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The Mainsheet 

From The Helm 
By Barry Brierley, Catalina 28 ~ Loon III    Slip 72 at Hanna Creek 

Commodore Brierley 

 Calendar 

As I write this, our 35th season 
is fully underway.  Through 35 
years, BLSA has been THE 
resource - the only resource - for 
sailors on Brookville Lake.  
Over the decades we’ve had 
some growth years and some 
lean years.  We’ve had a nice 
healthy bank balance some 
years, and some years we’ve 
been pretty strapped.  But 
during the last several years, an 
annual financial pattern has 
emerged that troubles me and, I 
think, poses a concern for 
BLSA’s long-term success.  The 
pattern is that our sole source 
of operating funds is the annual 
dues each of us pays to be 
members.  The more - or fewer 
- members we have, the more - 
or less - budget we have to run 
the club.  If we suffer a year 
with significantly fewer 
members, our operating budget 
is significantly reduced and 
we’re faced with reducing social 
and racing activities...the very 
things for which we  all join 
BLSA. 
  
One of my goals as 
Commodore is to find a 
solution to this problem...to 
identify a viable means of 
breaking free from those annual 
dues handcuffs.  So, as we 

begin another BLSA sailing 
season, I want to put a 
challenge in front of you, our 
members.  It’s a challenge I’ve 
put before myself and the rest 
of the Board of Directors, as 
well.  Here it is: 
 
Together, let’s develop ways in 
which we can build our 
financial foundation beyond 
merely what we realize from 
membership revenues, so that 
we have a cushion to help us 
through bad times, a resource 
to cope with unexpected 
emergencies, and an asset to 
provide a stable financial base 
from which we can plan for 
longer-term club needs. 
 
To help achieve this, I’ve asked 
each Board member to brain-
storm ideas, and to 
methodically think through 
those ideas to clarify specifically 
how they would work within 
BLSA’s casual culture, to 
provide a means for us to raise 
additional non-membership 
funds. 
 
But BLSA is far more than just 
it’s elected Board members.  
Considering our membership as 
a whole, we are a strong, 
intelligent, creative group of 

active minds.  I believe that by 
harnessing the creative thinking 
and experience of our entire 
membership, we can meet this 
problem head-on, find 
successful solutions, and give 
BLSA members a sound 
financial legacy which will help 
to ensure our next 35 years of 
existence. 
 
In the past, we’ve had raffles 
with a pretty substantial prize.  
John Johannemann reminds me 
that some years ago when he 
was club Treasurer, BLSA held 
a raffle with a prize of a trip to 
the Caribbean for a few days.  
The event raised a couple of 
thousand dollars for BLSA, 
exactly what I think we need 
now.  It was a financial 
success...but there were 
members who didn’t care for 
the need to ‘sell’ raffle tickets to 
non-club friends.  Maybe a 
raffle could be successful 
again...or maybe we still dislike 
the need to sell to friends and 
would rather find another 
answer. 
 
What I’m asking all of you to 
do is to give this issue some 
serious thought;  from your 
thoughts, develop specific ideas 
for fund raising that would 
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provide the club with a nice 
financial cushion, and which 
would not be too onerous for 
club members to execute.  But 
I don’t want just random ideas: 

think your ideas through into a 
plan: who, when, what, how 
much, etc.   Send your plans/
ideas to me or any other 
member of your Board. 

If we work together on this, we 
can help ensure the continued 
health of BLSA and build a 
foundation for the next 
generation of Brookville Lake 

sailors.  We need to do it.  We 
can do it.  And with the help of 
your ideas and planning, I 
believe we will do it. 

Why Cruisers Should Race         Tom Lochhaas,   -   from : About.com Guide to Sailing  -  5/3/2009    Edited by Barry Brierley  

 

BLSA All Portsmouth Race Sat. 5/30   
“The Race for Cruisers” 

 

Skippers Meeting  -  Noon at Hanna Creek    (Prizes  -  Dinner certificates !) 

Now that summer is almost 
upon us, lots of us are 
either getting our boats ready to 
splash in for the season, or are 
already in the water. And 
notices of sail races are popping 
up on the BLSA schedule—
ignored by many sailors.  
 
