
Birthdays 

Randy Jones—7/11 

Cathi Ege—7/19 

Dave Masters—7/23 

 

Racing 

July 5th—Spring Series  

9 & 10 

 

Social/Events 

July 12th— Full Moon 

Frolic/BVI Night 

July 19th—Big Bubba 

Burger Bash/

Cheeseburger in 

Paradise 

July 19th—PB&J Kids 

Sailing Day/Puddle 

Duck Regatta  
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Commodore  Beglin 

Commodore   
Bill Beglin 

wrbeglin@aol.com 
Cell: 317-447-7550 

 
Vice Commodore & 
Membership Chair 

Tim Fry 
Timothy.fry@udri.uday

ton.edu 
Cell: 937-750-5448 

Social Director 
David Holdren 

Windshadow23.dh@g
mail.com 

Cell: 859-391-6590 
 

Racing Director 
Scott Webb 

scott@scottwebbarchit
ect.com 

Cell: 513-368-8274 

Treasurer 
Suzanna Clark 

suzanne@clarkaudiolog
y.com 

Cell: 513-509-9327 
 

Secretary  
John Clark 

jg.clark@uc.edu 
Cell: 513-509-9326 

 

Communications  
Kim Price 

kimmjprice@gmail.com 
Cell: 859-801-6021 

 
Harbormaster 

Jeff Houk 
reefdmain@aol.com 
Cell: 317-432-6578 

 

BLSA BOARD MEMBERS 

Summer time and the livin’ is 

easy….  

Summer is here, and we’ve 

had a great start to the 2014 

season. For me, this past 

weekend was the highlight. 

After over a year of fund 

raising from split the pot 

tickets, our fall banquet silent 

auction and the generous 

direct donations of several 

members our small boat dock 

is a reality.  On Saturday the 

21st we had 11 members, 

Ashli Slawter’s parents(Jim & 

Betty Thompson) and an able 

young sailor by the name of  

Jack (someday Sparrow) who 

all worked their tails off 

starting at 9am. Ably directed 

by Paul Hemker, the driving 

force behind this effort from 

the beginning, the crew 

worked non-stop till it was 

complete and floating in place. 

We even earned an assist from 

the Indiana Conservation 

officers who towed the 

completed dock from the ramp 

into the cove. Watch for a 

separate email for a link to the 

YouTube video of the process. 

We still have a few details to 

complete and the intent this 

year is for anyone to use it, 

determine if there are any 

changes/modifications needed 

and then consider if we should 

add another section next year.  

  The second major effort of 

the weekend was performed 

by Suzanne and John Clark 

assisted by new member 

Roger Ruwe. They power 

washed all of the picnic tables 

in the circle. For all of us that 

have had a case of green pants 

butt, this was a labor of love 

we’ll all appreciate.  

After the work, it was time to 

relax and enjoy the Summer 

Sailstice Parade of Boats. 

Scott Webb led this effort and 

it resulted in the best turnout 

we’ve ever had. I counted 25 

boats, most of which sailed all 

the way to the causeway and 

back. The most impressive 

was Jack Slawter in his Opti, 

sailing from Hanna Creek all 

the way past Egypt Hollow. If 

you missed him on the radio, 

his ‘handle’ is PocoMas a 

great play off of mom and 

dad’s UnoMass. 

  As if that wasn’t enough to 

fill up the day, the fleet 

returned to Hanna Creek to 

enjoy our annual wine tasting, 
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graciously hosted by Kelly 

Callentine and Dan Vallance. 

They provided the tables, 

supplies and Subway 

sandwiches which were 

complimented by a 

tremendous selection of 

member supplied wines and 

hors d'oeuvres.  

Whew, now that’s a Saturday 

to remember.  Beyond all the 

accomplishments and fun, the 

best thing about this weekend 

was watching so many of our 

members contribute their time 

and efforts to the benefit of the 

club. Thank you to everyone 

that made this a weekend to 

remember.  

