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The Mainsheet 

From The Helm 
By Barry Brierley, Catalina 28 ~ Loon III    Slip 72 at Hanna Creek 

Commodore Brierley 

 Calendar 

I‟m writing this at the end of 
April, and I‟m feeling pretty 
darned good that I can report a 
major part of the year‟s work of 
your Board of Directors for 
2009 is successfully completed 
as of this time. I realize that on 
first thought, that might seem a 
bit strange. I mean, the sailing 
season is only just starting; we 
have almost all of our social 
events and every single one of 
our racing events still to go. 
How can the Board have 
completed a major share of it‟s 
year-long work at this early 
date?  
 
Well, while every new Board 
takes office on 1 Dec., in the 
depths of winter, the reality is 
that the Board needs to come 
out of the chute head down and 
pushing hard. The first 5 
months of the Board year are 
critically important to the 
success of the forthcoming 
season. It‟s during this time that 
the Board works towards 
achieving several vital club 
goals. 
 
We develop a realistic social 
schedule of events for the 
coming year, defining dates, 
places, times, etc.; we begin to 
seek out event hosts for each of 
those event; we develop a 

schedule of racing events, 
balancing races for the 
dedicated racers and also 
providing for our casual, 
occasional racers, and that 
correlates with the social 
calendar so that member‟s trips 
to the lake are made as efficient 
as possible; we develop a 
Committee Boat duty roster 
based on the previous year‟s 
racing results; we begin the 
long process of building a 
membership renewal drive, 
ensuring a viable number of 
memberships for the new year; 
based on the effectiveness of 
our membership drive and the 
resulting club revenue, we 
develop workable, affordable 
operating budgets, so that our 
social and racing goals and 
expectations are met. In 
addition, we also put together 
our annual Membership Roster 
booklet and distribute it to our 
members. From the perspective 
of BLSA Board members, after 
the work of December-through
-April is done, June and July 
seem almost like „light duty‟ 
months. 
 
And so, BLSA begins another 
season (our 35th continuous 
season) with a huge chunk of 
work successfully completed. 
The foundation for another fun 

sailing season has been laid. 
And you, as members, can 
begin to reap some of the 
benefits of BLSA.  
 
One thing, one of many, that 
would really make my personal 
BLSA season a success in 2009 
would be to see more of you. 
There are some of you who just 
don‟t come to social events, for 
one reason or another. If 
you‟ve fallen into that trap for a 
couple of years, I‟m hoping that 
2009 is the year you change that 
thinking and attend at least one 
event during the season. Look 
over the social calendar and 
pick a couple of events that 
sound like they might be the 
most fun for you, and „book 
them‟ on your calendar. Our 
Social Director, Mike Burd, is 
always imaginative and comes 
up with terrific ideas for fun 
events. Believe me, you‟ll have 
a good time. I‟ll remember for a 
long time the absolute fun Jan 
and I had at the Beer Tasting, 
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the Steak Dinner, and the 
Picnic and Raft-up last year. If 
you missed them last summer, 
don‟t rob yourself of a good 
time again. 

Another thing I‟d love to see in 
2009 is more of you taking part 
in our racing programs. Our 
Race Director, Ernie Hauser, 
has not only put together a race 

schedule that will please our 
hard core race enthusiasts, but 
has made extra effort to dream 
up race events for the rest of 
us, as well. I swear almost every 
sailboat on the lake seems 
faster than our Catalina 28 Loon 
III (AKA The Concrete Block), 
and Lord knows Jan and I 
aren‟t skilled racers, but she and 
I still have a ton of fun on race 
days. Don‟t let your 
inexperience put you off! Come 
on out and give it a whirl. Ernie 
has planned a little seminar to 
instruct us on the rules 
(Saturday, 9 May), so even us 
racing lunk-heads can find our 
way around. And the „All 

Portsmouth Series‟ races sound 
to me like a blast. No worries 
about 6 boats all crowding you 
at a rounding mark, the All 
Portsmouth Series races are 
one lap around a course almost 
all of us are already familiar 
with: the existing buoys 
between the No-Wake-Zone 
line near Hanna Creek and the 
Fairfield Causeway. To me, that 
sounds like a great opportunity 
to put some purpose in an 
afternoon‟s sail, racing in a 
friendly way with people we 
like instead of just meandering 
around the same old lake, while 
consuming one or two adult 
bevvies. C‟mon...does it get any 

better than that? 
 
The very reason BLSA exists is 
because like-minded people, 
who love sailing and sailboats, 
enjoy sharing that love with 
others.  

Make your 2009 membership in 
BLSA fruitful this summer. 
Come on and join us in the fun. 

Get Ready for Racing in 2009        Ernie Hauser      J-24 ~ StrataJem    Fairfield Dock 

Last month I described the way 
that the participants of record 
for the previous year's racing 
are performing race committee 
duty for the traditional Season 
Series races (12 race days).  This 
month, however, I want to 
describe the other BLSA racing 
activities. 
 
