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The Mainsheet 

How do you like the title I’m 
using for this month’s column?  
A little more imaginative than 
‘Message From The 
Commodore’, don’t you think?  
Truth is, I ‘stole’ it from earlier 
Commodores who used it many 
years ago.  You see, I’ve recently 
been going through boxes and 
boxes of old BLSA documents, 
to determine what’s worth 
saving and what can be trashed.  
This stuff’s been stored for 
years - sometimes decades - and 
it’s become a bit of a burden to 
store.  The vast majority of the 
stuff is no longer of any value to 
the club.  There are old notes, 
receipts from old social 
functions, reminders, 
newsletters, minutes from 
ancient Board meetings, etc., so 
it’s mostly going to the trash. 

But going through it has opened 
my eyes to things about BLSA I 
didn’t know.  Maybe you didn’t 
either.  For example, did you 
know that, while BLSA was 
formed in 1974 as the lake itself 
opened, the marina at Hanna 
Creek didn’t open until some 
years later, in the early 1980’s.  
And during the time IDNR was 
designing and engineering the 
Hanna Creek facility, BLSA had 
a major voice in what facilities it 

should have.  Club officers 
joined with IDNR to establish 
exactly how Hanna Creek would 
be laid out and equipped.  Pretty 
cool, huh? 

In fact, amazingly, the original 
intent of IDNR was that once 
the marina was completed, 
BLSA would take over day-to-
day management and operation 
of the marina!  That’s right, we 
were to have run the marina 
almost as if we owned it.  If that 
had actually happened, think 
what a huge difference it would 
have made in our club over the 
ensuing years.  Some of BLSA’s 
Founding Members who are still 
active in the club - folks like Lee 
and Tony Hayden, Paul and 
Heidi Hemker, Jack and Roberta 
Warndorf, and Leon and 
Johanna Barber - who were all 
there at the very beginning, will 
remember all of this, I’m sure.   

While factual information is 
scarce, from what I’ve read - 
piecing together scattered notes 
in these old documents - an 
unforeseeable act of nature was 
responsible for this original 
arrangement falling apart.  In 
the spring right after the docks 
were installed, the lake suffered 
a huge flood, and the docks 

floated free from their posts and 

were swept away.  The 
unexpected cost for IDNR to 
retrieve the docks, repair, 
rebuild and re-install them was 
massive...so high that it scared 
BLSA’s officers about the ability 
of the club to handle that level 
of expense should a similar 
calamity happen again.  And so 
we backed away, never did take 
over operation of Hanna Creek, 
and IDNR continues to run it to 

this day.  What if...what if? 

The work involved in managing 
this effort for BLSA in 
conjunction with IDNR, was 
monumental.  And while every 
BLSA member at the time made 
a contribution, from what I’ve 
read one man was the real BLSA 
‘spearhead’, our main driver of 
the project.  This man was 
Frank Kennedy.  Mr. Kennedy 
was our first Commodore in 
1974 and again in 1975.  But 
remember, the Hanna Creek 
project didn’t develop until 
several years later.  By the time 
of the marina project, Frank was 
still contributing to the club as 
BLSA’s Vice Commodore.  His 
level of effort, and the incredible 
amount of time he devoted to 
BLSA and the Hanna Creek 
project during this period is 
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astonishing.  All of us owe him 
a a very high level of gratitude 
for the wonderful facility 
Brookville Lake sailors have at 
Hanna Creek. 

And it wasn’t just Hanna Creek.  
BLSA also had a strong voice in 
the development of the marina 
at Fairfield, working with 
IDNR to establish facilities, 
amenities, needs, wants, etc. 

Another interesting detail from 
our club’s past:  a lot of energy 
was spent many years ago on 
the idea of a ‘shelter house’ at 
Hanna Creek for use by BLSA.  
IDNR was to build the shelter 
house, and BLSA was to be the 
primary user.  Here again, a lot 
of time and effort was invested 
in the idea by BLSA officers 
and members.  Obviously, it 
never came to pass, although I 
haven’t yet discovered exactly 

why, from these old 
documents. 

