
July 4th!! 

 

July 11—Fins 

Regatta and 

Cheeseburger in 

Paradise 

Cookout 

 

July 25—1661 

Regatta and 

“Pub” Night 

 

Jul 26—

Midsummer 

Night’s Regatta 
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Calendar 

If July brings the summer, why has it been 

raining like it’s spring?  The weather was 

not cooperating with our calendar through 

June, but intrepid as we sailors are, we find 

a way to get things done.  (Be that sailing or 

wine tasting). 

 

One of our newer traditions in the BLSA is 

the Parade of Boats on the weekend of the 

Solstice.  Each year we use this day to try 

and get as many sailboats on the lake as we 

can, and keep a count each year.  Maybe we 

can set a new record next year, as this year’s 

weather kept all but our most intrepid sailors 

from the lake. Our Vice Commodore Tim 

Fry was of course among this select group, 

finding himself among maybe a half dozen 

boats instead of the 40 we hope for. 

 

Damp weather does not apparently keep 

sailors from drinking wine.  The event was 

moved to the party room at Kent’s lower 

level and though Annie and I missed it, I am 

told it was a great event.  With Chris and 

Sharon Hughes hosting, I am certain it was.   

 

Our next rain soaked event also involved 

Chris and Sharon.  Last weekend they 

hosted an anchoring and rafting seminar at 

Hanna Creek.  The intention was a little 

discussion and demonstration on land, and 

some practicing on the water.  With overcast 

skies and 15-25 knot predicted winds, we 

considered upgrading the class to Masters 

Level credit, but instead opted to stay on 

shore and focus on theory.  And then it 

started raining….    

 

But before we gathered our things and 

scattered, we engaged in one of my favorite 
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activities at the lake: 

Sharing stories about 

sailing with sailors.  The 

topic of the day was 

anchoring, and everyone 

had a story to share; stories 

of anchors dragging in the 

night, having to cut the 

rode, or even throwing the 

anchor overboard without 

securing the other end to 

the boat.  We were all new 

to this once, and are all still 

learning all of the time. 

 

There is an amazing 

amount of experience 

among our members.  

Think of how many 

different boats our 

members have sailed, from 

the tiniest sunfish to 50’ 

cruisers.  And the places 

they have sailed.  We have 

members who have sailed 

the Great Lakes, the 

Atlantic, the Pacific, the 

Caribbean, and raced 

throughout Europe, 

Australia, and New 

Zealand.  The depth and 

breadth of knowledge 

among this group is 

amazing.  Sailors like to tell 

stories.  And I like to hear 

them. 

 

 

Brookville Lake Water 

Level—the lake level was 

up on June 27th.  Keep an 

eye out for floating debris 

and less-than-accessible 

walkways.  (At the Hanna 

Creek Sailboat Launch). 

Leon and Johanna Barber – Charter Members 

 

Another sad goodbye: You may know that Johanna 

passed away in February 2013.  We just learned that Leon 

followed her the next April (2014).  The Barbers loved 

sailing and their friends at BLSA.  We were blessed to 

have them involved for so long, first as founding 

members of the club, and later as Emeritus participants.   

 

Fair Winds and Following Seas 

Johanna – 10/21/1925 – 02/10/2013 

Leon – 06/10/1925 – 04/17/2014 

“New Members” — The Strictly Sail school boat 

became an incubator for a nest of 4 baby birds.  We 

suspect they are barn swallows, and they are very cute 

and VERY hungry.  Momma keeps a sharp eye on 

them and does not like people looking at them too 

long or too closely.  So take a peek as you go by Slip 

#1 at Hanna Creek, but mind your distance. 
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Social Director        Dave Holdren —  Wind Shadow — Kells 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 55 

BLSA held two social events back-to-back, the Wine Tasting on the evening of June 

20th and the Father’s Day Pancake Breakfast on June 21st.  Despite the threat of 

inclement weather and changing the venue at the last minute both days, we had good 

turnouts for both events. 

 

Chris and Sharon Hughes (Heron) hosted the Wine Tasting event and as usual did a 

great job. Sharon fixed shredded beef and shredded chicken.  The attendees brought 

wine to taste and appetizers and side dishes to 

share.  We had a lot of very good food to eat 

and wine to share. We had red wine, white 

wine, and even dessert wine to taste and they 

all were very good (we had very little wine 

left over, but a lot of empty bottles!).  Chis 

shared a moment of silence for Tim Fry’s 

good friend, Cincinnati police officer Sonny 

Kim, who died 

keeping the peace. We 

had about 50 people 

including several new 

members attend the 

event and thank you to 

Chris and Sharon for 

hosting. 

