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From The Helm 
By Mike Burd Bavaria 32 ~ Windswept   Slip D-30 at Kent’s Harbor Marina 

Calendar 

As we settle into the summer, 
the weather has again kept us 
up and running, we have had a 
few good weekends with high 
winds and cool evenings.  I 
know a bunch of us anchor out 
for the evenings and enjoy the 
companionship and stories 
from the day’s events.  Racing 
has been good for the club.  
The puddle duck project has 
been coming along; we have 
seen a few of them out 
sprouting wings so to speak. 
The last few social functions 
have had great participation; we 
have gained a few new 
members from the open house, 
so things seem to be on cruise 
control for the summer.  We 
had a bad storm come through 
the weekend of June 23.  It 
caught a few off guard.  I know 
the week of the Fourth can be 

weird as some will be off the 
first part of the week and 
others the last part.  The first 
part does not seem to be too 
good as the weather has been 
hot and there has been no 
wind, we had to cancel the 
races on Saturday due to no 
wind, we certainly hope that 
does not happen too much. 
Maybe the dog days of summer 
are early this year and we may 
hope to see better wind and 
weather towards August. Now 
is a good time to check and 
recheck your rigging as the 
storms have rattled things 
apart.  Check your dock lines to 
make sure they are still in good 
shape. 
The time of year presents itself 
to garner new positions in the 
club board of directors.  We 
will be forming a nominating 

committee shortly.  This year 
we have a few leaving us due to 
terms, others due to need.  We 
usually have a four out of eight 
member turn around each year. 
This year we actually have five 
positions as a member who has 
been long standing is asking to 
relinquish.  One is 
communications director, 
someone that can help with the 
development of the Mainsheet 
newsletter and handle any inter 
club communications and help 
with the website and Facebook 
page. Two is the Harbormaster 
position.  This includes the 
managing and tracking of club 
assets, including the equipment 
and activity boat.  Three is the 
Secretary position, includes 
recording on club meeting 
minutes and helps with 
communications. Four is the 
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racing director position, 
includes setting up and 
handling the racing program.  
The fifth and last is yours truly, 
the Commodore position, 
managing club operations.  
Hopefully we have volunteers 
that are interested in a position 
to help out.  The club by-laws 
inform us that the board is 
nominated and then once 
elected the board sits down and 
decides who is going to handle 

what position, it does seems 
easier as in the past that we 
have members that volunteer 
directly for a position that they 
feel comfortable handling.  We 
can follow the past footsteps to 
that end.  Although if you 
realize the last few board 
members have changed 
positions midterm for some 
due to the interest in others 
handling a position that may be 
taken.  Looking initially at this 

some positions may be a bit 
unknown, but thanks to 
previous board members, we 
have set up a guide for all 
positions and it helps in 
position expectations and gives 
directions to easily transition to 
another member. Some of 
these positions are rather low 
time consumption.  Most are 
there to facilitate needs of the 
club. If you have an interest in 
helping the club out this way 

please let me or another board 
member aware and we can 
work through the nominating 
committee. 
We have racing and social 

functions this month that will 

be a whole lot of fun. Come on 

out and participate. See you on 

the lake! 

Mike B.  

Social Calendar        Bill Ralston…..Catalina 250 ~ Escape      Slip 67 at Hanna Creek Marina   

‘I like mine with lettuce and tomato  

Heinz 57 and french fried potatoes  

Big kosher pickle and a cold draft beer  

Well good god almighty which way do I steer for my 

CHEESEBURGER IN PARADISE’ 

 

Come and get your  

cheeseburger 
 

Saturday, July 14, 6:00pm 

The Hanna Creek Circle. 
 

Last names A-K bring a 

dessert to share 

Last names L-Z bring a 

side to share 

July 14, 2012 
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What Did I Learn About Sailing Today    Tim Fry…..Catalina 28 ~ Tracy Ann   Slip 74 at Hanna Creek Marina   

Communications    Bill Beglin…..Beneteau 323~ Past Behavin’      Slip D-31 at Kent’s Harbor Marina  

Something happened to me today that 

never should have happened.  I ran out 

of gas out on the lake.  It’s not really a 

big deal, but it was a learning experi-

ence and that’s what I’d like to relate 

here. 

I flew airplanes for 20 years before I 

learned to sail.  I read hundreds of arti-

cles about the mistakes pilots make and 

why they made them.  I don’t want to 

overdramatize running out of gas on 

Brookville Lake, because it’s not nearly 

as serious as running out of gas in flight.    

At the least, it was inconvenient; at the 

most, it could have been a very expen-

sive mistake. That said, it was still a 

pretty stupid mistake and one I never 

should have made. 

The point I want to make here isn’t that 

I could have prevented running out of 

gas, I could, but that we can always 

learn something from each day sailing.  

In aviation, those most likely to have 

accidents are the novices who lack skill 

and those experienced pilots who have 

become complacent.  I discovered to my 

surprise that I’m in that latter category 

when it comes to sailing.  I know the gas 

gage on my boat doesn’t work, but I 

should have checked the tank with a 

calibrated measuring stick.  I never flew 

once without looking into the gas tank.  