While sifting through old club 
material is fascinating and keeps 
me out of the bars and off the 
streets, it doesn’t do much to 
get BLSA ready for the 2009 
season.  So I want you all to 
know that serious planning has 
already begun for next season.  
At our first meeting of the new 
Board on 8 December, we 
discussed the entire Board year 
in detail, defined exactly what 
and when things had to be 
done, and specific planning 
assignments were undertaken: 
Mike Burd and Ernie Hauser, 
Social Director and Race 
Director respectively, have 
begun jointly developing 
integrated social and race 
calendars; Dan CaJacob, Vice 
Commodore, has begun 
preparation for our 2009 

membership renewal drive to 
begin in January; Bill Beglin, 
Communications Director, hit 
the ground running at full 
speed and already has two 
outstanding issues of the club 
newsletter, counting the one 
you’re reading now, under his 
belt; Cory Chadwick, Harbor 
Master, will soon begin a much-
needed club inventory; Randy 
Jones, Treasurer for 2009, is 
working with Steve Bossert, 
former Treasurer, to ensure a 
solid hand-off.  Your 2009 
Board is off and running. 

And while not technically a 
Board member, our new 
Webmaster, Mike Chrisman, 
joined us at the Board meeting 
with some exciting new ideas 
for our website.  Stay tuned for 
more on this over the next 
weeks.  Further, Mike reports 
that he and Spinnaker Dave 

Schulte, our webmaster for 
many years, are moving steadily 
towards a seamless transition.  
Mike’s got a good handle on 
the software he will use, and the 
club web site continues to be in 
expert hands. 

You can read more about your 
Board’s planning for 2009 in 
the minutes attached with this 
newsletter and posted on the 
website.   

In closing, let me remind you.  
 
 
 

Only 121 days till 
the lake opens for 

2009 ! 
 

Harbor Master News     Cory Chadwick     Tartan 31 ~ Panda      Slip 50 at Hanna Creek   

As your new Harbor Master, I 
have been tasked to identify a 
list of BLSA assets.  For 
example, I am aware that BLSA 
has a committee boat with an 
outboard engine and trailer, but 
I don’t have any identification 
information for the boat, 
outboard engine or trailer.  I 
also believe that we have 

several assets, such as, buoys 
and flags to support racing 
activities.  I expect that BLSA 
also has other assets, including 
tents, coolers, etc.  What I need 
for everyone to do is send me 
an email 
www.cory.chadwick@hamilton-
co.org listing all known BLSA 
assets you are aware of.  If 

possible, please include any 
information that would help 
identify the asset as well as 
where it is currently located.  
On another note, I am hoping 
additional members 
(volunteers) will step forward to 
participate on the Hanna Creek 
Silting Subcommittee.  I am 
currently trying to develop a 

strategic plan that could be used 
to focus our efforts toward 
solving this serious problem.  If 
you are interested, please notify 
me at the above email address.  
I hope to have the first 
subcommittee meeting in late 
January or early February.  

Hanna Creek Feb. 2008 
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Well the New Year is upon us 
and we are putting the finishing 
touches on the social/ racing 
calendar.  
We will have some of the same 
events that we had last year and 
maybe a few different ones. We 
had wonderful participation in 
2008 and would like to keep the 
numbers up this year.  I am also 
finalizing the Winter Social 
Event. This year we will be 
having a cocktail party type 

event, place and time to be 
announced.  I will send out a 
save the date e-mail and then 
put together an invitation.  I 
need some help with the 
hosting of this event.  If this 
would interest you, please drop 
me a line or give me a call.  
Also we will need volunteers 
for the events coming up this 
year.  It seems that the events 
with a few couples hosting, 
went over quite easy, so get 

together with a few friends and 
volunteer to host an event.  
Also, we may be eliminating 
events this year if no one 
volunteers to host.  We had the 
Fairfield event last year 
cancelled because of rain and 
flooding but have had poor 
attendance with the event held 
there previously.  We will make 
some cuts if we cannot get 
hosts.  The ice breaker will be 
the same event as last year, a 

Sock Burning, I need a couple 
to help host this event as well.  
I am looking at the ice breaker 
to be on or around the spring 
solstice which this year maybe 
March 28th.  So mark your 
calendars early.  If anyone has 
an idea for hosting an event we 
will be happy to incorporate it 
into the schedule, just call me.  
 

