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Calendar 

June is here, and the BLSA 2015 season is 

getting into full swing.  Each weekend, we see 

more boats find their slips, and activity increase 

on all of the docks.  Whether you are at Hanna 

Creek, Quaker Town, Fairfield, or Kent’s, 

boating season has begun.  And it seems each 

week, we have a few new members.  Looks like 

a great year.  We had a nice turnout for the 

Welcome Back party despite the forecast and 

lots of events coming up. 

 

We also had a nice turn-out for the Race 

Director’s “Racing Skills Seminar” on Saturday.  

We were glad to see Goeff and Susan Fine return 

this season, and though they didn’t actually get 

in our practice races, it seems they may join 

forces with Frank Parsons on his Beneteau First 

26.5 this year.  New members Nelson & Chelsea 

Mead looked good on their J24 “Yeti”.  Andy & 

Nicole Holtkamp are flirting with the idea of 

jumping into a race, and Andrew Thaler was 

there to help.  (Had their motor started, we might 

have seen them on the course).  Board members 

John and Suzanne Clark had a pretty big day as 

well (with yours truly joining them on Decibelle) 

for a fun afternoon of seeing just how far a 

Catalina 22 will heal in 15+ knot winds. 

This brings me to the point of this month’s 

thoughts “From the Helm”:  Other People’s 

Boats.  

 

We all love our boats.  Whether we are just 

learning her abilities or dealing with all of her 

idiosyncrasies, we set out to the lake with 

thoughts of sailing our own little yachts.  

Sometimes we invite friends from home to share 

our love of our hobby, but mostly we are there to 

enjoy our boats.   

 

You know what else is really fun?  Sailing on 

Other’s People’s Boats.  Each boat is different.  

Each is rigged a little differently.  Each handles a 

little differently.  Get yourself invited onto 

someone else’s boat.  Maybe there is something 
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there you try that you can 

adapt for your boat.   Maybe 

you are a tiller sailor who has 

never sailed with a wheel.  

Maybe you have upgraded 

your way into a comfortable 

cruiser but forgot how much 

fun a J24 or a Catalina 22 can 

be. 

 

How about inviting people to 

sail with you on your boat?  

We often tend to sail our boats 

the same way each time.  

Maybe a more experienced 

sailor could show you a 

different way to rig her, or 

share a “tweak” to help you 

get a little more out of her.  

Maybe they used to own a 

similar boat and could just 

help you feel a little more 

confident in what she will do.  

To me, sailing is an 

opportunity for lifelong 

learning.  I have been the 

grateful beneficiary of many 

mentors over my years of 

sailing.  From David Forrester, 

the first person to take me 

sailing to Bill Beglin, Dave 

Masters...to mention everyone 

that I have learned from would 

be to list everyone I have ever 

sailed with.   

 

Sailing on Other People’s 

Boats, of course can lead to 

lifelong friendships as well.  

BLSA welcomed me all those 

years ago, and I was fortunate 

to have been invited to sail 

aboard both “SeaBurd” and 

“Windswept” with our dear 

friends Mike and Nancy Burd 

and to have them sail with us.  

I know I am not alone in my 

wonderful memories of our 

kind and gracious friend.  

Nancy Burd (Windswept) – May 20, 1957 – May 19, 2015 
 

Saying goodbye is rarely easy. 

 

Mike and Nancy Burd arrived at Brookville Lake on a sunny day.  They were looking for a home for their boat and wandered 

onto the dock at Hanna Creek.  Coincidentally, Nancy’s childhood friend and “big brother”, Dave Masters (former 

Commodore, Seventh Sense and Limonada), and his wife, Kim (former Social Director), were there and introduced them to the 

group.  The rest, as they say, was kismet. 

 

Mike and Nancy both embraced BLSA and the sailing life with open arms and hearts.  If 

there was fun to be had, or a joke being told, they were probably there.  When Mike 

became Commodore, Nancy stepped up to, and excelled at, the duties of “first lady”.  

Her constant smile, infectious laugh, and general laid-back ways made her a favorite lake 

companion. 

 

A few years ago, the Burds said goodbye to BLSA and relocated to North Carolina with 

their boat and dock dogs, Morgan and Nina.  Not surprisingly they quickly made new 

friends and became fixtures in the local sailing club and 

social scene. 

 

In February of this year, the Club learned that Nancy had been diagnosed with late-stage lung 

cancer.  Her good friend Janice Jones (Fever III) was able to visit several times and helped care 

for her.  Nancy passed away as the sun was coming up, the water was calm and there was a heron 

on the beach, just the way she loved it.  She was one day short of her 58th birthday. 