Why is it so many cruising 
sailors are reluctant to try 
racing? Is it that they view 
racers as an altogether different 
kind of animal? It does seem 
that both cruisers and racers 
frequently misunderstand and 
stereotype the other:  
 
Cruisers see racers as Type A 
personalities who don't wish to 
relax on the water. Racers are 
always aggressive and want only 
to win. Racers strip their boats 
down, sacrificing water, fuel, 
and beer to keep them light and 
fast. Racers won’t even take an 
overweight pal along as crew 
except to make them sit as dead 
weight on the rail.  
 
On the other hand, racers see 
cruisers as sloppy sailors who 
pay no more attention to sail 
trim and performance variables 
than landlubbers. Cruisers are 

always talking about the joy of 
this or that anchorage and seem 
more focused on the first 
cocktail once the sun is over 
the yardarm than on the glory 
of getting there with speed and 
gusto. Cruisers, can you believe 
it, don’t even know how to use 
the mainsail traveler, and 
they’re weighted down with so 
much food, clothing, and music 
CDs that it practically takes a 
gale to get them moving.  
 
The result of this conflict of 
opinion is that a lot of people 
seem to become either racers or 
cruisers, depending on who 

their friends are—but seldom 
do both. Both sides may also 
assume that the boats of racers 
and cruisers too are totally 
different, that a racing boat is 
built and equipped in a certain 
way, with cruisers having a 
different kind of hull and rig.  
 
While this is true of one-design 
race boats, most of us have 
boats that work perfectly fine 
for either racing or cruising. 
Indeed, the whole idea of 
PHRF or Portsmouth handicap 
racing is to equalize the 
differences among boats to 
make for a fair competition. A 

slow boat gains a handicap, a 
fast boat is penalized. So, much 
of all this hullabaloo about 
'differences' is just that.  
 
So Why Should Cruisers Race?  
 
Cruisers gain a several benefits 
from racing:  
You learn to pay more 
attention to boat speed. 
When cruising, you may feel it’s 
too much trouble to continually 
adjust sail trim, fiddle with the 
traveler and outhaul, etc.—why 
bother if you’re going to be 
changing course in a mile or 
two? But if racing gets you to 
pay more attention, you’ll reach 
your destination sooner, leaving 
more time for traditional 
cruising activities like cocktails 
in the cockpit once the anchor 
is down. 
Have a good time with 
friends. We’re social animals, 
after all—and it’s inherently 
pleasurable to bring friends 
along as race crew and learn to 
work together as an effective 
team. 
Improve your leadership 
skills. When cruising, things 

are often slow and 
lackadaisical, unless weather 

Note that Cruisers can race with a beverage in hand and 

fenders out ! 

http://sailing.about.com/mbiopage.htm
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Racing Update 2009        Ernie Hauser      J-24 ~ StrataJem    Fairfield Dock 

The racing season has begun . . 
…. sort of.  The rainy weather 
slowed launching a bit  for 
several folks.   

On the first BLSA Season 
Series race day, May 16, there 
were 3 J24s and one P-Fleet 
racer.  Steve Bossert (Sea P.A.) 
won both the the J24 races 
after many lead changes and 
John Johanneman (Lump Sum) 
tenaciously held on to win the 
P-Fleet.  On the second Series 
race day (May 23) seven boats 
showed up but the wind gods 
were playing with us.  A 
southerly light breeze in the 
larger pool south of Kents in 
the morning enticed us to go 

there for the course, then it 
disappeared completely, causing 
a cancellation of racing.  Then, 
the breeze came back after 
4pm . . . Oh well, we still have 
plenty of remaining race days in 
the schedule. 

    The next two weekends 
feature racing both old and 
new.  On May 30 is the first day 
of the 'All Portsmouth 
Series'  begun this season.  This 
series of 6 races (one each race 
day) is designed for the cruiser/
racer looking for an excuse to 

sail/race around our accessible 
parts of the lake.  A start/finish 
line will be set up and the 
course will be established at the 
noon skippers meeting at 
Hanna Creek and use existing 
IDNR buoys.  The automatic 
horn sequence (5 min, 4 min 1 
min, Start) will be used without 
flags.  Everyone racing will be 
scored using the Portsmouth 
handicap system, with the 'Day 
Honors' award for the first 
place boat being presented at 
the next All Portsmouth 
skippers meeting.  Come out 
and join the casual fun of 
racing to the the Causeway and 
back in the All Portsmouth 
Series. 
    The weekend of June 6-7 
features one of the traditional 
BLSA events, the 'Pig 
Regatta'  and the Pig Roast on 
Saturday.  We will get the 
racing going an hour earlier on 

