times) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So if you ever have any 

questions about competitive 

racing this is the gentleman 

you should talk to!  Paul and 

his wife Heide are charter 

members of BLSA.  
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Consistency  by BLSA member Marc Crutcher 

Abive: 
Notice all of the mastmen and foredeck crew doing just their jobs. 
Notice all of the pitmen doing their jobs faithfully at the companion-way 
(Beneteau First 36.7  NA’s 2007) 
 
Consistency is a word commonly heard from skippers and 
owners, and for good reason.  If you were to look any winning 
grand prix program in competition today, you could apply the 
rule of consistency to many aspects of their program.  Grand prix 
racing aside, these lessons can be brought to club racing to help 
our programs gain confidence and win more races. 
 
The first rule of consistency is to show up.  Be it crew or skipper, 
you have to be there to win.  As many skippers know, training 
new crew to do a job is tough and time-consuming.  Once you 
have learned the basics and feel confident, simply showing up for 
the races consistently will alone make you valuable crew.  Getting 
the boat to show up for every race will let you be competitive for 
an entire series and give you a shot at hanging some pickle dishes 
on the mantle. 
 
Below:  Notice these AC racers keeping their heads down and concentrating 
on their specific jobs.  They are so into it, they don’t even know which way 
they are going.  Credit: ETNZ Images 
 

 

 
   
The next rule of consistency is how you do your job on the boat.  
If on a simple maneuver like a tack, you get someone different to 
tail and sheet every time, you will end up with a skipper who yells 
and a crew mess in the cockpit.  Giving people very specific jobs 
to perform in a very specific order allows the boat to get around 
the course more efficiently. Now don’t get me wrong about this -
- having a rockstar do all of the jobs and keeping someone as 
railmeat is NOT the answer.  Try giving someone who is not so 
experienced one or two simple tasks, such as making sure to let 
the downhaul off for a gybe, or tailing the jib trimmer.  By doing 
this, that person understands the role they play and the roles of 
others, thus demystifying some aspects of sailboat racing.   
 
A word on micromanagement, it does not work.  
Micromanagement will make your crew feel undervalued and if 
you are the one doing it then you are most likely doing all the 
jobs at about 50%.  Letting more people get involved in our 
sport is the point anyway.   
 
Consistently assigning tasks allows everyone to get better at each 
job, and that makes the boat go faster, tack and gybe quicker, and 
win some races. It makes better sense to allow the skipper to 
concentrate on such things as tactics and not on whether the 
foredeck is clear to tack. (micromanagement)  It not only helps 
the skipper’s blood pressure, it helps the crew to do what matters 
so the boat will win. 
 
Below:  Be it large or small, having crew consistency will improve 
teamwork, camaraderie, and let your boat win some races. 

 
1936 crew of the 
Endeavour  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Credit: www.ViewImages.com 
Marc Crutcher 

Unbridled Sailing    www.UnbridledSailing.com 
Sails-Rigging-Coaching-Lessons 

Marc@UnbridledSailing.com       (502) 718-2969 

http://www.viewimages.com/
http://www.UnbridledSailing.com
mailto:Marc@UnbridledSailing.com
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Social Calendar        Mike Chrisman…..Catalina 250 ~ Escape      Slip 38 at Hanna CreekMarina   

BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact 

Randy Jones 

 

 

 

Mid-Lake 

Trading Post 
 

Hud and Diana Ozbun 

 
Need ice, misc. food, 

supplies, bait etc. ? 

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 

 

Support them as they are 

supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer for free 

 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

The BLSA Welcome Back to 

the Lake Picnic will be held 

on Saturday May 22nd at 

6PM.  Please join us for the 

first social event of the season 

to be held at Hanna Creek. 

The club will provide chicken 

and Jo Jo's (potato wedges) 

from J's in Liberty.   

 

Last names beginning with A 

to K please bring a side dish to 

share.  Last names beginning 

with L to Z please bring a 

dessert to share. 

 

Please RSVP by Sunday 

May 16th to 

RSVP@BLSA.US 

Yes it looks like a fairly wet weekend  -  So what, you’ve been waiting all winter for this day, Put on 

your rain gear and get out to the lake! 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/
mailto:RSVP@BLSA.US

