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From The Helm 
By Barry Brierley, Catalina 28 ~ Loon III    Slip 72 at Hanna Creek 

 

Commodore Brierley 

 Calendar 

The most difficult thing I can 
think of to write about, is the 
loss of a friend.  Sadly, I have 
to let you all know that a long-
time BLSA friend and member, 
Fred Lieberman, quietly slipped 
away from us on 14 Jun 09.  As 
many of you know, Fred had 
been fighting cancer for the last 
several years.  He fought 
ferociously, but in the end it 
wasn‟t enough.  This merciless, 
ruthless disease has robbed 
BLSA of a dear, good man. 
 
Fred was one of those people 
who always seemed to have a 
pleasant smile for those around 
him.  He was a quiet, 
undemonstrative person with a 
sharp wit and a friendly air 
about him.  Nothing ever 
seemed to irritate or anger 
Fred.  He calmly took 
everything life had to throw at 
him in quiet style. 
 
One measure of a person‟s 
character is their ability to build 
and maintain relationships, and 
Fred Lieberman was a man of 
great character.  He was a man 
who made friends, and then 
hung on to them and kept them 
close.  Our own Walter Frank 
literally grew up with Fred.  
The two of them lived across 

the street from each other as 4 
year olds, and stayed close 
friends for close to 70 years.  
When you talk about „life long 
friends‟, Walter and Fred were 
the blueprint. 

 
Fred was also very close to 
Patrick Duffy, BLSA‟s 
legendary “Duff‟, for whom the 
club‟s J24 championship is 
named.  Duff and Fred knew 
each other for almost 30 years.  
When Duff owned his elegant 
Hinckley yacht, Bullship, in 
Chicago, Fred was one of the 
crew that regularly travelled 

north for the various races 
Duff was keen to compete in.  
And when Duff moved his 
boats to Brookville Lake, Fred 
and Walter were there to crew 
for him. 
 
Fred was a graphic and 
commercial artist by trade and 
managed a successful business.  
He owned an art studio that 
provided layout, art and keyline 
services in the days before 
computerized „desktop 
publishing‟  re-defined that 
industry.  In the due course of 
this professional capacity, Fred 
met Jack Warndorf, one of 
BLSA‟s Founding Members, 
who was also in the 
lithographic arts business.  That 
professional association 
flourished for several years.  
And then as sometimes 
happens when business, career 
and family make their pressures 
felt, the two of them drifted 
apart for about 20 years.  It was 
BLSA‟s own Duffy who 
brought them back together 
again.  Jack was already crewing 
for Duff, when Duff said he 
had another sailing buddy he 
wanted to bring onboard.  That 
other sailor turned out to be 
Fred.  Their friendship was 
renewed, and BLSA‟s original 
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sailing quartet was born: Duff, 
Walter, Jack and Fred, usually 
sailing one of Duff‟s classic 
masterpieces. 
 
They say that the true measure 
of a person is what they do 
when no one else is watching, 
when there‟s no one around to 
impress.  Let me tell you about 
the kind of man Fred 
Lieberman was.  For several 
years, Fred, an older man in his 
later years, with a grown-up 
daughter and a business to 

manage, began to volunteer at 
Children‟s Hospital.  But Fred 
wasn‟t interested in answering 
phones or greeting visitors, or 
working the hospital gift shop, 
or the other typical volunteer 
duties.  He wanted to be in the 
trenches with the terminally ill 
kids, the kids who weren‟t 
going to make it.  Fred wanted 
to give, and he wanted to give 
the one thing that some of the 
kids at Children‟s need the 
most, to give what he knew he 
had in abundance.  Fred 

provided „his‟ hospital children 
with love, understanding, 
consolation, and the simple 
human solace of tender arms to 
embrace and comfort a dying 
child.  He found the strength 
and courage and character to 
do this again and again and 
again.  And he shared this with 
no one except his family and 
his very closest friends, almost 
never talking about it, because 
he didn‟t want anyone to make 
a fuss.  Can there be a better 
man than that? 