Mike 
(513) 515-8137  

Social Calendar        Mike Burd…..Bavaria 32 ~ WindSwept      Slip E-38 at Kent’s Harbor Marina   

Down the Coast — A trip to remember   Bill Beglin    Beneteau 323   Past Behavin’ Slip E-40 Kent’s Harbor  

At one time or another most of 
us have wanted to, or wondered 
about, what it would be like to 
sail offshore. While the fun and 
ease of sailing on Brookville 
Lake is always enjoyable, the 
challenge and excitement of 
sailing in more open water is 
always there. While I’ve enjoyed 
the Great Lakes, Caribbean 
vacations and other venues I 
had never taken a long trip in 
open water. That changed this 
past fall when I was afforded a 
rare opportunity to sail a Swan 
46 down the East Coast to Ft. 
Lauderdale. 
 
It started at the Annapolis Boat 
Show, which I was attending 
with a good friend. We had 
enjoyed the show and while on 
a brief sailing charter around 
Annapolis Bay even ran into 
fellow BLSA members Gary 
and Elaine Turner and their 
daughter. Later that evening 
while waiting for a table we 
struck up a conversation with 
some people in the process of 
moving their boat from 
Newport, RI to Ft. Lauderdale 
for the winter.  They had sailed 
down the coast and come up 
the Delaware Bay, across the 
cut to the Chesapeake and then 
Annapolis. We ended up having 
dinner with them and during 
the course of the conversation 
they mentioned they were 

looking for a third crew for the 
rest of the trip as one of their 
crew had to return home. After 
some discussion, and a visit to 
their boat the next day I was in.  
 

Mary and I drove back to Indy 
and I caught a flight to Norfolk 
the next day to meet Edd and 
Pat aboard ‘Home’ Edd’s Swan 
46. If you get Cruising World, 
check the October 2008 issue, 
pg 86. The article on tuning 
radar was photographed aboard 
his boat as he had just installed 
the latest radar/gps system. A 
phenomenal system that really 
made navigation, autopilot 
settings etc. a breeze.  

Within 30 minutes of my arrival 
at the boat in Norfolk we cast 
off and headed out past the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel. 

There was little wind so we 
motor-sailed through the night, 
something that was probably 
good for me in terms of time to 
acclimate to the motion of the 
boat.  That night while on 
watch I was treated to a light 
show caused by the 
bioluminescence as the boat cut 
through the water.  

Conditions changed the next 
day as a strong southeasterly 
breeze kicked up, which put us 
in a tacking and close reaching 
situation while rounding the 
Outer Banks. Needless to say, 
sleeping wasn’t the easiest with 
6-8 ft. seas. Once south of 
Hatteras Island and heading 
more to the southwest the wind 
was more on the beam 
providing a fun and fast reach 
to our first stop in Wrightsville 

Beach, NC.   
We spent two days there 
waiting for a stronger storm to 
pass before heading out again 
after one night on the hook and 
one at a local marina once space 
opened up. There was a lot of 
traffic on the inland waterway 
with boats heading south for 
the winter as well as a number 
of new yachts heading to the 
Miami boat show.  
 
Once the weather broke 
enough, we headed south again 
with fairly light wind and 
leftover seas from the storm. 
These conditions forced us to 
occasionally motor sail again for 
the roughly 170 miles to 
Charleston, SC. We arrived 
fairly early in the morning and 
tied up at the city docks, picked 
up some fuel and supplies and 
stared at the luxury yachts also 
docked there.  I watched one in 
particular as it took on $30,000 
in fuel! I’ll finish the story 
including a stop at St. Simons 
Island, GA and a great sail 
down the Florida coast in the 
next newsletter.  
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Former Club Members Off  to a New Destination and a New Venture 

Many of you know and 
remember Tom and Diana 
Leonard, former owners of the 
J-24, Green Hornet, and racing 
members of BLSA since 2006. 
And, you may have heard them 
talk about their new business 
venture, a sailing charter 
business, which is finally taking 
shape.  
 
In December, they closed the 
deal on their new vessel, 
currently named Doyle Marie, a 
42-foot Corithian Trimaran. 
Right now, she is being stored 
in Beaufort, NC, just south of 
the Outer Banks, where they 
will be staying for a few weeks 

cleaning and fixing her up.  
 
They hope to be in South 
Florida by mid-February and 
are currently taking reservation 
for charters beginning March 
1st. They would love to take 
you cruising throughout the 
Florida Keys or the Bahamas 
until July, and then they'll be 
heading up north to New 
England for charters in the 
Cape Cod area through the 
summer. 
 
