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Winter Social- 

2/22 

@ Rick’s Tavern 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

Brian Tacy-2/4 

Walter Frank-2/10 

Kim Price-2/28 
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BLSA BOARD MEMBERS 

Saturday afternoon 1-11-14.   

 

2014 will be a very good year. I 

can say that with confidence as 

I just returned from the first 

board meeting of the New Year 

and the formal induction of the 

incoming board members. We 

had a large group with both 

new and outgoing board 

members present to exchange 

information and assist with the 

transition. Once again this year 

we are blessed with a very 

capable group of volunteers. 

Special thanks to incoming 

board members John & 

Suzanne Clark for hosting 

today’s breakfast meeting.  

Over the coming weeks we will 

be planning this year’s social 

and racing calendars, initiating 

the annual membership drive, 

renewing licenses and 

obtaining the required activity 

permits. The next few months 

are generally quite busy for 

board members as each year we 

try to build on the best 

activities of the previous year 

and add some new ones. If you 

have any suggestions or 

comments on activities, racing 

or general topics please bring 

them forward now. Contact 

information for each of the 

board members is listed below. 

About this time each year I 

begin to think about what I 

want to change, repair and 

improve on the boat. This 

generally results in a list that is 

too long and expensive so 

starting now allows me some 

time to pare it down to a 

reasonable level. While on the 

subject of ‘to do’ items, the 

club safety/activity boat comes 

to mind. This year Scott Elliott 

towed it to Strictly Sail’s lot in 

Fairfield so we can have a few 

volunteer work days this spring 

at a more convenient location. 

While the boat is structurally 

sound, it needs some work. As 

noted at the annual meeting, we 

will be replacing the engine 

this year as the current one is 

beyond economical repair. 

Hopefully the result will be a 

more reliable and useful boat 

for this summer’s activities. As 

the weather improves this 

spring we’ll develop a work 

needed list and solicit help 

from members.  

That’s about it for now. Stay 

warm. 

Bill 
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Meet Our New Board Members 

Tim – Vice Commodore 
I joined 

BLSA in 

2010, one 

year after I 

bought my 

first boat, a 

Hunter 240.  

She was 

named 

"Peace of 

Mind," 

which pretty 

much 

captures what sailing does for me.  In 

turn, what I do for sailing is write 

newsletter articles, participate on the 

FaceBook chat, race the occasional race, 

build Puddle Ducks, and this year I 

volunteered to be the BLSA Vice 

Commodore.   

 

Regaining the sailing bug as an adult 

brought back all the sailing fun I had as a 

kid.  I learned to sail a Sunfish when I 

was eight, but my real passion was 

airplanes.  I flew for a many years, even 

paying for college by working as a flight 

instructor.  Sailing is a good substitute 

for flying, owing to it being MUCH 

cheaper and a lot more social. 

 

During the week, I'm an aerospace 

engineer working on fighter planes and 

rocket ships.  It's a wonderful profession; 

nonetheless, I eagerly anticipate each 

weekend of the sailing season, when I 

sail "Tracy Ann," my Catalina 28.  I sail 

mostly by myself.  I love BLSA, 

especially the fun we have as a group at 

Hanna Creek or rafting out under the 

stars.  I want to do much more of the 

latter this year.   Tim 

“Live as if you were to die tomorrow and 

learn as if you were to live forever” 

Mahatma Ghandi. 

 This quote summarizes how I aspire to 

live daily, but often fall short of it.   I was 

born in Quebec and lived in Trois-

Rivieres until I left for California at the 

age of 19, eventually becoming an 

American citizen.  Audiology has 

consumed most of my adult life resulting 

in my now 25 years marriage to John 

Greer Clark,  also an audiologist.   Five 

years ago as I was doing my “bucket” list, 

I realized that learning to sail was at the 

top.  I really don’t know why, but what 

mattered to me was to jump right in.   We 

purchased our first boat, a used but well 

maintained Catalina Capri 18.  Last year 

we upgraded to a Catalina 22.  Thanks to 

all of you BLSA members, we are still at 

it and look forward to more adventures 

ahead! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne—Treasurer 

Always seeking excitement, I 

married a redhead with a 

French accent.  While 

Suzanne has lost most of her 

accent she still provides 

excitement – most recently 

with her sailing 

encouragement.  When not on 

the water, I can be found at 

UC teaching aspiring 

audiology wannabes, writing 

at my computer, or pestering 

Suzanne at her audiology 

practice in Middletown  
John 

John--Secretary 

My first sailing 

experience was 

in 1960-61 

sailing small 

boats on Lake 

Shafer 

(Monticello 

Indiana) with a 

neighbor that was 

a member of the 

Purdue Sailing 

Club. In 1991 I 

moved to Ithaca, 

NY where one of the guy’s I worked with 

crewed on a C&C 30 that raced on 

Cayuga Lake. He asked me to join then. I 

started out as “meat on the rail” and 

ended up trimming the jib. During that 

time I acquired my current sailboat as 

payment for a debt. I continued to crew 

on the C&C until 1995. At that time I 

moved to Dunedin, FL and sailed out of 

Clearwater Marina. My most memorable 

Florida experience was riding out the 

edge of a hurricane (high winds and a 9 

foot surge) adjusting the lines as the 

surge rolled in and out. Also, being 

escorted in and out of the marina by 

porpoises was a neat experience. In  1998 

I moved to Westlake, OH and sailed my 

boat on Lake Erie out of Geneva-On-The

-Lake marina keeping an eye on the 

weather at all times. In 2001 I moved to 

Northern Kentucky and  have lived in 

Fort Wright since 2003. I’ve sailed out of 

Kent’s Harbor and Fairfield Marina for 

10 years until moving to Hanna Creek in 

2011 and joining BLSA. 