 

Mike asks that you join him at a memorial open house to celebrate Nancy’s life and help say 

goodbye.  Please plan to attend: Sunday, June 7th.  1 – 5:00pm.  Oscar Event Center at Jungle 

Jim’s, Fairfield, Ohio. 

 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newbernsj/obituary.aspx?n=nancy-van-natta-burd-

sanders&pid=174894527&fhid=16909    
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Harbormaster Update        Roger Ruwe —  Sails Call — Hunter 27 — Hanna Creek, Slip 56 

Social Director        Dave Holdren —  Wind Shadow — Kells 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 55 

I hope everyone likes the new flag pole and flowers at the Hanna Creek Circle. I 

would like to thank Steve Tacy (Wicked Witch), from Strictly Sail, for donating 

the mast/flag pole to the cause. I would like to thank Brian Tacy for helping me 

secure the 27’ flag pole to the top of my Tahoe! Also, thank-you to Sharon 

Hughes (Heron) for obtaining the flag, and last but not least, thank-you to 

Suzanne Clark (Decibel) and partners in crime for giving me heart palpitations 

(there’s a good story here involving under-counts and “missing” pavers). 

  

Remember: If you see the flowers looking bleak, don’t be weak, go get some 

water and make them peak. 

  

The DNR has replaced several dock boards.  If you notice additional boards you 

would like replaced, please bring it to my attention and we will get them 

addressed. 

  

I have not confirmed that the additional step has been placed on the safety 

ladders, so will check with DNR and report back. 

 

           Roger Ruwe: finishing the installation  
 

The Welcome Back Picnic was held on May 16th and was hosted 

by Nicole and Andy Holtkamp (Down Payment). There were a 

few light sprinkles but George Stringer (Because) and Andy 

Holtkamp brought their canopies and, combined with the four 

the club owns, we were able line up the picnic tables and food 

table so everyone (45 attendees) stayed dry and had a good time. 

 

Many thanks to Andy and Nicole for the great job they did 

hosting the Welcome Back Picnic! 

 

A dedication ceremony was held following dinner honoring the 

veterans in attendance and a new flag was hoisted on the flag 

pole. 
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Racing Director       John Slawter — Uno Mass — S2 7.9 — Hanna Creek, Slip 71 

“School’s Out For Summer!”  --Alice Cooper, 1972 

 

Game On!  We are finally getting into the swing of life back at Brookville Lake and the enthusiasm for the racing program is 

palpable.  On May 16th, three competitors came out for the first ever Clean Bottom Regatta.  I was pleasantly surprised when 

Skip Harmon showed up at the last minute, payed his dues to join BLSA and asked if he could race!  In the end (no pun 

intended), Steve Tacy’s Rainbow J took home the jumbo pack of Charmin and collected the season’s first brag flag and two 

bullet stickers.  On May 23rd, twenty-three  children ages 5-13 attended our introduction to sailing class and took to the water 

on puddle ducks provided by Paul Hemker and Tim Fry.  Thank you so much for your support—the kids loved it and we 

fielded questions from several parents interested in joining BLSA.  This event was a huge success and I hope to continue this 

momentum throughout the 2015 season! 

Even if you were not able to make the Racing Skills Seminar last weekend, the kids are out and it’s time for our 

next regatta, the School’s Out Regatta on June 6!  This event celebrates the end of the academic year and is your 

first opportunity to put what you learned at the seminar to good use--meet us at 11:00 for the skippers meeting and 

we will try to get 3-5 races in.  Since there will not be a social event that evening, awards will be handed out at the 

skippers meeting prior to the Summer Sailstice Parade of Boats. 

 

Speaking of Summer Sailstice, that weekend is going to be full of activities.  As you may recall, this is a 

worldwide celebration of the weekend closest to the summer solstice.  The goal is to get as many sailboats on 

the water as possible that day (sign up for BLSA’s event at: http://www.summersailstice.com/event/brookville-

lale-sailing-association-parade-boats).  In fact, BLSA will attempt to get as many sailboats on the water at the 

same location as possible—the big pool in front of Ansley’s Cafe.  Using our Portsmouth numbers, I will set a 

start time as a guide to depart Hanna Creek.  If all goes as planned (keep your fingers crossed), we should all be 

at Ansley’s at about the same time.  That evening we will celebrate with our annual wine tasting event—and the 

weekend is just getting started!   

 

The next day is Father’s day and we will be celebrating with two more events:  a pancake breakfast at 9:00 (hosted 

by Phil and Laurie Mayleben (Mad Hatter, new members), and our Father’s Day Regatta at 11:00.  Bring dear old 

Dad along with you (there just might be an award or two that day).  By combining the summer sailstice, wine 

tasting, and Father’s Day events, we hope that you can dedicate this weekend to BLSA and spending time at the 

lake—I hope to see you there! 