I knew better. 

So, what can the sailor learn from this?  

First, you’re never too experienced to 

learn something.  Do you use a check-

list?  Have you ever pulled away from 

the dock with the shore power still 

plugged in?  Have you ever untied and 

left the dock lines lying on the dock 

only to realize that you needed them to 

tie-up somewhere else on the lake?  

Have you ever forgotten to remove the 

safety chord from your roller furled jib 

(you do use the safety chord, don’t 

you?) and had to walk forward when 

you realized why the jib won’t unfurl?  

Haste makes waste and that’s why air-

plane pilots use checklists. 

Another thing I learned from flying is to 

admit one’s mistakes and enlist others to 

help.  In my case, I called Randy Jones 

on Fever and told him what happened.  I 

made this call in the hopes of getting 

someone to run a gallon of diesel out to 

me so I could make it back.  Imagine my 

surprise when Randy said, “just sail it 

back to your slip, we’ll catch you.”  

Wow!  That’s not what I was expecting 

him to say!  I’m not good enough to do 

that, am I?  I practiced “dead stick” 

landings in the airplane all the time.  I 

sure hoped some of that training would 

come in handy. 

Committed to getting back to back to 

Hanna Creek before all the helping 

hands left for the day, I started getting 

the boat ready. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  All the fenders out, Check 

Mainsail flaked on the boom, Check 

Lifejacket on, Check, I wear it all the 

time 

Dock lines ready, Check, right on the 

dock where I left them 

Tracy resting comfortable in the cabin, 

Check 

Steely eyed fighter pilot look of       

confidence affixed to face, Check 

 

With my engine-out approach-and-

landing checklist complete, I sailed on 

jib alone back to the dock.  I was fortu-

nate that the wind was from the south 

and I could sail downwind all the way 

back, with a single upwind turn to settle 

into my slip.  When I approached the 

slip there were no fewer than seven peo-

ple waiting to catch me, or maybe they 

just wanted to hear what happens when 

8,600 pounds of boat hits a semi-

stationary dock.  Talk about the pressure 

of performing in front of an audience.  

Good thing I’m not shy. 

In the end, I furled the jib with 25 yards 

to go, turned hard right (thankfully I’m 

on the outside row), and ran out of boat 

speed just as I entered the slip.  It really 

looked like I knew what I was doing.  I 

accepted congratulations for my master-

ful piece of sailing, but I know that 

without my stupid mistake in the first 

place, no fancy sailing would have been 

necessary.  Please guard against compla-

cency. 

Tim 

I probably should have re-titled this 

section ‘weather watch’ given the 

subject matter. On June 16th I was 

running the safety boat during the series 

races and given the temperature and risk 

of pop-up storms was watching the radar 

on my phone. The first race went fine 

with nice winds. During the second race 

you could seem some clouds gathering, 

but the radar only showed some small 

green areas approaching indicating rain, 

but nothing severe. Toward the end of 

the race, this changed with in a matter of 

about 20 minutes and the cell grew and 

turned yellow then red. Fortunately this 

happened after the race when most were 

on the way back to the docks. As I was 

retrieving the racing marks I was hit 

with what turned out to be 60 mph 

winds. It was so strong, I had to shield 

my eyes to avoid the stinging rain and be 

able to see at all. I headed to the west 

shore and beached the boat in a small 

cove where I was sheltered and waited 

the storm out. Mike Connolly on his 

Beneteau 210 was over-powered and 

wisely lowered sails and anchored rather 

than risking docking in the intense 

winds.  
 

Bottom line, the intense heat we’re 

experiencing this summer can very 

quickly kick up some surprisingly strong 

storms. Keep an eye on the sky and be 

pro-active. 
  

Bill  
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact   

Mike Burd 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 
 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

tackle@ymail.com 

With the hot days of summer now upon us, 
here is a cool refreshing dessert for you to 
try. I call it key Lime Dream Pie 
 
Here is what  you will need: 
12 oz. of Key Lime yogurt 
One box of Lime Jell-O 
12 oz. tube of Cool-Whip 
1/4 cup of boiling water 
1 ready made graham cracker crust 

In a large mixing bowl dissolve the Jell-O in 
boiling water. 
 
Mix in Yogurt and Cool-Whip 
 
Spoon into  pie crust 
 
Chill for at least 1 hour.  
 
Enjoy with an ice cold Margarita 

 
Bill Ralston 

My dog ate my 
homework,  

I mean  
Membership 

Book 
 
 

Ask Jay Stoehr 
about this one.  

Many thanks to Ray 

and Barb Goff  and 

their Fast Signs store 

for donating these 

stickers to the club for a 

fund raiser. Need a boat 

logo, signs etc. contact 

them at: 

ray.goff@fastsigns.com    513-723-4800  

120 W. 7th St., Cincinnati, OH 45202 
www.fastsigns.com/611-downtown-cincinnati-oh 

Mike Burd & Bill Beglin have these  @ $1 ea. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