 

 Phil and Laurie Mayleben (Mad Hatter, new members) hosted 

the Father’s Day Pancake Breakfast Sunday morning and did a 

terrific job despite having electrical issues early. They served 

pancakes, sausage, orange juice, apple juice, and coffee.  The 

pancakes and sausage were cooked during the breakfast so it was all fresh, hot, and delicious.  45 members attended, 

including several new members.  Thank you to Phil and Laurie for hosting. 

 

The next two events are the Cheeseburger in Paradise Cookout to be held after the Fins Regatta at 6:00pm on July 

11.  Your hosts will be Rick and Cathi Ege (Tiger Lily). The flier with all of the particulars will go out in the first 

week of July. 

 

A new event, the 1661 Pub Night will be hosted by Tim Fry (Tracy Ann) 

after the 1661 parade (race) on July 25, 6:00pm.  In 1661 John Evelyn 

recorded a competition between Katherine and Anne, two large royal 

sailing vessels both of English design, the 

wager 100-1; the race from Greenwich to 

Gravesend and back. One of the vessels was 

owned, and 

sometimes 

steered by 

Charles II, the 

King of England. 

The king lost. 

This will be the BLSA version of the race. Tim plans on 

serving Shepherd’s Pie. More details to come later 

concerning the parade (race) and the social. 
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Harbormaster Update        Roger Ruwe —  Sails Call — Hunter 27 — Hanna Creek, Slip 56 

The concrete pad leading to the Hanna Creek docks has had some wash out 

under it.  I reported this to Dennis Weber (IDNR) and he is having a crew 

from Quakertown work on it Wednesday.  The plan is for them to pack the 

underside with gravel to get us through the July 4th weekend and evaluate it 

next week for further repair. I will make it a point to get up to Hanna Creek 

and keep you posted.  Also, if you do see further erosion keep me posted.  

Have a sunny and safe 4th! 

 

PLEASE let Roger know of any other infrastructure issues at any of the state 

facilities.  This is where the club can have a positive impact on our sailing 

experience.  Thanks to Dennis for acting so quickly! 

Communications    Sharon Hughes — Heron — O’day 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 46 

The BLSA Board is in the process of updating/developing policies for our various media tools: Facebook; Email; the 

Website; etc.  Rules established previously are being gathered and your input is being sought.  If you have ideas and 

want to help out, please send your comments by July 31st to the BLSA email: BLSA.News@gmail.com.   

 

Please indicate if you will serve on an ad hoc committee to put together recommendations (1-2 meetings and some 

homework/reading).  In the meantime, we have changed passwords and temporarily tightened security for these 

resources.  I apologize  for any inconvenience, but we have had an unwelcomed posting and want to make sure we 

provide a fun, safe, sailing-related place to communicate. 

 

In the meantime, if you have not “Liked” us on Facebook, we’d love to have you join us.  Find us listed under 

“Brookville Lake Sailing Association (BLSA)”, then click the “Like” button.  
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Anchoring and Rafting-Up Clinic Re-Cap   Chris Hughes — Heron  

I want to thank Dave Forrester, Scott Webb, and Sharon 

Hughes for coming out to help with the Anchoring and 

Rafting-up Clinic last Saturday, and Bill Beglin, who 

was willing to help if the weather had cooperated – 

which it did not.  Thanks also to those who came to 

learn a little more about these fun aspects of boating.  

As we started the class we had already decided that the 

wind was too much for on-the-water practice, but rain 

and wind drove us to seek shelter after about 1/3 of the 

land-based class was completed.   

 

Here are some bullet points to go over what we 

discussed, and what we didn’t get to.  (NOTE: This is 

only a guide and is not intended to be a comprehensive 

list.  These methods may not work on other lakes, rivers 

and oceans.  Seek qualified training before attempting 

any maneuver.  Professional driver on closed course.) 

 

Anchoring: 

 

- Make sure the bitter end of the anchor rode (the 

end that does not have an anchor on it) is firmly 

connected to the boat at all times; 

 

- Get a weather forecast on VHF, internet, etc. 

before deciding to anchor; 

 

- Establish a simple hand signal system to 

communicate between the bow and the cockpit; 

 

- Talk through the process with the crew before 

doing anything – who will drive and who will 

deploy the anchor, where will we drop the anchor 

(be aware of swing room required to keep you off 

other boats and the shore), where will the boat end 

up; 

 

- Come to your chosen anchoring spot facing into 

the wind then back downwind as you deploy; 

 

- EASE the anchor into the water, don’t just throw 

it off the boat, and slowly back down as you 

smoothly let out line.  This will help keep the 

anchor from fouling on its rode; 

 

- With a scope of around 3:1 (scope is the ratio of 

water depth to length of anchor rode – so in 10’ of 

water 3:1 = 30’ of rode) start to apply resistance to 

the rode, helping the anchor to bite into the mud.  