 

The last event in June is also a new one.  Barry Brierley (Loon III) and Chris Hughes (Heron) have volunteered 

to host a seminar designed for everyone.  Whether you are a racer or a cruiser, everyone needs to know how to 

safely anchor and properly raft-up with other boats.  After years of hearing different rules-of-thumb about scope, 

this is your chance to get a definitive answer—and maybe even practice out on the water so you are prepared for 

our raft-up events later in the season! 

 

I hope you can join us for all of the events in June and please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have a recommendation or 

would like support the first time you race your boat.  We are off to a great start and I know that our racing fleet will continue to 

grow throughout the season.  Please join us for the School’s Out Regatta on June 6th and get in the running for the club 

championship.  School’s out, the boats are in the water, and many new racers have shown interest—now is the time to go for it! 
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Announcing BLSA’s “Anchoring & Raft-Up School” 
- Barry Brierley (Loon III) and Chris Hughes (Heron)  

You’re an experienced sailor, you’ve been on the lake for a couple or more years, you may even have participated in a race sort 

two.  You know your way around the lake.  This is not your first rodeo.  And yet, you’ve never anchored out overnight on your 

boat.  You’re a bit envious when you hear about the boats that anchor out overnight and you wish you could try that sometime.  

It sounds like such a fun thing…to watch the sun go down while you enjoy a drink, to experience the peacefulness and quiet 

afloat, away from the noise of the dock.  But you don’t really have any experience anchoring, you’re not quite sure how it’s 

done properly, and the idea of trusting your anchor to keep your boat safe while you sleep overnight is a bit daunting.  

  

Does that sound like you?  If so, there’s an answer.  On Saturday, June 27 at 1:00 pm in the Hanna Creek Circle, BLSA will 

hold its inaugural “Anchoring & Rafting School”.  We’ll introduce you to all aspects of safe anchoring in Brookville Lake.  

We’ll teach the appropriate anchoring gear you’ll need, how to select a good anchoring spot, how to set an anchor so that you 

can rest comfortably and safely, how to communicate with your partner during the process, how to safely retrieve your anchor 

when you’re ready to leave…all the things you need to know to anchor safely. 

 

There’ll be land-based instruction in the Circle, demonstrating all the techniques, with plenty of opportunity for you to ask all 

the questions on your mind.  We’ll also have on-the-water demonstrations, aboard a boat, so you can watch and learn how it’s 

done.  Then, each participant will have an opportunity to actually do it themselves - on the water, with real ground tackle, in a 

real anchoring environment, supervised by a knowledgeable experienced anchorer. 

 

In addition, we’ll also devote some time to learning the proper techniques for rafting up to other boats.  We’ll teach you the safe 

way to approach another boat, how to pass lines between boats, and how to tie up safely and securely, and how to protect both 

boats in the process.  When our annual BLSA raft-up comes along later in the season, you’ll be prepared to take part with the 

self-confidence that comes from knowledge. 

 

It’s free to all BLSA members and ideal for not only the Skipper, but First (and all other) Mates.  If you’re interested in 

participating, please RSVP so we can plan appropriately: (BLSA.News@gmail.com).  Join us and learn how to be a ‘happy 

hooker’. 

 

Saturday, June 27 2015, at 1:00pm, in the Hanna Creek Circle. 

BLSA Wine Tasting — June 20th, 6:00pm, Hanna Creek Docks 

 

Following the Sailstace Parade, come to the Hanna Creek Docks for our annual wine tasting,  

hosted by Chris and Sharon Hughes (Heron).  This is a very informal tasting…no rules on 

which order to try the wines, no instruction on which wine goes better with what type of food, 

and no reprimands for not raising your pinkie while drinking…er, tasting!   

 

BLSA will provide substantial food, ice buckets, and the usual paper  products (including 

wine “glasses”).  

 

You bring a bottle of wine (or  more) to share and an appetizer  or  desser t to share.   

 

Feel free to get adventurous with your wine selection – this is a tasting, after all.  And 

remember, there are no “bad” wines, although we’ve had some really “memorable” ones (i.e. 

Jalapeno!). 

 

NO NEED TO RSVP FOR THIS EVENT.  Just come on over when you can.  Don’t forget your own chairs for additional dock-

side comfort. 

mailto:BLSA.News@gmail.com
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact 

Tim Fry 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

Located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and Old Rt. 101, just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

 

 

1908  Old Rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

Tackle@ymail.com 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