This year there are two stand-
alone events, the Pig Regatta on 
Sat-Sun June 6-7, and the 
WATH race day on June 27.  
The Pig Regatta is the only 2-
day event on our local racing 
schedule and coincides with the 
BLSA Pig Roast on that 
Saturday evening. The WATH 
(Women At The Helm) race 
day is a one day event.  Also, as 
I mentioned last month, this 
year there is another series 
called the All Portsmouth 
Series which will consist of a 
single, long race each of the 6 
race days. 

For the races of this much 
more casual series, all boats will 
race as a single fleet using the 
Portsmouth handicap system.  
The longer single race will give 
everyone a reason/excuse to 
check out some of the far 
reaches of our part of the lake. 
 
There is not a separate 
registration for these races, but 
a standard BLSA racing 
registration form (available on 
the BLSA website) must be 
completed in advance, and 

copies will be available at the 
skippers' meeting at Hanna 
Creek docks. 
 
Volunteers are welcome and 
encouraged to help with the 
Race Committee on these race 
days.  Not only do you get a 
chance to learn about the 
process of conducting sailboat 
races, but you get a front row 
seat for the action -- bring your 
camera!  Please contact the 
Race Director 
ernest.hauser@wright.edu if 

you are interested in spending 
the afternoon on the committee 
boat helping do Race 
Committee. 
 
Finally, the first event on our 
schedule, the Intro Race 
Clinic is on Saturday, May 
9th at 10 am at Hanna Creek.  
You can take a break from boat 
prep and participate in the 
discussion about the process of 
participating in sailboat racing 
with BLSA and especially the 
changes in the RRS 2009-2012.  
This is open to members, 
crews, and friends.  Bring a 
comfortable folding chair.  If 
you are not a member of US 
Sailing and do not have a new 
rule book, the new Racing 
Rules of Sailing can be found at 
the following URL: 
    http://www.sailing.org/
tools/documents/RRS2009-
2012-%5B5950%5D.pdf. 

5/9 Sat Intro Race Clinic 
5/30 Sat All Portsmouth Series (1 long race) 
6/6-7 Sat/Sun  Pig Regatta (2 Day)   
6/27 Sat WATH     
7/5 Sun All Portsmouth Series  (1 long race) 
7/25 Sat All Portsmouth Series  (1 long race) 
8/29 Sat All Portsmouth Series  (1 long race) 
9/12 Sat All Portsmouth Series  (1 long race) 
9/26 Sat All Portsmouth Series  (1 long race) 

Hmmm - this 

Portsmouth 

racing sounds 

like fun ! 
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How do You Like Your Eggs     Jenny Fox    Hunter 30 ~  Life Line    Hanna Creek Dock # 75 

One of the many joys of 
overnighting on Brookville 
Lake is the possibility of going 
out for breakfast the following 
morning.  We‟re only a short 
drive from true “country 
cooking” – and country prices.  
These neighboring restaurants 
give real value as well as a down
-home experience. 
 
Liberty, IN is a close location 
for those at Hanna Creek.  As 
you approach Liberty, you‟ll see 
The Liberty Bell Restaurant 
on your right.  Parking is in 
back.  The Liberty Bell has a 3-
egg special that can‟t be beat 
for value.  I happen to think 
they also have the best biscuits-
and-gravy breakfast. 
 
Our personal choice is The 
Liberty Restaurant on the 
north side of the town square.  
It‟s just a few blocks beyond 
The Liberty Bell.  Turn right at 
the stoplight by the courthouse.  
Parking for the Liberty 

Restaurant is on the street (but 
never a problem).  The Liberty 
Restaurant is run by four 
generations.  Tammy will likely 
wait on you, her sons bus and 
pour coffee, her dad is the cook 
and grandma makes the pies.  
Two eggs, meat, and toast will 
run you under $4.00.  They also 
serve a truly unique breakfast 
item called „The Real Thing‟ It‟s 
a grilled cheese sandwich with 
an egg and one of their 
excellent homemade sausage 
patties !  

We happen to think their 
coffee is the best in the area 
and the cups are truly 
bottomless. 
Also in Liberty is the  Woodriff 

Market for food and supplies, 
located across from the 
courthouse between the two 
lights.  As your heading back 
south out of Liberty you will 
also see a liquor store with 
most all libations you might 
desire. Be warned that their 
prices are a bit higher as they 
are one of the few liquor stores 
close to the lake.  
 
If on the other hand you prefer 
to head  south toward 
Brookville you‟ll find a 
McDonald’s on the right just 
beyond the turn off to 
Metamora for those who desire 
a Mc-sandwich.  Traveling 
further south  beyond the 
downtown area brings one to 
the Goldfinch Restaurant on 
the left.  (This is the old Theiss 
restaurant).  It‟s located next 
door to an IGA for those who 
need grocery supplies. 
 
Many of the boaters from the 
Fairfield area like to go to 

Kelly’s for breakfast.  You 
enter the store and the 
restaurant is in the rear portion 
of the store.  It‟s on the 
causeway road.  There are some 
Hanna Creek “old salts” who 
wouldn‟t eat anywhere else! Be 
advised though that the only 
rest room is a port-o-let! But, 
they do sell beer….. 
 
