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Calendar 

As I write this, I am looking out my 
window at more than 6” of snow with 
more on the way.  My boat, like many 
of yours, is under snow, under a tarp, 
or for the lucky few, tucked safely 
indoors somewhere.  The sock 
burning is just around the corner 
though, and by Club Tradition, anyone 
with boats in the water is expected to 
have them ready for a little cruise as 
the fire dies down.  We know who you 
are.  We want a ride. 

In the meantime, a few of us are 
escaping to blue waters and tropical 
breezes. 

Any trip to sail the British Virgin 
Islands is special.  The blue skies and 
blue water is unbelievable. The 
breeze is almost always blowing, and 

the rum is flowing.  This year, six 
couples from BLSA are heading down 
in just a few weeks, but for one 
couple, it will be even more special; 
Annie and I are “Tying the Knot” 

It was 8 years ago that I first brought 
her to Brookville Lake to sail 
LeHannah for our second date.  
Summers spent sailing & swimming, 
hanging out at BLSA events, and 
making new friends, lead to trying our 
hand at racing.  We won a few, were 
named “most improved” our first year, 
and a not too long after, won the Club 
Championship.  We traveled around 
the country together in search of our 
next boat, and did our first charter in 
the BVI’s in 2011.   

Many of you have heard the story of a 
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day in Cane Garden Bay 
where an April Fool’s 
joke turned into an 
impromptu wedding.  
(Annie always said it 
didn’t count though, as 
there was no jewelry 
involved). 

With the jewelry issue 
resolved, we are, leaving 
in just two short weeks to 
return to Cane Garden 
Bay and will return this 
time, truly as Mr. & Mrs.  
Despite her assertion 
that I am “perfect, but not 
for everyone”, she has 
agreed to marry me.  
(For real this time!) 

Summers sailing at 
Brookville Lake have 
been a big part of our 

lives together.  We are 
fortunate to have a great 
group of friends from 
BLSA, a few of whom 
are going to be there 
with us on the beach at 
sunset.   

For those stuck here in 
what remains of the 
Midwestern gray… We 
will raise a glass to you 
(does it seem wrong to 
drink a Painkiller at your 
wedding?). 

 

   

Racing Director         John Slawter — Uno Mass — S2 7.9 — Hanna Creek, Slip #71 

“Shake it up…who, who” –The Cars, 1981 
 
Although I’m sitting at Perfect North Slopes while the kids are tubing, I’ve got sailing on the brain and I’m 
looking forward to another great season of racing at BLSA.  This stuff is bound to melt sometime soon 
and we will be back out on the water before you know it.  In fact, the board approved the racing schedule 
last month and I am happy to announce some dramatic changes to the racing program that I’m sure you 
will enjoy. 
 
First, say goodbye to the marathon of series racing.  This may come as a shock, but I decided to try 
something very different this year.  Rather than 22 races spread throughout the season with 2 races each 
day, we are moving to a series of regattas, with 3 to 5 races per day, that support the social program and 
encourage participation.  In recent years, the regattas consistently had better turnout than the series rac-
es—I want to capitalize on that trend.  Committee duty and the subsequent scoring dilemma was also a 
source of contention that I can alleviate with individually scored regattas.  Additionally, this format encour-
ages participation by coupling every racing event with a social event, making it easier to commit to multi-
ple BLSA events in a single weekend outing. 
 
I have planned 7 regattas, 5 fun races, and 2 seminars, one for racers and one for cruisers.  The regattas, 
like the annual Pig Regatta, will be stand-alone events with a winner announced at each accompanying 
social event.  The fun races, like the Poker Run, will be spread throughout the season and will also be tied 
to a social event. 
 
What about the club championship you ask?  This year, the winner of the Pig Regatta will be our club 
champion.  However, to qualify as a contender, you must race in at least four of the first six regattas. 
 
How are we handling committee duty?  With a condensed schedule and more BLSA events stacked on  
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specific weekends, I will only need 8 volunteers for committee duty.  Please consider helping us out by 
contacting me or signing up at one of the social functions—I will have the schedule available with a sign 
up sheet.  Don’t be afraid if you have never done it before as I will help you set the course prior to the 
race.  It really is easy, a great way to learn about racing, and a fantastic way to support BLSA! 
 