that Saturday (skippers meeting 
at 11 am) to try to get in 3 races 
that day in two fleets, with 
possibly 2 more races on 
Sunday.  There is no additional 
fee for racing in the Pig Regatta 
for BLSA members, although 
they must have submitted a 
2009 Racing Registration 
form.  So, plan for a great 
weekend on the lake racing 
June 6-7 and 'pigging out', so to 
speak. 

or crisis intercedes, and often 
sailors like to talk things over 
democratically. Should we tack 
now? Which way should we go 
around that island? Think we 
should change course to avoid 
that boat up there? But things 

speed up in races: when 
rounding a buoy, someone has 
to call the exact moment to 
tack or gybe, or instantly 
determine strategy when 
approaching another boat.  As 
captain you learn you have to 

take control and call the shots. 
And this is good preparation 
for when quick decisions are 
needed when cruising. 

Plus you might actually 
discover that you like racing! 
There’s nothing wrong with a 

little adrenaline burst from time 
to time. So get out and try it, 
and don’t be afraid to lose in 
your first race (you can always 
blame it on old sails). Even if 
you win no medals, you’ll be a 
better sailor for it.  

Social Calendar        Mike Burd…..Bavaria 32 ~ WindSwept      Slip E-38 at Kent’s Harbor Marina   

The Welcome Back Cookout 
was well attended; we had 52 
members and guest share an 
evening.   

The weather held out and our 
thanks to Walt and Carolyn 
Wyatt forhosting the event.  
We had a Split the Pot drawing 
for the equipment trailer and 
added another $42 to the 
account.  We should be starting 
to find a trailer, if anyone has 

any leads that would be helpful.  
If you see something, please 
forward the info to a board 
member.  We are looking for a 
used trailer that is approx. 
8X10 and single axel.  
Our next club event is the Pig 
Roast coming up Saturday June 
6, 6PM, at Hanna Creek Circle. 
We may be having an informal 
breakfast Saturday morning.  
The Pig goes on the cooker 

around 5AM.  
I still need some help with 
things, including set up and 

clean up volunteers, I also am 
going to need some butchers. 
So please give me a call or an e-
mail.  We can only provide this 
event ourselves with the help of 
members. 
This is an additional cost event, 
cost to members and guests will 
be $10, per person, children are 

$5. Money will be taken at the 
event.  
 

Please RSVP by May 31.   
to  RSVP@blsa.us 

I have to have the pig ordered 
on Monday June 1. If anyone 
wants to add ideas for 
entertainment, please contact 
me.  
Hope to see you all at the Pig 
Roast. 

Ernie Hauser (aka Rock Doc) 

BLSA Race Director at the 

pre-season racing clinic 
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2009 Membership Drive is a Success    Dan Cajacob     J-24  CutThroat    Slip 34 at Hanna Creek 

Many thanks and warm welcome to all of  the new and renewed 
members of BLSA for 2009.  We have managed to increase our 
membership slightly over 2008, with a total of  61 members or 
families  listed so far.  Not bad in light of the economy.  I think it 
reflects the excellent value of BLSA membership.  Good fun, 
relaxation, well organized social events and competitive sport, all 
at a very reasonable price.   
Our numbers this year include six Admiral's Club members, forty
-three Family members, seven Single members, and five 
Associate members.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to specifically welcome the 
five new BLSA members and families for 2009. 
New members are vital to the success of any organization and we 
look forward to your companionship, participation and input to 
the Brookville Lake Sailing Association.  They include: 

 
Collin Boyd and Caroline Barrow, Cincinnati, OH 
Alan and Rose DeJarnette of Lawrenceburg, IN 
Barbara Hoffmann, Cincinnati, OH 
Frank and Betty Kadell of Clayton, OH 
Jeff and Mary Wyatt of Miamisburg, OH 

 

Welcome Aboard!  I know I speak for all of us in looking 
forward to meeting you. 
 