 
All of us in BLSA will be 
something less than before, 
from losing Fred.  But every 
time we see that lovely Etchells 
under sail on Brookville Lake, 
the boat that was part of 
Duffy‟s fleet of classics, and 
that Fred loved to sail on, we 
can all remember this fine, 
good man.  His daughter 
Jessica, said it for all of us at 
her father‟s funeral, “Sail on, 
Fred...sail on”. 

Social Calendar        Mike Burd…..Bavaria 32 ~ WindSwept      Slip D-30 at Kent‟s Harbor Marina   

The club hosted two social 
events in July. The Pig roast on 
the 5th and the Wine Tasting 
on the 20th. Both events were 
blessed with good weather and 
a great turnout.  
We had about 70 people in 
attendance for the Pig Roast. 
Thanks to all who RSVP‟d as 

that really helped our planning 
and allowed us to control costs, 
essentially breaking even, a first 
for this event.  
Again this year we cooked the 
pig ourselves. Special thanks to 

Jeff Wyatt for helping me in the 
early morning hours and to 
Mary Wyatt and Randy & 
Janice Jones for logistics;  Scott 
Webb, Annie Martinez, Betsy 
and Kip Casada, Ernie Hauser 

for preparing the feast.and of 
course Nancy for picking up all 
the loose ends. 
Once again BLSA members 
demonstrated that many hands 
make light work.  
 

On the 20th Chris and Sharon 
Hughes were the designated 
sommelier‟s for our Wine 
Tasting event that 42 members 
attended.  
The club provided a party 
Subway sandwich and that 
combined with all the delicious 
hors d'œuvre and desserts made 

for a „tasty‟ evening. 
 

Our next Social event is the  
 
Cheeseburger Party on July 
18th. Tradition has it that all 
real cheeseburger aficionados 
should come in island attire ala 
Jimmy Buffett ! 

New Technology   Bill Beglin…… Beneteau 323 ~ Past Behavin‟…..Slip E40 at Kent‟s Harbor Marina 

I recently spoke with Paul 

Hemker regarding a new 

product that he represents. It‟s 

called the Speedpuck by 

Velocitek. It‟s a very cool self-

contained GPS device for 

sailors.  While there are 

numerous GPS devices out 

there, this one has some very 

unique features. While it can 

naturally track instantaneous 

and max. speed as well as 

headings. it also shows lifts/

headers and most importantly 

can track a whole day of 

sailing/racing for download 

into your PC allowing post race 

analysis and some I wish „I 

would have‟ thinking. Check it 

out at www.velocitek.com. 

There are testimonials and 

videos demonstrating its use 

and functionality. Better yet, 

contact Paul Hemker at 

phemker@embarqmail.com or 

call him at  937- 437-7055 (H) 

or 937- 437 - 7261 shop. 

 

http://www.velocitek.com
mailto:phemker@embarqmail.com
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Dock Maintenance Update  Cory Chadwick  Tartan Piper 3100 ~  Panda    Slip #50 at Hanna Creek 

Racing Update        Ernie Hauser      J-24 ~ StrataJem    Fairfield Dock 

On June 19th I met with a representative of the IDNR Brookville 
office to conduct a dock walk of the Hanna Creek and Fairfield 
docks.  Before we began the dock walk, we discussed several 
issues leading down to the docks.  I pointed out the mud 
accumulation problem on the steps and was informed that they 
were planning to fix the rip-rap along the stairs and would fix the 
mud problem at the same time.  I also asked them to make sure 
the grounds crew people keep the sidewalks going down to the 
docks cleaned off of grass and sticks or this debris is tracked 
onto the docks and ultimately into our boats.  I also suggested 
that the trash and recycling containers would better serve 
everyone if they could be moved closer to the parking area where 
we go down to the docks.  The IDNR representative then asked 
if we could tell our members not to use the trash containers in 
the men and women‟s restrooms for disposal of their garbage 
(they fill up too quickly and cause an odor problem).  We then 
proceeded down to the Hanna Creek docks and identified the 
following issues: 
 There are loose boards in several areas that need fixed or 

replaced. 
I pointed out the need for ladders from the docks down into the 

water to get someone out in an emergency.  I stressed that 
this is a safety issue.   

