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The Mainsheet 

From The Helm 
By Randy Jones     Catalina 310 ~ Fever III   Slip B-1 at Quakertown Marina 

June 
11th 

Welcome Back  

Cookout 
 

18th 

Portsmouth Race  

&  

Summer Sailstice 

Event 
 

25th 

Steak Dinner 
 

26th 

Series Races 1& 2 

 

Calendar 

It’s great to be back on the 
water!  Sailing has been good 
and I hope you all get in 
soon.  The big wind last 
Saturday evening caused me 
to put out about 150’ of 
rode which held well with 4 
boats, but the next morning 
I found it to be wrapped 
around something big at 
about 75’.  Didn’t think it 
was going to come loose, 
but finally did.   
 
The socials coming up this 
month, combined with 
racing events should make 
for a good time at Brookville 
in June.  Be sure to plan for 
the steak fry on the 25th.   
 
 

We are starting recruitment 
for next years Board, if you 
have interest in a non-paying 
but rewarding job to serve 
BLSA let a Board member 
know.  The Board is 
considering proposing 
amendments to the BLSA 
Constitution.  It’s a long 
process but probably time.  
If you have any suggestions 
get them to Mike Burd, 
Committee Chairman for 
this project.  For other 
Board meeting details please 
see the attached minutes.  
The next Board meeting will 
be at the Liberty Restaurant 
on July 2 at 9:00 AM.  Good 
sailing. 
 

Randy 

Commodore Jones 

Commodore   
Randy Jones 

sailboatrj@aol.com  
Cell: 513-320-4463 

 
Vice Commodore & 
Membership Chair 

Mike Burd 
mburd_0825@fuse.net 

Cell: 513-515-8137 

Social Director 
Mike Chrisman 

m_chrisman@fuse.net 
Cell: 513-604-8650 

 
Racing Director 

Ashli Slawter 
slawter@insightbb.com 

Cell: 859-630-5289 
 

Treasurer 
John Johannemann 

johnmitzie@aol.com 
Cell: 859-380-6798 

 
Secretary  
Cathi Ege 

Egepropertyrental 
@fuse.net 

Cell: 513-307-6510 

Communications  
Bill Beglin 

wrbeglin@aol.com 
Cell: 317-447-7550 

 
Harbormaster 
Cory Chadwick 
cory.chadwick@ 

hamilton-co.org  
Cell: 513-236-5829 

BLSA BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Welcome Back Picnic 

6/11 
 

 

Summer Sailstice 

6/18 
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Harbormaster Update        Cory Chadwick…..Tartan Piper 3100 ~ Panda      Slip C-12 at Kent’s Harbor Marina  

Social Calendar        Mike Chrisman…..Catalina 250 ~ Escape      Slip 50 at Hanna Creek Marina   

Racing  -  2011       Ashli Slawter…..S2 7.9 ~ Uno Mas    Slip 71 at Hanna Creek Marina 

Summer Sailstice is an international 
event that BLSA is participating in this 
year. Anyone that signs up is eligible for 
one of over 200 prizes donated by the 
sponsors of the event.  
http://www.summersailstice.com/ 
 Click ‘join an event” navigate to 
Americas, USA, Indiana then on select 
event choose Wine Tasting with a 
capital T. You’ll see our event, click on 
‘Join This Event’ in the upper right and 
fill out your info.  

 
Make sure to come out to hear Paul 
Hemker’s sailing skills clinic.  
Paul’s credentials include National 
Championships in the FD and FJ;   N. 
American Championships in the FJ and 
A class cats,  and International 
Champion in the Rhodes Bantam.  
Trust me, you’ll learn something. 

We do a walk-through a couple of times a year with the DNR to identify problems and items that need attention. If you know of 

something that needs attention at Hanna Creek or Fairfield Marinas please provide me a complete description of the problem by 

6/15 at  cory.chadwick@hamilton-co.org 

It has been great seeing boats in the water 
and reconnecting with BLSA friends over 
the past few weekends.  The sailing season 
is finally underway.  Our Welcome Back 
Cookout is Saturday June 11th at 6pm in 
the Hanna Creek circle.  We will have 
plenty of food, so please stop by if you are 
in the area.  The club will provide 
sausages/metts as well as potato salad, 
beans and sauerkraut, followed up with 
cookies for dessert.  Members should 
bring chairs and their own beverages. The 
sausages will be from Avril's in downtown 
Cincinnati.  Walter Frank suggested that 
we try these and I am looking forward to 
trying them. You have to trust someone 
whose father was a sausage maker !  

This is the kind of suggestion that freshens 
up our events and makes my job easy.  I 
am always looking for suggestions, so 
please let me know if you have any. 
 

The second social event in June will be the  

at 6PM in the Hanna Creek circle.  For a 
$10 donation, the club will provide steak, 
sides and a dessert. Here again, members 
should bring their own beverages and 
chairs.  Thank you to Commodore and 
steak connoisseur Randy Jones.  We will 
have better steaks this year, supplied by 
Randy's favorite butcher.  Please RSVP for 

this 
event to RSVP@BLSA.US by June 18th so 
that we can have enough for 
everyone.  Bill Ralston will work his magic 
with strawberry shortcakes 
for dessert. 
 