 

Bill 

Racing         Scott Webb…..Beneteau First 285~ Design First    Slip 73 at Hanna Creek Marina 

We are half way through the Spring Rac-

ing Series, and having a lot of fun.  And 

we’ve had wind most race days, so the 

fleet has yet to spend a summer afternoon 

bobbing around waiting for something to 

happen.   

There has always been a great spirit of 

support among sailors, offering advice, 

helping install new improvements, and of 

course raising the mast.  This has been 

my experience in my dozen or so years 

within the BLSA, and it is certainly evi-

dent in racing as well.  Now that most of 

that work is finished, let’s take our boats 

for a spin around the race course and see 

how we did. 

So far this season, we have looked at 

starting, the shape of the course and some 

basic rules of the road we can all use.  

This seems like an appropriate time to 

talk about scoring, as the BLSA Board 

has just approved some changes to the 

racing program regarding Committee 

Duty and Mentoring. 

 

How the races are scored 

We have a huge variety of boats in our 

clubs of varying lengths, weights, & de-

sign, yet we all race together.  Like many 

other sports, we use a handicap system to 

allow these various boats to compete 

more fairly. 

Individual boats are given a nationally 

recognized handicap known as the Ports-

mouth Rating for your boat.  Each boat is 

given a number specific to the manufac-

turer, length, rig, etc.  We get these num-

bers from the US Sailing website every 

season.  

These numbers are essentially modifica-

tion factors (handicaps) that result in 

"corrected times" for each boat that fin-

ishes a race.  Put simply, the faster the 

boat, the lower the handicap.  Boats de-

signed more for racing have lower num-

bers than cruising boats and longer boats 

are generally faster than shorter ones, but 

using this system, different boats can 

race against each other.  When the race is 

complete, the Race Director enters 

elapsed time for each boat into a comput-

er program that scores the races (and the 

season) and results in the race reports 

you get from me each week.  

How the season is scored 

Races are scored simply by place, with 

First Place getting a score of (1), Second 

Place receiving (2), etc.  The winner of 

the series is the boat with the lowest 

score.  Simple, right?  And not every race 

counts.  As the season progresses, boats 

accumulate “throw-outs” based on ap-

proximately 30% of the races, so by the 

time our 10 Race Spring Series is com-

plete, each participant can throw out (3) 

races.  However, races that you don’t 

participate in count too.   

In our Race results, you can also see vari-

ous "codes" like DNC (did not compete), 

DNS (did not start), DNF (did not finish). 

DSQ (disqualified) and COMM for serv-

ing as Race Committee.  Each of these is 

assigned a value, and counts toward de-

termining the series winners.  Since DNC 

(did not start) is worse than coming in 

last, the more you race, the better you 

ultimately score. 

This Year’s Changes 

In years past, when we had a single, 

summer-long racing series, Commit-

tee Duty was considered an obliga-

tion for returning racers.  If you raced 

more than twice, you were likely to 

have to serve committee duty the 

flowing season, so there was one day 

you were definitely not racing.  Fur-
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ther, serving as Committee garnered you 

a score of (10) for helping out the pro-

gram.  It was decided some time ago, 

that this would insure that these races 

would end up being a couple of your 

“throw-outs”, and you would simply 

have fewer races to count if you were a 

more experienced racer. 

Last year we have changed to two 10-

race series and started the Mentor pro-

gram.  Now, these more experienced 

racers have to serve one weekend as 

Committee in one series and one as a 

Mentor in the other.  The unintended 

consequences of these decisions turns 

out be a more dramatic effect on the 

scoring, and fewer boats racing.  The 

high score achieved by serving effects 

the number of races you have left to 

“throw-out”, and forcing people to serve 

or sit out, results in fewer boats in the 

race. 

Doing some research this spring, it 

seems the majority of sailing clubs I 

found simply score Committee Duty as 

your average score of the races in the 

series.  Therefore, you are neither 

helped, nor hurt by serving.  The Board 

unanimously approved this change at last 

Saturday’s meeting. 

