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From The Helm 
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Commodore Brierley 

I’m feeling pretty darned good 
right at the moment.  For one 
thing, we had a terrific social 
event on Saturday, February 21, 
at BJ’s Brew House, with an 
excellent turn-out considering 
the lousy weather.  I’m sure 
Mike Burd will fill you in on 
that elsewhere in this newsletter.  
But let me just say: if you didn’t 
make it to the ‘’Snowstorm 
Social’, you missed out on a 
great time. 

But the thing that has me 
celebrating - in a small way - is 
that I just finished a bothersome 
task that I’ve been dealing with - 
on-and-off - for about three 
months now: I finally completed 
sorting through the four large 
boxes of old BLSA stuff that 
has been accumulating for 
decades.  Other commodores 
and other Boards in the past 
have tried to leave documents 
and records that were 
meaningful, and the stuff had 
piled up substantially over the 
years.  We needed to pare it all 
down to a manageable level, and 
so I undertook to do the grunt 
work. 

At first I was reluctant to throw 
anything out for fear it would be 
something valuable.  But it 
quickly became clear that most 

of the stuff simply didn’t have 
any real value to BLSA.  Despite 
the fact that some of it’s been 
around 30 years or more, I don’t 
think anyone from BLSA has 
even thought of it, much less 
looked at any of it, for years.  
After talking it over with the 
Board, the consensus was: pitch 
it.  I didn’t want to throw out 
anything that had real value, but 
I needed to get rid of these large 
boxes of mostly useless stuff 
that have been passed down 
from one Board to the next for 
decades.  After a lot of thought, 
here’s what I decided to do. 

I decided on 4 basic categories 
of stuff that I felt should be 
saved: 1. minutes from Board 
meetings; 2. copies of old 
membership rosters; 3. copies of 
old ‘Mainsheet’ newsletters; and 
4. certain miscellaneous 
documents that seemed to me 
to have historic or sentimental 
significance...‘Documents of 
Significance’, I called them.  So, 
I ruthlessly went through every 
single piece of paper that had 
been saved over the course of 
more than 30 years, and if it 
didn’t fit in any of the above 
categories, I gave it to Mr. 
Rumpke. 

And when the dust settled, what 

I found was interesting.  Once 
all the ‘chaff’ was eliminated, 
there was surprisingly little 
‘wheat’ left.  There are no 
rosters for the first few years of 
the club, for instance.  The first 
roster we have a copy of is 
1978; none for the first year of 
BLSA, 1974, and none for ‘75, 
‘76, or ‘77.  We have no Board 
meeting minutes for any of 
those early years, either.  And so 
it is with our club newsletter, 
‘The Mainsheet’: we don’t have 
a copy of a newsletter until 
1980.  Frankly, I was a bit 
disappointed at this. 

Under the category of 
‘Documents of Significance’, we 
have some fascinating stuff.  
For example, there is a full set 
of engineering drawings of the 
entire Hanna Creek Marina 
project, from the Army Corps 
of Engineers designers.  And 
there are many examples of 
correspondence between 
BLSA’s own Frank Kennedy 
and IDNR and the Corps, 
specifying changes and revisions 
that BLSA wanted to make to 
the Marina.  Most of those 
requested changes were made, 
incidentally.  And because the 
original intent was to have 
BLSA operate and manage the 
Hanna Creek facility, Mr. 
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Kennedy drafted quite 
thorough financial analyses on 
income, expense, projected 
cash flow, maintenance 
requirements, etc.  Over the 
course of this little 
‘housekeeping’ project of mine, 
I came to stand in awe of the 
work and time commitment 
Frank Kennedy - our very first 
Commodore - gave to our club 
during this time.  We owe him 
far more recognition and 
thanks than I think we ever 
gave him. 

There are also 40 or 50 
photographs in our archives, 
classified as ‘documents of 
significance’.  A lot of them 
show the East Fork Whitewater 
Valley as it was in the early 
1970’s, before the dam flooded 
everything.  There are also a 
few photos of one of our 
Annual Meetings, at Heuston 
Woods, with some familiar 
faces still recognizable today.  
I’ve asked Mike Chrisman, our 
Webmaster, to post these 
photos on our web site, so you 

can all enjoy them.  There are 
some interesting shots of the 
old, original town of Fairfield, 
now buried under water. 