I am still looking for additional volunteers 
for the Pig Roast on 
September 10th.  Please email me at 
mchrisman513@gmail.com  

if you can help.  This is always a big event 
and a great time.  We can sit in the circle, 
cook the pig and critique the power 
boaters. 
As always, thank you for your support of 
BLSA's social events.  We are 
going to have a fun summer. 
 
Mike Chrisman 
BLSA Social Director 
Hanna Creek # 50 

Steak Dinner on Saturday June 25th 

mailto:cory.chadwick@hamilton-co.org
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I've never been reluctant to look at boats 

that are available and then decide that "I 

know how to build a better 

mousetrap".  That started when I was a 

kid and I cobbled the worst piece of junk 

that you can imagine to try to sail.  That 

disaster progressed to a war surplus 

inflatable that leaked water and air.  As 

you might expect, it sailed downwind 

slowly.  Next was a joint effort building a 

fiberglass FD with two other guys.  We 

all had bright ideas and so we all built 

one boat each from a mold we splashed 

from a boat that we borrowed from a 

friend.  After building a couple more 

boats and trying to learn how to sail at 

the same time, I learned that the 

Contender single hander was a probable 

choice as a replacement for the Finn in 

the Olympics so I made plaster patterns 

and built molds.  After one boat the 

Contender won the trials but the rules 

required molds be from a single 

source.  My molds were junk as a 

result.  More recently I decided that the 

world needed a small cruising cat 

boat.  The Falcone 20 was designed by a 

fellow in Indy and we started building the 

hull with the thought that it should be 

very light with the centerboard housed 

off center so the passage through the 

cabin would be a little easier.   

We made it with a fairly large forward 

storage compartment that also has space 

for a head on one side and countertop 

galley on the other.  Two long bunks 

stiffen the hull and make it a good 

camper (it's only 20' long).  The rig is an 

unstayed carbon mast that is pretty easy 

to step and with wishbone booms there is 

no need for a vang and sail fullness is 

easy to adjust with the inhaul that pushes 

the booms/sail clew out.  Last summer 

was the first round of sailing and the 

early trials were in wind that most of us 

think of as high.  We discovered that 

there was plenty of sail area even reefed 

and that the original four part mainsheet 

with 60' of line was a lot more power 

than was needed so now we have just a 

single block on the boom with an Oxen 

block (self cleating) to control the 

sail.  Most of the pictures of the boat 

sailing have been in 15-20 plus and 

several people have learned how easy a 

full batten main can be gybed in most 

any air.  It has also been fun chasing the 

Hobie 33 and messing with the J24's 

when they were frustrated with a drifter 

one day.  Will it ever become a 

production boat?  Who knows.  I haven't 

even figured out what style to call it since 

the sexist name that some have come up 

with is "Gentleman's Daysailer".  Half 

the potential interest is lost with that sort 

of name.  Any suggestions? 

  

The next better idea is the 

"skiff".  Actually the prototype was 

finished a year before the Falcone and the 

idea started as a 12' tender that was to be 

built in welded aluminum.  I thought that 

nobody would want a 12' tender in the 

Midwest so the boat was expanded to just 

under 14' and the idea has been to have a 

very stable boat that would work as a 

workboat with lots of cockpit sole and a 

rough and ready interior to try different 

interiors.  We found that the original 

transom height was too high for most of 

the standard outboards so the next boat 

has a slightly lower cutout for the 

engine.  We tried a 4.5hp engine on the 

original boat and it made lots of noise but 

wouldn't get the boat up on a plane.  A 

really long shaft 9.9 had about the same 

result but a guy showed up at the shop 

with an 18hp engine that works pretty 

well as long as you keep the transom 

down.  The boat has a pram bow so it can 

nudge right up against another boat or 

dock and you can step right out.  since 

the hull is really stable, I want to try 

adding an air inflated collar around the 

gunwale and cut away some of the 

fiberglass in the topsides to make a boat 

that will be a good rescue or buoy 

boat.  For those who are on buoys, you 

understand the benefit of that sort of 

arrangement for saving topsides.  For 

those who have had to rescue kids who 

capsize in their small boats, it is also 

handy to be able to pull them and even 

their boats over the flexible collar 

without damage to person or boat.  The 

second prototype will hopefully be 

finished one of these days and we will 

see if it is a "better mousetrap". 

 

Paul  

Boat Choices          Paul Hemker…..Freedom 25 #260 and FD #USA3 ~       Slip 16 at Hanna Creek 
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact 

Randy Jones. 

 

 

 

Mid-Lake 

Trading Post 
 

Hud and Diana Ozbun 

 
Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 

 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 

 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Better late than never! 

 

After the rain, it’s the 

Welcome Back Picnic 

Saturday, June 11th  -  6PM 

Hanna Creek Circle 

Wanted 
Offshore Gear for Sea Scouts  

 
 

 Foul Weather Jackets/Bibs 
 Auto Inflate Life Vests with Harness 
 Safety Tethers with Quick Release 

 Personal Strobes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Please contact Joe Bakes 
 Home  (859) 426-1957 
 Cell     (513) 600-3216 
 joebakes@yahoo.com 

 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