Continue the resistance and backing until the  

To retrieve the anchor: 

 

- Bring the boat to the anchor.  On “Heron” we can 

pull the boat forward if the wind is not strong.  You 

may need some help from the motor; 

 

- As the anchor rode reaches vertical, cleat off and let 

the forward momentum and weight of the boat break 

the anchor free; 

 

- Dunk the anchor a few times once it is at the 

surface to clean off the mud; 

 

- Stow the anchor and go sailing. 

anchor is firmly set. Check the shoreline 

perpendicular to the boat to see if you are dragging or 

you really are set; 

 

- Once the anchor is set let out an appropriate amount 

of rode (most would say 6:1 or 7:1 is good for most 

situations); 

 

- When the boat has settled into place check your 

position again with the shoreline and keep a mental 

picture of where you are; 

 

- Sit back and enjoy a beautiful night on the lake, 

under the stars. 
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Rafting-up: 

 

- Plan ahead or call on the radio to ask to raft-up 

with another boat.  Don’t be offended if they 

decline.  Some nights we just want to be alone.  

If they agree make sure everyone knows if it is 

just for drinks, dinner, or the whole night; 

 

- Decide whose anchor you will be on.  Generally it 

will be the bigger boat’s bigger anchor; 

 

- Agree with the other boat which side you will tie 

to and whose lines will be used.  Set out 

fenders around the widest part of your boat; 

 

- Approach upwind with one crew on the bow 

(don’t forget those hand signals) and remember 

that the anchored boat may swing back and 

forth if it is breezy.  Don’t get too close; 

 

- As you approach level with the other boat throw 

the bow line but keep it loose and bring the 

boat to a stop with the motor; 

 

- Throw the stern line and snug the boats up with 

their sterns close together (this is where you 

will most likely cross from one boat to the 

other.  Make sure the spreaders are staggered 

so they don’t hit and damage each other as the 

boats rock; 

 

- Carefully step over and enjoy the company of 

friends; 

 

- If there will be more than 2 boats in the raft make 

sure the first is fully secured before bringing in 

the next boat; 

 

- NEVER be in a rush.  Communication is the key. 

Breaking up the raft: 

  

- With multiple boats work from the outside in; 

  

- Make sure the motor is running and, if appropriate, 

lights are on before breaking off; 

  

- With one crew on the bow release the lines and 

retrieve them.  Make sure they don’t drag in the 

water and foul the propeller; 

  

 Gently push the boats apart and back out of 

position.  This way you will avoid the anchor 

line still holding the other boat.  Be careful not to 

steer your bow into the other boat.  Make sure 

you are clear before turning and motoring 

forward. 

 

  

A couple more points: 

 

I can’t say it enough – communication is the key!  Clear, 

simple, hand signals keep communication from 

becoming yelling.  The only thing more important is 

safety — if you think you might want a life jacket, you 

need it.  If you don’t think you need a life jacket think 

again — you might be wrong.  You always have the 

option to stay at the dock — if the weather doesn’t look 

good for a night on the lake then don’t go out. 

 

If you still want some on-the-water training please 

contact me.  One of the experienced anchorers will be 

happy to spend an hour with you helping develop your 

skills.  We want you to be able to make full use of your 

boat and your time on the water.  
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Racing Director       John Slawter — Uno Mass — S2 7.9 — Hanna Creek, Slip 71 

“Fins to the left, Fins to the right…”  -- Jimmy 

Buffett, 1979 

 

I owe a big thank you to everyone who has participated 

in our racing program so far this year.  In particular, I’d 

like to recognize our volunteers for committee duty:  

Scott Webb (Clean Bottom Regatta), the Cunninghams 

(School’s Out Regatta), and Dan CaJacob (Father’s Day 

Regatta).  Also a special thanks to Chris Hughes for 

leading our Anchoring and Raft-up School on June 27th.  

None of the events at BLSA happen without our 

volunteers, and the racing program in particular owes 

each of you a big thank you! 

