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6/9 

Open House 
 

6/10 

Series Races 3&4 
 

6/16 

Series Races 5&6 
 

6/23 

Wine tasting 

Summer Sailstice 
 

6/30 

Almost full moon 

frolic and Raft-up 
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From The Helm 
By Mike Burd Bavaria 32 ~ Windswept   Slip D-30 at Kent’s Harbor Marina 

Calendar 

Wow, where did spring go?  
We went right to hot hot 
hot.  I cannot believe it is 
June already. The exciting 
part is that racing is starting; 
all of you participants 
certainly cannot wait.  Two 
weeks ago everyone was still 
cleaning and launching 
boats. We checked the 
committee boat for any 
problems ahead of time and 
everything came out great, it 
is surprising what a tune up 
and engine repair can do for 
the boat.  We want to 
appreciate Steve’s Marina for 
helping with the storage and 
handling of repairs on the 
boat.  
 
We have had the Welcome 

Back social event that went 
over real well, membership 
is up from the previous year 
and we are still driving new 
membership with a handout. 
In case you did or did not 
see, the club put together a 
zip lock bag with a schedule 
and invitation to the open 
house coming up on June 
9th, along with a BLSA  
koozie and went around to 
non- member dock holders 
at Hanna Creek  and Kent’s 
with a clothes pin clipped it 
to the life lines of boats.  We 
realized that we must not be 
talking up the club enough 
that we still have about 30% 
of the slip holders at Hanna 
Creek not belonging to the 
club, as well as some at 

Kent’s and Fairfield. So the 
drive is on, if you see these 
potential members please 
feel free to invite them to 
social functions, we always 
have a cold drinks and 
usually enough food for 
additions without RSVP.  
We can all take an active role 
in asking people who we 
know and sail with to join 
the club. In one way or 
another we all have been 
asked to join from friends 
and associates. 
 
As a fund raiser for the club, 
we are going to have some 
oval stickers available for a 
couple of bucks, a new 
member Ray Goff, with Fast 
Signs in Cincinnati,  has 
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worked with us, we thought 
we would try the oval 
stickers similar to the HII 
and OBX stickers on 
vehicles you may see in  
travels.  So please see me if 
interested in getting one two 
or three for vehicles and 

boats. This is a great way to 
show the club around the 
lake. Thanks Ray ! 
 
We need some extra help in 
attending the upcoming 
open house as a club, this 
was put together to show off 

the club and membership 
possibilities. We are 
providing lunch for all those 
attending, please come out 
and offer some support to 
the board who will be 
helping out with the event.  I 
know we need some cooks, 

drinkers and talkers, so some 
where we should all fit into 
that scenario. 
Hope to see all this month at 

the functions and racing. 

Mike 

Our first social event of the season 

was the welcome back picnic. As 

noted by intrepid commodore Burd, 

we had a great turnout and were 

treated to a tasty spaghetti dinner 

cooked up by Social Director Bill 

Ralston aided by Vice Commodore 

Mike Chrisman. Thanks to some 

great weather and members wine 

contributions a great time was had by 

all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Back Picnic and Race Training 

Earlier in the day a number of existing and new racers were treated to the 

somewhat informed ramblings of Bill Beglin on the fine art of sailboat 

racing. Unfortunately the winds gods didn’t cooperate and there was not 

enough wind to run some practice starts.  However the first race of the 

season on Sat, June 2 had great winds, hopefully 

an omen for the coming season. Come on out 

and race, Ashli has planned a great season and 

existing racers are always ready to help rookies 

learn and enjoy one of the best parts of owning a 

sailboat.   

Wine Effect….. 
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Tracy Ann Rudder Repair 
May 6, 2012 

This is a story about how, with a little 
help from the experts, one can tackle 
some important boat repair projects 
that might otherwise go left undone. 
After haul-out last October, I looked 
at Tracy Ann’s ruder and noticed a few 
cracks in its bottom paint with some 
rust stained areas emanating from the 
cracks.   I am no rocket scientist, but I 
figured this could not be a good sign.  
Figure 1 shows the weeping and 
staining I saw on the rudder.  The boat 
is 20 years old, so one expects some 
maintenance from time to time.  With 
that attitude in mind, I decided to 
investigate further and approach this 
situation as a learning opportunity. I 
was not to be disappointed. 

 

Figure 1 – Weeping and Staining on 
Bottom Paint 

Being a do-it-yourself (DIY) 
maintenance coward at heart, I 
contacted everybody I knew to get 
their advice on what to do about my 
rudder problem.  Reaching out to these 
folks was a Cathartic process through 
which I bolstered my courage to cut 
into my boat.  I spoke to my friend 
Doug who owns a Catalina 25 on 
which he performed some fiberglass 
repairs and I talked to Steve Tacy at 
Strictly Sail to get his 

recommendations, not to mention, 
Strictly Sail had all the materials and 
supplies I needed to complete this 
project.  The sum total of their advice 
was that I should drill some holes to 
let the water escape and then “just fix 
the problem, don’t be so timid, it’s just 
a boat.”  While not at all convinced 
they were correct in discounting my 
apprehension, in the end I came to 
agree with them. “Just fix the problem, 
don’t be so timid, it’s just a boat.”   
 
The distinction between the good 
material and the bad material was easy 
to determine.  I drilled a pattern of 
holes and stopped drilling when I 
stopped finding water.  The 
delamination area was not extensive; it 
was just a hand-sized area on the 
portside surface, easily found by hitting 
the rudder with a plastic hammer and 
listening for the dull sound.  A few 
eighth inch holes drilled into the 
affected area (see Figure 2) allowed the 
water to seep out over the winter.  
More importantly, the long winter 
months gave me time to think in detail 
about the repair process itself.   
 