None of this purging of our old 
BLSA junk will rank as one of 
the ‘Great Achievements of 
Western Culture’, but I have to 
tell you I’m darned glad it’s 
over and done with.  So is my 
wife.  She absolutely did not 
appreciate having boxes of old 
dusty records piled up in our 
dining room. 

If any of you have interesting 
old BLSA relics stashed in your 
attics, please consider donating 
them to our newly streamlined 
‘archives’.  We’d love to have 
some rosters from the 1970’s 
and early 1980’s.  And any old 
photos of early BLSA days 
would be treasured items 
indeed.  This could be your 
chance to clean out the old 
junk and make room for new. 

Social Calendar        Mike Burd…..Bavaria 32 ~ WindSwept      Slip E-38 at Kent’s Harbor Marina   

The winter Snowstorm Social 
went off with out a hitch.  
Thanks to BJ’s Brewhouse for 
hosting us.  They did a nice job 
accommodating 45 members 
and guests for a great afternoon 
party. A few pictures are here 
with more on our  newly 
modernized website. 

The next event will be the sock 
burning bonfire at Kent’s 
Harbor on March 28th.  Event 
starts at 2:00 pm. BYOB.  Hot 
dogs, fixings and clam chowder 
will be provided.  If anyone 
would like to bring something 

special call me.  Please RSVP 
by March 23rd.  RSVP@blsa.us.  
I need help with the bonfire 
start up at Noon. Just show up.  
I am most certain a few boats 
will be in the water ready to 
take on the season.  Keep in 
mind that the rain out date is 
April 4th, if it looks like really 
bad weather, check your e-mail, 
or the website.  Cancellation 
will be posted by 10:00am, 
otherwise join us. 
For those of you wondering, it 
is a sock burning bon fire in 
celebration of the spring 
solstice.  The first day of spring 

is  March 20.  It is a time to get 
rid of the old socks and bring 
out the boat shoes.  Poems and 
readings are welcome from 
everyone.  Be creative!! 
 
We appreciate those who have 
already signed up to host over 
half of the events.  Your help is 
the only way we are able to pull 
off these activities.  We still 
need hosts for the following 
events;  Pig Roast, Steak 
Dinner, Oktoberfest, and Chili 
Cook off. Please get together 
with a set of friends and sign 
up.  The events are easy to host 

and the dates are posted on the  
BLSA website.  Contact me.  
Let’s get ready to launch 
Boats!!! And the Season.  

Randy Jones     Martha Griffith 

John & Ashli Slawter 

Paul & Heide Hemker 

Sock Burning  
3/28  2pm at Kent’s 

Get Ready for Racing in 2009        Ernie Hauser      J-24 ~ StrataJem    Fairfield Dock 

BJ’s Brewhouse 

The days are getting noticeably 
longer and the annual spring 
catalogs are arriving in the mail 
resembling the old Sears catalog 
that most of us still 
remember.  These and other 
signs of spring are telling us 
that the sailing and racing 

season is not far off.   
As you have probably already 
noticed in previous newsletters 
and on the BLSA website, we 
have a great racing/social 
season planned.  Again this year 
we have taken care to 
coordinate the racing and social 

event days to make efficient use 
of your trips to the lake.  The 
racing schedule this season will 
have the traditional Season 
Series in which racers in our 
two fleets vie for the Ed 
Griffith Memorial Trophy and 
J. Patrick Duffy Memorial 

Trophy, and will again this year 
consist of 12 race days with 2 
races planned each day for our 
two fleets (P-Fleet and J24 
Fleet).  However, we will also 
have a new "All Portsmouth 
Series" which will consist of 6 
race days on which we will have 

mailto:RSVP@blsa.us
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Congratulations ! 
 
