
 

July 13th—Portsmouth 

Series: Big Bubba Bash 

follow by Cheese 

Burger in Paradise 

Party 

 

July 20th—Portsmouth 

Series: Full Moon Frolic 

followed by BVI night  

 

Birthdays: 

 

Randy Jones—7/11 

Cathi Ege—7/19 

Dave Masters—7/23 
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BLSA BOARD MEMBERS 

Welcome to summer. The June 22nd weekend of the Summer Sailstice marked the official beginning of 

summer and what a great weekend it was. I couldn’t get an exact count of the number of sailboats out as 

there were just too many. Beautiful day with great winds and even though the sky darkened a few times, 

all the rain stayed south providing us the benefit of the associated winds and Sunday the 23rd  was even 

better. The great sailing on Saturday was followed by a very enjoyable wine tasting, graciously hosted by 

Dan Vallance and Kelly Callentine.  

 

Maybe it’s my imagination, but over the years, sailing seasons seem to run in cycles. Last year was hot 

and one of the driest on record with seemingly fewer good sailing days. I hope I’m not jinxing things, but 

this year seems to be off to a much better start. Let’s hope it continues. 

  

I had the pleasure of racing in the Toledo Yacht Clubs 90th annual Mills race last month with one of our 

former members, Brian Renn on his 38’ Beneteau First, Sea Questered. We had a lot of questions about 

the name and whether it was due to the somewhat less popular government program. (It was not)  There is 

a longer article about the race elsewhere in the newsletter.  

 

We’re now in the heart of the Spring Racing Series which has seen good winds and some new racers. 

Scott Webb has set up a mentoring program for anyone that would like to have a more experienced crew 

on board for the race. Contact Scott if interested. Our next social event is the always popular Big Bubba 

Portsmouth (fun – decorate your boat) series race followed by the Cheeseburger in Paradise party. FYI, 

the Portsmouth races were created several years back and we just race around some of the stationary idle 

zone buoys around the lake with a start time ‘window’, rather than a specific start sequence. This way 

there’s no starting line pressure, you keep you own time and we may even give out prizes!  

I’ll leave you with a quote I appreciate, given my routine struggles with judiciousness.  

The effect of sailing is produced by a judicious arrangement of the sails to the direction of the wind. 

William Falconer  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/williamfal237730.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/w/william_falconer.html
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    For this vacation you will need a swim suit and toothbrush.  Leave the worries of 

your life behind and enter the no stress zone, the British Virgin Islands.  If you are 

reading this, you are a sailor.  And if you are a sailor, you must venture to the BVIs.   

This is my favorite vacation, a fun mixture of sailing, relaxation and adventure!   

 

    We travelled with our “Shipmates” Paul & Laura Rutherford (Gol), and Frank & 

Jennifer Davidson (new BLSA members) to Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas.  At the 

airport we were greeted by the Moorings and taken to the Fast Ferry which delivered us 

to the Moorings Marina, Rhode Town, Tortola our destination. 

  

I have to say, the Moorings is an amazing charter company.  We selected a 43.3 foot 

Beneteau and had it fully provisioned. The boat was gorgeous, and the Moorings flawless in their service.  This might be the 

one place in the world where everyone is in a good mood (all the time).  Once we were organized, inspected, and had our 

Captains briefing we were off!  Our first stop was Cooper Island and Manchioneel Bay, one of our favorite stops.  It was truly 

paradise and where we started our hunt for the perfect pain killer.  (Right, Paul delivering round 1 to our table).  

The British Virgin Islands By Ashli Slawter 
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We spent the next couple of days on Virgin 
Gorda visiting the famous Baths, The Bitter 
End Yacht Club and a new stop Levericks Bay.  
The Michael Bean Pirate Show is a must for 
all cruisers.   

Con’t  BVI…. 

The Baths 

Levericks Bay 
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Join us for the first annual BVI night! 
 

At this light hearted party you will “cruise” by 
foot between the BVI stops.  Start at the 

Moorings tent to pick up your chart. 
 

Prizes, Pain Killers, Rum Punch, Conch Fritters 

Sponsor a stop! 
Soggy Dollar Bar _ John & Ashli Slawter 

Willy “T’s” _ Scoot Webb & Annie Martinez 

Bitter End Yacht Club _ 

The Baths _ 

Cane Garden Bay_ 

Wreck of the RMS Rhone_ 

Pusser’s Marina Cay_ 

Foxy’s & the Bubbly Pools_ 

 

Please email 4slawters@gmail to let us know 
what stop you would like to sponsor. 