 

Figure 2 – Eighth Inch Drain Holes 
Drilled 

I considered everything from total 
rudder removal to just burying my 
head in the sand hoping the problem 
was not really a problem.  There were 
three reasons I decided against total 
removal.  The first was that access into 

the hull to unbolt the rudder would 
not be easy, see Figure 3.  

 

Figure 3 – Access to Aft 
Compartment in C-28 Hull 

The second was that it would be very 
expensive if I damaged the steering 
casting while unbolting it from the 
rudderpost. Figure 4 shows the detail 
of the steering casting.  The control 
cables must be removed and then the 
casting halves unbolted and pried 
open.  I am willing to bet that after 20 
years there might be some corrosion 
between the casting and the 
rudderpost that makes the prying apart 
task challenging. 

 

Figure 4 – Steering Casting 

However, the main reason for not 
removing the rudder was one of simple 
practicality.  The ground clearance 
under the rudder was about one foot 
and I needed about two feet to get the 
rudder off the boat.  There are several 
options on how to achieve this 
clearance and oddly enough, Steve 
Tacy did not like my idea of jack 

Rudderman      Tim Fry ….…..Catalina 28 ~ Tracy Ann     Slip 74at Hanna Creek Marina 
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hammering his concrete pad at the 
storage lot and digging an extraction 
pit beneath my boat.  As it turned out, 
repairing the rudder in situ was a 
plenty big enough job for me, so I am 
glad I left the rudder on the boat.   
 
Gravity and Mother Nature graciously 
performed the water draining and 
drying out phases over the winter.  
With the early arrival of summer in 
March and rising confidence in my 
DIY abilities due to the Puddle Duck 
construction experience, I got to work 
on the fiberglass and epoxy repair.  
The first step in the repair process is to 
remove all the paint from the rudder to 
get a better look at things.  Figure 6 
shows what I saw.  The gel coat cracks 
are highlighted in red and the 
delamination zones are highlighted in 
olive.   

Figure 6 – Delaminated Zone and 
Gel Coat Cracks 

I injected West System epoxy into the 
eighth inch drain holes to build an 
internal epoxy bridge, which re-
laminates the delaminated zone.  I 
knew the cavity had been filled in once 
the epoxy flowed from the 
surrounding drain holes. It is 
noteworthy that some injection sites 
took considerable amounts of epoxy to 
fill.  A big thanks is owed to Steve for 
this next step in the process.  I injected 
small amounts of thickened West 
System into each hole to act as drain 
plugs.  Without the thickener, all the 
epoxy would have run out of the drain 
holes and onto the ground. With the 
cavity filled with West, I wrapped 
several layers of 4” woven fiberglass 
cloth around the rudder and added a 

few reinforcing layers directly over the 
delaminated zone.  For good measure, 
I added a cloth layer along the entire 
trailing edge.  Now, when I strike the 
rudder with a plastic hammer, I hear a 
nice solid sound, where previously I 
heard only a dull thud.  By all accounts, 
the rudder should be strong.  (I am a 
little worried by what the original rust 
stains on the paint are trying to tell me, 
but that is a much more complicated 
repair for a, hopefully, distant day.) 

After the West System cured, I washed 
it with soap and water to remove the 
amine blush.  The blush has is a waxy 
feel to it and must be removed so that 
subsequent layers of Formula 27 
(“Boat Bondo”) and paint will adhere 
to the rudder.  After removing the 
amine blush, I lightly sanded the epoxy 
with 80 grit sand paper.  Here, I 
remember Paul Hemker’s cautions 
about not sanding through the epoxy 
and into the fiberglass.  The point of 
the 80 grit sanding is to prepare the 
surface so that the Formula 27 will 
have a rough surface to which it can 
adhere. 
 
Figure 7 shows the rudder after the 
Formula 27 has been applied and 
sanded fair.  This step of the repair 
process is necessary to smooth out any 
surface imperfections, which would 
prevent the Catalina 28 Turbo Barge 
from operating at its optimal 
hydrodynamic performance point.  
The truth is, my Boat Bondo work 
looks like crap compared to the results 
I have seen at Strictly Sail, but I was 
getting tired and launch day was fast 
approaching.  Paul had warned me that 
the Bondo/sand/Bondo/sand process 
was very labor intensive if one wanted 
to get the smoothest possible surface.  
He was not kidding.  All I can say is  
that I am glad all of my mistakes and 
imperfections will be nicely hidden 
below the water level.  Finally, as 
shown in Figure 8, the repaired rudder 
has now been painted and is ready for 
launch and I have time to contemplate  

 

Figure 7 – Formula 27 Applied and 
Sanded Fair 

what has been learned. 
Has anything been learned?  Yes.  
Would I do it again?  Yes.  The first 
thing I learned is that working up the 
nerve to drill holes in my boat and 
make DIY repairs was the biggest 
hurdle I had to overcome.  I also 
learned that having experienced people 
to ask for guidance is crucial.  In that 
vein, I would like to acknowledge 
those who knowingly or unknowingly 
helped me with this project: Bob 
Smith, Brian Tacy, Chris Gillum, Doug 
Lake, Paul Hemker, and last but 
definitely not least, Steve Tacy.  
Finally, I learned that DIY work was 
fun and it makes me like my boat even 
more than I did before. 
  
  
 

 

 

Figure 8  – The Repaired Rudder, 
Finally Painted and Ready  
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact   

Mike Burd 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

Beer coming soon ! 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 
 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

tackle@ymail.com 

Puddle ducks are coming  -  8/18 Regatta! 

Think your boat had a 

rough winter …… 

 

Dock holders at 

Hanna were assisted 

in spring cleaning 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