Mid-Lake Grocery – 
Intersection of Klein Rd. and 
the Fairfield ramp road to 
Kent‟s Harbor (old rt. 101). 
You‟ll see Klein rd. just before 
you start down the  big hill to 
Hanna Creek on Arthur Curry 
rd. Hud and Diane run this 
small business with a smile and 
can always use our support. 
They have some basic items 
and ice at fair prices 
 
There‟s something special 
about going out to breakfast 
after a night spent on the boat.  
It‟s truly a great way to start the 
day!  

Social Calendar        Mike Burd…..Bavaria 32 ~ WindSwept      Slip E-38 at Kent‟s Harbor Marina   

The social budget has been 
approved for the year.  We 
should not have a problem 
meeting the package submitted 
to the board.  Applications for 
event permits have been 
submitted to the IDNR for 
approval. We are waiting back 
for any response.   
The season opening sock 
burning was held April 4.  We 
had 44 members and guests 
enjoy a chicken and sausage 
gumbo, roasting socks, hotdogs 
and marshmallows.  Words of 
wisdom were passed on 
through the ceremonial sock 

burning. We watched as a few 
members who have the boats in 
over the winter were enjoying 
the wind.  Talk of spring 
preparation made most go back 
to their boats with renewed 
sense of urgency.  
 
Our next event is the Welcome 
back cookout.  Members with 
the last name starting with A-P 
please bring a covered side dish 
to share, members with the last 
name starting Q-W please bring 
a dessert. We will bring on the 
broasted chicken. Members 
should bring your own drinks 
and chairs, dinner will be 
starting on Saturday May 23rd at 
6pm at Hanna Creek Circle or 
picnic area.  Please RSVP by 
Wednesday May 20th.  
RSVP@blsa.us. 
Coming up a few weeks later 
we have the pig roast, 

scheduled for Saturday June 6th, 
we need a lot of help as this is 
by far one of the largest events 
we have.  We have realigned 
the event with the racing 
schedule.  This year we will 
only being doing the roast part 
of the event on Sat.  I need 
help with supplies, set up, 
cooking, cutting, and serving as 
well as clean up and normal 
party duties.  We are going to 
cook the pig ourselves again 
this year and that takes an early 
morning start up, I think last 
year we started it at 5ish in the 
morning. If more offer to help 
we can easily 
divide up the 
work load. If 
we get some 
help for the 
cooking we 
may do an 
informal 

breakfast with the grill and 
such.  Please call me to 
volunteer.  There are plenty of 
us who have not offered to 
help out on any event this 
year and we now need your 
assistance.  Call or e-mail me.   

mburd_0825@fuse.net 
513-515-8137 

mailto:RSVP@blsa.us
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1984 27’ Starwind — Breezin II 
$ 11,800 

Beam 9‟-8”  5,100 lbs. 4‟-11‟ keel 
8.5 hp diesel    Wheel steering 

Depth, speed, vhf, windex, dual batteries 
Neil Pryde Main, jib, genoa, recently  

re-conditioned. 
Includes cradle 

1985 Catalina 27 
Restless III 

$ 14,900 
 

8‟-10” beam  8300lbs. 
Roller furling 135% and 
110 % jib. Radio, portable 
toilet, microwave, pressure 
water, dual batteries, 14hp 

12’ AMF Puffer 
$ 950 

Includes trailer and cover, 
main, jib, oars. 

Yellow hull, white interior. 

812-662-0159 or  
812-593-5105 (c) 

Jim 
gyouareyou@mac.com  

1985 Capri 14.2  
$ 2,000 

Includes trailer 
Sails used but in good shape.  
Call Steve at 513-304-8554 

steve@bossertcpa.com 

The hazard is there every time 
we are on our boats. Gasoline, 
alcohol or propane stoves/
grills, electrical shorts, explosive 
gases from battery charging, 
candles etc. Recognizing the 
hazard exists is one thing, but 
making sure you and your crew 
are trained and your boat is 
equipped to handle a fire is 
most important. Ideally, 
everyone aboard should be 

aware of the fire extinguishers 
location and how to use it  
In the May issue of  BoatU.S. 
magazine there was an article 
on the classification and use of 
fire extinguishers. OK, your 
thinking I have a fire 
extinguisher, but when was the 
last time you looked at the 
gauge on it to see if it still held 
a charge ? Do you know the 
difference between the three 

classifications A, B, and C ? 
Most of us don‟t. How about 
Halon, how is it different ? 
Once you begin to use it, how 
long does it last 10 secs, 20 
secs ? How many extinguishers 
are required for your boat?  (If 
it‟s over 26‟,. you‟re required to 
have two extinguishers on 
board). Where should you store 
it ? Hopefully none of us will 
ever need to use one, but this is 

definitely an area where taking 
the time to be prepared is well 
worth it. BoatU.S. put together 
a serious of videos that are 
worth a few minutes to watch. 
They cover the various types 
and how to use them.  

 
www.boatus.com/
foundation/findings/46 

 

Fire safety - Would you know what to do ?   Bill Beglin  Beneteua 323  ~  Past Behavin‟   Kent‟s Dock E-40 