We discussed the need for fire extinguishers in case of fire.  I was 
told that fire extinguishers were installed at the Fairfield and 
Hanna Creek docks but because of vandalism and theft 
problems IDNR decided it was to costly an effort to keep 
fixing and replacing them.   

The spring on the gate to Hanna Creek docks needs to be 
repaired and/or replaced. 

A fluorescent light needs to be replaced near slip no. 72  
The faucet next to slip no. 73 needs to be replaced 
Rub strips  at slip no. 47 & 50 need to be secured as it is falling 

off as well as along much of the guest dock 
The driftwood and debris needs to be removed from slip no. 29 

and other areas around both docks and all slips.  I was told 
that a crew would be down to remove  loose logs and debris 
and fix any loose or missing slip and dock bumpers before 
the fourth of July weekend. (This has been completed) 

Several buoys are missing (at least two) that mark the Hanna 
Creek sailboat only area.  New buoys should be in place 
within the next several weeks. 

 
The following deficiencies were noted at the Fairfield docks: 
 The water faucet near slip 44 needs to be repaired or replaced. 
A concrete rectangle around dock no. 21 needs to be replaced.  I 

discussed the overall condition of several other concrete 
pads and was told that they were in the work plan for 
sometime within the next year.  I did note that a couple of 
the concrete pads had been recently replaced. 

A tie-up cleat is missing at the end of the right side of the last 
dock, nearest the buoy fields, and should be installed ASAP. 

A light near the entrance to the dock closest to the buoy fields 
needs to be replaced or repaired. 

I saw a new locking mechanism on the gate to the docks closest 
to the buoy fields.  It worked very well when we tried it. 

I felt the IDNR representative was very positive about correcting 
the above identified deficiencies with several of them already 
completed as of this writing.  

The  Pig Regatta was held the 

weekend of June 6&7th and 

though turnout was somewhat 

less than we would have liked 

we were able to get  7 races in 

for the J Fleet with 

Steve Bossert on SeaPA 

winning n the series.  

 

Steve was followed by Rick 

Keeler on Juice in a close 

second place.  

 

 

 

 

Tom Lee on Jet came in third. 

In the P-Fleet 5 races were 

held with Mike Connolly 

winning on his Beneteau  First 

210 ~Blew Me.  

 

The winds were a bit light on 

Sat., but filled in very nicely 

for Sunday’s races. . 

Second Place in P-fleet went 

to the Slawter family on Uno 

Mas. Watch out for their kids, 

Jack and Sydney in the future 

- their sailing skills will be 
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1984 27’ Starwind — Breezin II 
$ 11,800 

Beam 9‟-8”  5,100 lbs. 4‟-11‟ keel 
8.5 hp diesel    Wheel steering 

Depth, speed, vhf, windex, dual batteries 
Neil Pryde Main, jib, genoa, recently  

re-conditioned. 
Includes cradle 

12’ AMF Puffer 
$ 950 

Includes trailer and cover, 
main, jib, oars. 

Yellow hull, white interior. 

812-662-0159 or  
812-593-5105 (c) 

Jim 
gyouareyou@mac.com  

1985 Capri 14.2  
$ 2,000 

Includes trailer 
Sails used but in good shape.  
Call Steve at 513-304-8554 

steve@bossertcpa.com 

Cheeseburger 
Party 

 
July 18th 

Bring Your Appetite 

 something to be reckoned with ! 

 