Secondly, we had a rule that said your 

boat cannot race on the day you fulfilled 

your obligation to serve Committee, ulti-

mately resulting in fewer boats in the 

race.  In our effort to get more of the 

club involved, the Board discussed the 

notion that while you may be 

“responsible” for Committee Duty, you 

are welcome to get other club members 

involved to run the race on your behalf, 

allowing you to race your boat.  So long 

as there is neither benefit nor penalty for 

doing so (coupled with our other change, 

you’re getting your average either way), 

you can go ahead and race.   The Board 

unanimously approved this change at last 

Saturday’s meeting as well. 

The BLSA Racing program is ever 

evolving thanks to the interest and sup-

port of the individuals who race and the 

Club as a whole.  We are always trying 

to get more people involved and feel 

these two changes in the program will 

allow more boats to be on the course, 

and will open the door for others to join 

the fun. 

Speaking of which…. I need some Com-

mittee help Saturday July 5.  Dan 

Whelen just got his boat in the water, 

and would much prefer racing with us 

than serving on Committee.  If anyone is 

interested in helping, (even without ex-

perience) we can show you the ropes and 

help you set the course.  And as we have 

said before, he Committee Boat offers a 

unique perspective on racing that every-

one can learn from.  

 

Scott 

Vice-Commodore Notes     Tim Fry…..Catalina 28~ Tracy Ann     Slip 74 at Hanna Creek Marina   

Boat Parade and Wine Tasting 

 

On Saturday June 21, the BLSA 

gathered for a fantastic day of sailing 

and wine tasting.  Tracy and I 

introduced a friend to her first sail 

ever.  After having successfully gold-

bricked my way out of the small dock 

project, we left the dock about 1:30 with 

our new sailor getting a chance to work 

all the lines and controls.  At one point, 

she smiled contentedly and said, “Now I 

understand why you love this so 

much.”  The wind was fairly nice for a 

trip down to the causeway and halfway 

back to Hanna Creek; and then it 

died.  No loss, we all donned our 

lifejackets and jumped into the lake for 

a cooling swim. 

As the four o’clock parade time came, 

we were too far away to join the start.  It 

was nonetheless impressive to watch 

20+ sailboats, arranged smartly east to 

west, come plunging down the lake 

towards us.  We decided to join the 

parade, but it seemed sensible to join it 

with a mile head start.   “Tracy Ann” led 

the pack for a quite a while, that is until 

the Foresters and “Lilly Pad” passed us 

with ease.  We watched the Commodore 

sailing effortlessly through the pack.  I 

explained to my guest the waterline 

length makes all the difference in the 

world when it comes to speed.  Later on, 

at the dock, someone pointed out to me 

that a running diesel engine is even 

more important that waterline length. 

After the parade, everybody made their 

way back to Hanna Creek for the Wine 

Tasting, an annual social event hosted 

this year by Dan Vallance and Kelly 

Callentine. If you are not familiar with 

the event, it starts with each member 

providing a bottle or two of their 

favorite wine and fine crystal glasses so 

that their fellow BLSA members and 

friends can delicately sip the wine and 

enjoy their gentle bouquets.  Snack 

dishes are passed and the conversation is 

enriching.  I learned this year that Al 

and Lydia Dudzik’s son was a chef in 

the Navy, where he prepared 10,000 

meals a day on a small aircraft 

carrier.  We need to sign him up for a 

social event next year.  After much fun, 

we voted on our favorite wines and the 

winners were announced.  New BLSA 

members, Raymond and Leva 

Vinevicius took first prize with their 

Simi Sauvignon Blanc.  Dan CaJacob 

and his Puerto Rican beauty, Sara 

Cooper, won second prize with their 

German Dry Riesling. 
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact   Bill 

Beglin 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 
 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

tackle@ymail.com 

A bird’s eye view of the wine tasting 

The evening lingered into the night with 

lots of joy and conversation 

continuing.  Eventually everyone left for 

bed, some to their homes and some to their 

boats.  It was another one for the record 

books. 

 

Tim 

BLSA’S very 

own Jack 

“Sparrow” 

Slawter 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