David 

David—Social 
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     Our search for a sailboat began what 

now seems like a lifetime ago.  Like any 

dream there were times when it seemed 

impossibly distant, times that we almost 

lost hope, then inexplicably, it would 

seem so close we could feel it.  At times 

this made the search all the more 

frustrating.  Kim and I made many jokes 

during our annual pilgrimages to the 

Annapolis October sailboat show, eight 

or ten years ago, that the sailboat we 

might eventually buy could be on display 

then and there.  We knew that we could 

never afford a brand new live-aboard 

sailboat in the 40'+ range.  Little did we 

know that the boat we would eventually 

purchase would have been on display in 

1979 !!  Over the years of perusing 

sailboat ads, shows and reviews we 

developed a list of approximately 35 

features and amenities that we desired in 

our future floating home.  We were 

fortunate enough to find all but five of 

these features in our new boat, Kitty 

Hawk.  Kitty Hawk, our "new" 1979 

Caribbean Sailing Yachts (CSY) Mid-

cockpit or "Walkover" design, is a cutter 

rigged sloop.  She also has double roller 

furlong headsails and a staysail with a 

club boom on the foredeck.  She drafts 

4'11" with 12,000lbs of ballast, 36.33' 

LWL, a 13.8' beam, and has an ICW 

friendly 56' mast.  During her most 

recent haul-out for a survey and a fresh 

coat of bottom paint, her total weight in 

the slings was 

44,000lbs.  

Kitty Hawk was 

"conceived", 

(that is to say 

the hull...#137), 

was laid in 

December of 

1978 and the 

completed 

vessel was 

launched 

February 15, 

1979.  She was 

launched with 

the name Kitty 

Hawk and has 

had that name, 

unchanged, 

since that date.  

That means Kitty Hawk shares the same 

"birth month" as Kim.   

 

     While Frank Hamlin and Peter 

Schmitt are officially credited with the 

design of the CSY 44, Ted Irwin has 

been acknowledged with much of the 

influence in the design of the hull.  I was 

initially drawn to the reputation of the 

CSY's "bulletproof" solid fiberglass hull 

and deck construction.  While officially, 

the maximum hull thickness is reported 

at 1.5", I have a core sample from the 

hull which is just over 2" thick. My 

primary concern, when we initially 

visited Kitty hawk in November, was that 

the "Walkover" design would not appeal 

to Kim.  We spent two evenings on board 

with the prior owners, dining and 

socializing.  Kim immediately fell in love 

with the depth and security of the 

expansive cockpit.  She also loved the 

privacy that this unusual design will 

afford in the event we have company.  It 

also makes the enclosed cockpit the 

central "living room" style area at anchor 

or in the marina.  The lack of a 

passageway between the salon and the aft 

cabin allows for a cavernous refrigerator/

freezer setup to starboard, an enormous 

engine room and all with much less 

freeboard than a traditional center 

cockpit design.  

 

     Naturally, in a sailboat of this vintage, 

level of the care and upkeep maintained 

by the sellers is a primary concern.  We 

were fortunate enough to find Kitty 

Hawk in the capable hands of a former 

civil engineer and mechanic, turned 

marine engineer who had lovingly 

restored Kitty Hawk's mechanical and 

structural systems to a state beyond the 

vessel's original capacities and strengths.  

The recent replacement of the original 

Perkins 62hp diesel with a marinized 

Cummins 65hp diesel that achieves the 

same cruising speed at 1500rpm as 

opposed to 2200rpm, that, coupled with a 

Borg Warner velvet drive transmission 

topped off the numerous upgrades.  The 

prior owners had planned to live on Kitty 

Hawk for the remainder of their sailing 

lives, making at least one 

circumnavigation.  Unfortunately, for he 

and his wife, Kitty Hawk was no longer 

as commodious, since the arrival of their 

two crew additions, which came in the 

forms of their four year old daughter and 

one year old son (who was born on board 

Kitty Hawk).  As with many things, their 

loss was our gain and their hundreds of 

hours of refitting was to our benefit.  

They have since purchased a Fountaine-

Pajot Bahia 46 and are headed to San 

Diego to take possession.  

 

The move up to such a vessel from our 

beloved, recently sold, Hunter 23 has 

been, and continues to be, quite 

intimidating.  We have gone from three 

thru hulls to eleven. From one outboard 

to an outboard and an inboard 65hp 

diesel.  Between the SSB radio, 

PACTOR modem, wind generator, water 

heater, radar, long range wifi, solar 

panels and other systems, the sheer 

increase in the number alone can be mind 

boggling.  Inverters and autopilots and 

water makers, oh my!!   

 

I was fortunate enough to spend almost 

all of December on board Kitty Hawk, 

reviewing her systems, learning as much 

as I could from the prior owner and 

bonding with her.  Kim was "forced" to 

fly to Florida on Christmas Eve to 

retrieve me.  We returned on New Year's 

Day to  the record cold in Cincinnati.   

Meet Kitty Hawk 

Members Brett and Kim  Price are one step closer to living the dream 
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact   Bill 

Beglin 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 
 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

tackle@ymail.com 

 

At the time of this writing Kitty Hawk is 

peacefully docked at the home of our 

newest friend,  Joan, in Merritt Island, 

Florida. Joan, herself a circumnavigator, 

formerly owned a Freedom 44 and has 

promised to maintain a vigilant eye on 

Kitty Hawk in the absence of her 

anxious new crew.  We plan to visit in 

March and then move Kitty Hawk to 

Oriental, NC in late April. 

 

Brett 

Launch: To set a boat afloat, particularly at the begin-

ning of the sailing season; an often costly undertaking 

since , as all mariners know, there’s no such thing as a 

free launch 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