 

June was a great month for racing 

and favorable winds and good 

weather brought out several new 

boats.  Skip and Janna Harmon 

(Incognito, O'day 272) joined the 

club and raced on their first day as 

new members and have 

consistently placed in the top 3 of 

each regatta since.  Y eti (J-24), 

with Nelson and Chelsea Mead, 

has been a strong competitor and they also volunteered 

for committee duty in July—thank you in advance!  

Frank Parsons’ Wind Dancer (Beneteau 265) swept the 

last regatta winning all four races at the Father’s Day 

Regatta.  There is a lot of racing left in 2015 so if you 

have never raced or are considering giving it a shot after 

a long hiatus, reach out to one of us for encouragement 

and support—they did it and you can too! 

 

The School’s Out Regatta on June 6th was unbelievably 

close.  In fact, I had to dig into the rule book to determine 

the winner.  Uno Mas, skippered by Ashli Slawter, and 

Bullship II, with Walter Frank at the helm, were tied after 

four races.  Typically, the tie break is determined by the 

boat with the most first place finishes—they both won 

two races.  Then the boat with the most second place 

finishes wins—they both had zero 2nd place finishes.  

Then the boat with the most third place finishes wins—

again, they both had zero 3rd place finishes.  Finally (I 

thought) the boat with the most fourth place finishes 

would win the regatta—unfortunately they both had two 

fourth place finishes.  As it turns out, the next rule of tie 

breaks is the most recent win so Bullship II, the winner of 

the fourth race of the day, took the Father’s Day Regatta 

Brag Flag and two bullet stickers.  Congratulations 

Walter! 

 

We had a very good turnout for the Father’s Day 

Regatta with 6 boats coming to the line.  To start the 

day we raffled off a special gift for all the fathers that 

showed up—a copy of Justin Halpern’s New York 

Times bestseller and truly hilarious book, “Sh** My 

Dad Says.”  Congratulations to Dan CaJacob who won 

the book and also served committee duty for the day.  

The winds were fairly strong so we saw Wind Dancer 

with a reefed main in the first three races and Uno Mas 

changed to a 110 Jib after exhausting their trimmer in 

the first race.  In the end, it was much less contentious 

than the School’s Out Regatta with 

Wind Dancer taking four bullet 

stickers in four races!  

Congratulations to Frank Parsons 

and crew for a job very well done! 

 

One quick Racing Rules of Sailing 

update that I am sure all of you 

will appreciate, particularly those 

considering racing for the first 

time.  Rule 14 (Avoiding Contact) 

states that “a boat shall avoid contact with another boat 

if reasonably possible.”  This rule is under the general 

limitations section and applies for the duration of the 

race regardless of right of way.  So if you have “Fins to 

the left” and “Fins to the right,” know that your fellow 

racers will be following Rule 14—and expecting you 

too as well! 

 

Speaking of fins, the Fins Regatta is coming up on 

Saturday, July 11th.  Many of you are already planning 

to attend the Cheeseburger in Paradise event that 

evening so have a little fun earlier in the day by racing 

with us.   Later in the month, we will be honoring the 

first documented sailboat race with our 1661 Social 

which includes a fun race from one end of the lake to 

the other on Saturday, July 25th.  The next day, we will 

host our Midsummer Night’s Dream Regatta 

recognizing the halfway point of our racing season on 

Sunday, July 26th. 

 

Thank you again for everyone’s participation this year 

and see you on the starting line! 
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact 

Tim Fry 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

Located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and Old Rt. 101, just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

 

 

1908  Old Rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

Tackle@ymail.com 

Cheeseburger in Paradise Casserole by Jimmy Buffett: feeds 4 to 5 
 

Ingredients:  

 

1 lb. lean ground beef   1 large onion, chopped 

½ teaspoon of seasoned salt  ½ teaspoon of garlic powder 

A dash of Worcester sauce  1 cup of milk 

½ cup of Original Bisquick mix  2 eggs 

1 cup of shredded cheddar cheese or ¾ cup cheddar and ¼ cup mozzarella 

 

Directions: 

 

Heat oven to 400.  Spray a 9 inch pie plate with non-stick cooking spray. 

 

Cook beef and chopped onion over medium until beef is brown (about 10 minutes).  Drain excess fat. 

 

Stir in salt, garlic powder and Worcester sauce and then spread in pie plate.  Next, sprinkle the shredded cheese on 

top of the beef. 

 

In a small bowl whisk together the milk, eggs and Bisquick. Make sure you get as many lumps out as you can. Pour 

over meat mixture. 

 

Bake in over for 25 minutes or until a knife comes out clean. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