The 90th Annual Mills Race 

 
While I’ve been sailing and racing off and on since I was 13, I’d never been in an overnight race, until this past June 7 th.  The event is the 

Annual Mills Trophy Race hosted by the Toledo Yacht Club. The festivities start the night before with a big party, live band and refreshments 

at the TYC. The Mills race is designed to be a test of navigational skills and as such, the 15 sequential starts for the 124 boats entered, don’t 

begin until around 5:15 pm on Friday. Naturally racing in the dark is quite a bit easier today then nearly 100 years ago given all our 

electronics. Even with that, the test is still picking the right course, deciding when to tack, finding marks or gates in the dark and sail trimming 

on a moonless night. One other detail is that Lake Erie in early June is still very cold so it was stocking hats and gloves with full foulies 

weather.  

 

Since we were in about the middle of the various start times we had boats ahead of and behind us. As the sun set, it silhouetted a large number 

of sails along the western horizon. To the east, we began to see the mast and running lights of those heading into darkness, the combination of 

the two was something to see. Our race was made with one 3 hour port tack on which we were slowly but continuously lifted. Fortunately the 

winds blew all night and didn’t really start to let up until the last leg north on the east side of South Bass Island. We had to tack quite a bit as 

the diminishing winds got a bit shifty ,as would be expected.  We rolled across the finish line in Put-in-Bay at 5:25am as the sun was coming 

up. Naturally the first order of business after lowering the sails was breaking out some craft brewed beverages from our sponsor, MadTree 

Brewing, who also supplied us with embroidered hats, shirts and jackets.  If you haven’t visited them be sure to stop by their location just off 

of I-71 in Oakley and thank them for sponsoring a class winning boat in the Mills Race Yes, we won our class. Some of that may have been 

due to having both a Brit and a New Zealander aboard, Americas Cup Karma and all that.   We knew we had done well given the visual 

distance ahead of the other 12 boats in our class before the sun went down, but we also had to give up over an hour in time to some of them 

and it was a long night.  Handicaps were based on the PHRF system which is calculated from the straight line course length with boats 

surrendering or gaining x number of seconds/mile based on their rating.  Since you know the measured course length, you can calculate the 

time differentials with your class competitors before the start. We also came within about 5 minutes of winning the award for largest corrected 

time margin between first and second place in a class, but that’s another story.   

It seems like many of our members have had some fun adventures sailing. Bill Beglin participated in the 90th Annual Mills Race. Read about 

his experience below. 
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Almost as interesting as the race, is rafting up 100+ boats in the Put-in-Bay Harbor dock area. Since we were early, we were 

only one boat off the dock, but had 4 other boats rafted outside of us. The fun part of this is it’s early in the morning and  as 

the weather warmed up quickly to shorts temperatures, you were able to spend the next few hours meeting and swapping 

stories with the other competitors. After that it was off to breakfast and a few Bloody Mary’s, followed by long mid-day naps 

since most of us had a late night on Thursday and had been up since 8 o’clock Friday morning. Saturday night was spent 

enjoying the festivities at the various island night spots and wrapped up Sunday morning with the awards presentation.  

So, now all we had to do was get home. Two of our 5 person crew had one problem, our cars were in Toledo and Brian’s boat 

was headed back to his dock in Sandusky. The plan was to make the trip to Sandusky and hitch a ride back to Toledo. 

However, with a bit of creative thinking we remembered that some officers of the Club had motored over on their yachts. We 

were fortunate to talk to their rear commodore, John Sokol and he and his wife gave Nick Boxold and I a pleasant two hour 

rode back to Toledo aboard his 35 foot Carver, complete with Heinekens.  

A new experience, a great weekend and I can’t wait till the 91st Mills.  

Con’t  Mills Race…. 

Rafted up at the docks Sat. 

Toledo Yacht club committee boat (no shit it really is)

Saturday siesta 
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact   Bill 

Beglin 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 
 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

tackle@ymail.com 

I would like to thank all those that participated in the 2013 Summer Sailstice. We had a great turn out!!! At one point I counted 
over 30 boats sailing. I hope everyone who registered wins something. 
 
The weather did not look too promising but the rain never came and the winds were blowing. The sky cleared just in time for the 
evening’s Wine Tasting. There was plenty of food, wine and good spirits on hand. 
 
Watch your email for information about the 2013 Annual Awards Dinner and the upcoming Cheeseburger in Parricide cook out. 
 
Have a safe and happy 4th of July 
 
In honor of the 4th, here’s a recipe I hope you enjoy. 
 

Sun brewed Peach Iced Tea 
1 gal water 
4-6 standard tea bags (green tea works too) 
3-4 fresh peaches cut into wedges (substitute one can of peaches with juice) 
 
Place all in a 1 gallon (or larger) glass or clear plastic pickle jar 
Set in the sun for 2 hours 
Pour over ice and add a sprig of mint and a slice of peach. 
 

 Yummy & Refreshing! 

From Bill’s boat to yours.  

Our Social Director has a refreshing summertime treat to beat the heat. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