BLSA members Bill and Claudia Sandman along 
with their daughter Annika welcomed Katrin 
Ellert Sandman to their family on Feb. 6th. 
LOA — 19-1/2”  Displacement — 6lbs. - 15oz.  
Katrin’s nickname will be Trin and is named 
(although not directly) for Paul Elvstrom’s 
daughter Inge Trine Elvstrom-Myralf.  Paul and 
Trine are the only father-daughter team to have 
ever competed in the Olympics. 

a single long race, with 
everyone being scored together 
using the Portsmouth 
handicap.  The idea is that this 
new series will give both avid 
racers and cruisers alike a new 
and different opportunity (or 

excuse) to sail up and down the 
lake (to the Causeway and back, 
for example).  In addition to 
these two Series', we will also 
have our traditional WATH 
(Women At The Helm) race 
day and the Pig Regatta , which 

will be our only two-day event. 
So, as the days start to warm 
during March, start thinking 
about the upcoming season 
with visions of warm breezes 
and full sails. 
For a primer/refresh on the 

racing rules check this out. 
 http://www.ukhalsey.com/
RulesQuiz/quiz_list.asp. There 
are ten quizzes currently posted 
for free and 25 if you want to 
pay their $55 fee.  

Hanna Creek Silting —  Bill Beglin      Beneteau 323 ~ Past Behavin’  Slip  E-40 at Kents Harbor Marina  

Most of us are aware of the 
silting issue at the Hanna Creek 
Marina. Over the course of the 
40 plus years Brookville 
Reservoir has been in existence 
the cove’s namesake has, during 
periods of high flow, carried 
small amounts of silt into the 
area. While this problem has 
taken a considerable number of  
years to become an issue, it 
now must be addressed in 
order to maintain the viability 

of the Hanna Creek Marina. 
There have been solutions 
proposed to permanently 
correct this issue, but most 
have had significant expense 
involved. Given the current 
state of the economy funding is 
extremely difficult to obtain. 
We are currently working to 
develop solutions that are 
considerably less expensive. 
These could include such ideas 
as relocating / reorienting the 

docks into deeper water or 
utilizing swamp dozers to move 
silt from the dock area into the 
east end of the cove. In the 
meantime knowing where the 
shallower areas are currently 
located can help you negotiate 
your way to your slip in the 
deepest available water. The 
following pictures are intended 
to help ‘see’ these areas. All of 
the pictures except the one 
directly below, were taken 

when the lake level was about 
6’ below summer pool. So you 
can see where the less than 6’ 
depth areas are located. Note 
summer pool is 748’ and is 
dropped to a target level of 740’ 
in the winter. These photos will 
also be posted on the BLSA 
website.  

 

The picture below shows duBois creek in the foreground and Hanna Creek in the upper left. As can be seen with the lake at this 
winter pool level there is quite a bit of area with under 8’ of depth at summer pool (all the areas with snow on them). The series of 
photographs on the next page were taken on Feb 20th 2009 when the lake was at 742.1 feet of depth.  
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Hanna Creek photos taken on Feb 20, 2009. Lake level 742.1’. Bill Beglin 
At this level the areas with water have approximately 6’ of depth when the lake is at summer pool. Hopefully these will be helpful to 
all of us when navigating into the Hanna Creek area. Realizing it is difficult to see much detail in this newsletter format, these photos 
and a few more will be posted on the BLSA website shortly.   
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For Sale: 8’ Sinbad 
Dinghy   

We’ve used ‘Looney Tunes’ for 10 
years as a tender to our various 
cruising boats, ‘Heron’, ‘Loon II’ 
and ‘Loon III’. She has always 
performed beautifully. 
But now it’s time to say goodbye 
to an old friend. The sun has 
faded her color a bit, but she’s still 
young and strong enough to add 
to your cruising experience. 

She rows, tows and sails 
beautifully. 

Price: $600, OBO. 
• Fiberglass with mahogany trim 
• Two rowing positions 
• Full flotation in bow and stern 
• Set of oars with oarlocks 
• Full sailing rig: mast, boom, 
mainsail, dagger board, rudder, 
tiller 
Barry Brierley - 513-474-5623 
email: bbrierley@cinci.rr.com 

Brookville Lake Historic Photos. 

1973 
Fairfield Causeway, 
looking SE from the 
current site of the 
Fairfield buoy field 
 
 
Looking east, (I think) at 
the original town of 
Fairfield just north of 

the Farifield Causeway. 

Hanna Creek under construction in the early ‘80’s. 