The success of our membership campaign is a result of months 
of hard work on the part of all of the BLSA board members.  I 
would be remiss, however, if I did not specifically mention Bill 
Beglin, Communications Director, who provided many additional 
hours of work and computer-expertise organizing and printing 
the outstanding 2009 BLSA Membership Booklet, a copy of 
which each of you should have received.  This booklet is a very 
valuable resource which provides not only a detailed list of the 
members, but also tons of additional information, including the 
2009 BLSA social calendar,  emergency contact information, 
organizational and historical information about BLSA, a cross-
reference of boat name and owner, and much more.  I'm sure 
you will find it very useful.  Keep it handy. 
 
The 2009 BLSA membership drive is not by any means 
complete.  If you are aware of other avid sailors interested in a 
Summer of fun-filled activities on Brookville Lake, please 
encourage them to join.  Applications are always available on the 
BLSA web site, http://www.blsa.us/. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at Brookville Lake this Summer. 

Dock and Slip Etiquette     Cory Chadwick      Tartan Piper 3100   Panda     Slip 50 at Hanna Creek  

As your new harbor master, I 
recently did a quick tour of our 
facilities to prepare for the 
upcoming Hanna Creek and 
Fairfield dock inspections 

(dock-walk) with Dennis Weber 
from IDNR, lake management. 
During my stroll around the 
docks, I noticed several boats 
that were far enough forward in 
their slips that the bow, bow 
roller, bow sprit, etc. extended 

onto the main walkway.   
As a friendly reminder, please 
ensure your boat is positioned 
in your slip so that the 
overhang on the dock does not 

cause a safety concern for 
individuals (including children).  
There is always a chance that 
someone, not paying attention, 
will bump into an obstruction 
protruding forward of your slip 
and onto the walkway.  We 

realize the fingers alongside our 
boats are not always as long as 
we would like, making access to 
the cockpit difficult. We would 
just ask that you strike the right 
balance, keeping dock safety in 
mind. 
 
As slip renters, we also need to 
keep the area around our slip as 
free of obstacles as possible.  It 
is always appreciated by others 
when hoses are rolled up after 
use and when everyone tries to 
make sure that their shore 
power hookups, etc. do not 
pose a significant tripping 
hazard.  
 
I also noticed that some boats 
could (should) probably use a 

spring line in addition to the 
normal bow and stern dock 
lines.  If you ever need 
assistance on proper sizing of 
dock lines or how to use a 
spring line correctly, just ask, I 
am sure your slip neighbors will 
gladly help out.  
 
In the end, it all just boils down 

to everyone trying to be 

courteous to their fellow slip 

renters and using common 

sense when securing your boat 

and any appurtenances. (editors 

note: I’m not sure what the last 

word in this article means !) 

http://www.blsa.us/
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1985 Capri 14.2  
$ 2,000 

Includes trailer 
Sails used but in good shape.  
Call Steve at 513-304-8554 

steve@bossertcpa.com 

1984 27’ Starwind — Breezin II 
$ 11,800 

Beam 9’-8”  5,100 lbs. 4’-11’ keel 
8.5 hp diesel    Wheel steering 

Depth, speed, vhf, windex, dual batteries 
Neil Pryde Main, jib, genoa, recently  

re-conditioned. 
Includes cradle 

12’ AMF Puffer 
$ 950 

Includes trailer and cover, 
main, jib, oars. 

Yellow hull, white interior. 

812-662-0159 or  
812-593-5105 (c) 

Jim 
gyouareyou@mac.com  

Full Moon Sailing  (the lunar kind)     Bill Beglin Beneteau 323  -  Past Behavin’ slip E40  at Kent’s Marina 

If you’ve never been on the lake 

under a full moon, you’re really 

missing a treat. The lake is almost 

empty and extremely calm at night, 

plus on some occasions there’s even 

a gentle breeze to sail by! The full 

moons this year occur around the 

7th-9th each month. There will be a 

full moon on our Pig Roast / Regatta 

weekend, rising at 8:45 pm and 

setting at 4:59 am.  

Pig Regatta and Pig Roast 
June 6 & 7th  

RSVP by 5/31  RSVP@BLSA.us 