I hope you are as anxious as I am to get the season started.  In fact, I have scheduled a new race on the 
same weekend as the Welcome Back Cookout to encourage everyone to get an early start.  The first re-
gatta of the year will be on May 16th.  The “Clean Bottom Regatta” is an opportunity for you to take ad-
vantage of that freshly painted, smooth as glass racing bottom.  Your boat will never be faster, so please 
join us for the first day of racing in 2015! 
 
The Cars classic, “Shake It Up,” came to mind as I was planning this season.  A new board, a new racing 
format, and new faces out on the race course are sure to make this season a great one.  If there is any-
thing I can do to make it easier for you to try racing for the first time or to encourage more participation 
from existing racers, please reach out to me.  I will see you at the starting line! 

New Feature: Sailing the Web…useful and fun websites for sailors. 

 

From Mike Chrisman: As most of you have seen the BLSA website (www.BLSA.us) you know that it is a basic, informa-

tional website.  Its purpose has been to give BLSA visibility on the world-wide web and to relay information to BLSA members 

and other sailors in the area.  The site also serves as a digital repository of club information, history and a few pictures.  

 

The web is a great marketing tool for our club.  Board members and I routinely receive requests for information about the club, 

Brookville Lake, and even sailing in general due to having our contact information posted online.  

 

As a resource for members, the goal has been to have information of interest in a single location.  On the “Lake Information” 

page, for example, I wanted to have one spot where I could check the lake level and weather forecast for the coming weekend.  

We have a “Links” page with other sites that may be of some interest to members.  I try to keep these relevant and spam-free.   

 

Over the past few years, my biggest challenge has been finding fresh content for the site.  I encourage members to forward infor-

mation or links of interest.  I also ask that you also let me know if you see any broken links, misspellings or other issues.  My 

experience with web design included only a basic HTML course and revising and maintaining www.BLSA.us, so I am open to 

suggestions.  

 

One area of particular need is photos. Many of the photos we have posted on the various pages have been the same for a few 

years now.  The site could use a refresh.  So, if you have some particularly nice BLSA-themed photos that you would not mind 

sharing, please let me know.  The club also has a Photobucket account that feeds the Photos page on blsa.us.  The Photobucket 

account includes albums of photos that have been taken by members.  There is a log-in required for uploading to Photobucket 

(and changes there could break the feed to the BLSA site), so please contact me if you are an interested photographer. 

 

From Chris Hughes: Are you making the most of your  time on and around Brookville Lake?  The facilities around the 

lake are managed by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR).  Their website (www.in.gov/dnr) provides helpful 

information about all the properties throughout Indiana managed by IDNR. 

Under “Places to Go” click through the “State Parks” link to “Brookville Lake” for a description of the facilities.  Did you know 

that the Brookville Lake area is world famous for 450-million-year-old fossils?  Or that there are more than 25 miles of hiking 

trails in the park?  If you have family coming to visit you can reserve one of the more than 400 campsites through the website.  

The “Property Advisories” link will give you the latest news on blue-green algae and black vultures attacking parked cars (I kid 

you not!). 

 

Don’t forget, your Annual Entrance Permit gets you into every IDNR property throughout the calendar year.  Once the sailing 

season is over take a drive to Brown County for the breathtaking fall colors, or to Pokagon State Park for the exciting toboggan 

run.  Information on all this and much more awaits you at www.in.gov/dnr. 

http://www.BLSA.us
http://www.BLSA.us
http://www.in.gov/dnr
http://www.in.gov/dnr
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Social Director        Dave Holdren —  Wind Shadow — Kells 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 55 

 

BLSA Annual Sock Burning/Ice Breaker 

12:00 Noon, Saturday, March 28th  

Kent’s Harbor Fire Ring 
 

Celebrate the end of winter and the upcoming sailing season.  Bring 

your socks to burn, drinks, and chairs, the club will provide the rest. 

  

Please RSVP to BLSA.news@gmail.com by 3/25/15 so we will know 

how many to prepare for and have name tags for everyone. 

 

RAIN DATE: April 11th. 

mailto:BLSA.news@gmail.com
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact 

Tim Fry 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

Located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and Old Rt. 101, just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

 

 

1908  Old Rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

Tackle@ymail.com 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