Check out their website for all 
the details: http://
captaintomcat.com. You can 
make your reservation directly 

on-line, or for more 
information, contact Diana at 
317-439-8219, or email: 
firstmatediana@captaintomcat.
com. Keep that website book 

marked so you can track their 
progress, and check out their 
ship's log on-line. 
They would love to take YOU 
for a sailing adventure! 

Website Update        Mike Chrisman       Catalina 250 ~ Escape    Slip 38 at Hanna Creek 
I wanted to take this 
opportunity to introduce myself 
as the new BLSA webmaster 
and ask for your feedback 
regarding what you would like 
to see in the new site.  For 
those of you who do not know 
me, I sail the Catalina 250 
Escape with my good friend Bill 
Ralston.  I have been a BLSA 
member for a few years, but 
only recently have gotten more 
involved in the organization.  
At work I am a Business 
Analyst with Cincinnati 
Insurance.  I work in the 
Information Technology 
department, but remain an 

‘insurance geek’ at heart.  So, 
my promise to you is that the 
new website will at least be 
more interesting than the terms 
and conditions of your 
insurance policy. 
 
I have spent the past several 
weeks brushing up on my web 
skills, choosing the right tools 
and putting together the 
framework for the new site.  Up 
to now the work has been 
mostly preparation and 
planning.  I came up with a few 
ideas and presented them to the 
Board.  Going into the New 
Year, I have the basic 

framework of the website 
worked out and am working on 
fleshing out the individual 
pages.  I expect the new website 
to be unveiled later this winter. 
 
I would like to thank Dave 
Schulte for his help with this 
transition.  He has left big 
shoes for me to fill!  
 
Over the years, Dave has done 
a wonderful job of putting 
together content that matters to 
BLSA members.  While 
virtually all of the content will 
carry over from the current 
website, we can use more.  To 

this end, I am asking for your 
help.  I am interested in 
suggestions or comments from 
members of what you would 
like to see in your website.  I 
am especially interested in 
photos that really show off the 
BLSA or sailing on Brookville 
Lake.  If you have suggestions 
or photos, please email me (for 
now, at least) at 
m_chrisman@fuse.net  
 
I am honored to be the new 
keeper of BLSA’s home on the 
web. 
 

Get Ready for Racing in 2009        Ernie Hauser      J-24 ~ StrataJem    Fairfield Dock  

Although winter has 
only just started according to 
the calendar, the days are now 
getting longer  (believe it or 
not).  Yes, the boats will be 
cocooned for a few months yet, 
but that gives us all time to 
think about all those things we 
need to get or replace for the 
coming racing season.  It may 
be a new sail, sheets to replace 
those showing some bad 
shroud chafe, or that gull-bent 
Windex you have meant to 

replace for several years.  
Anyway, while you are 

pondering what stuff Santa 
didn’t bring you to make the 
boat faster this coming season, 
maybe it would be good to 
consider what might be 
changing with the racing rules.  
As of January 1, 2009 there is a 
new rulebook covering the next 
4 years, and there are some 
important changes. You can get 
a hard copy of the 2009-2012 
Racing Rules of Sailing with a 

membership in US Sailing 
(http://www.ussailing.org) or 
you can download a copy from 
their website and print it 
yourself.  The ink you would 
save not printing it could 
probably pay your membership, 
frankly.  We will try to organize 
some opportunities to learn 
about the more important rules 
and rule changes at a Race 
Clinic and other events at the 
start of the racing season, but 
you may also what to attend 

one of the two North U events 
in our region this winter and 
early spring.   One North U 
Rules Seminar is being held in 
Cincinnati on January 31 and 
another in Columbus, OH, on 
April 25, and runs from 9am to 
5pm.  Check out  http://
www.northu.com for info 
about these or other seminar 
sites in the broader region 
(Erie, PA; Chicago, IL; Grosse 
Isle, MI; Vermillion, OH; etc.). 
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For Sale 
1994   8' Trinka, hard dingy. 
Great condition - fiberglass hull 
with teak, teak floors, brass 
fittings, oars and sail conversion 
kit. Easily towed hard dingy 
Holds up to two adults and 
equipment. 
Available with or without trailer. 
Weights < 100 #. Trailer is two 
years old. 
Priced accordingly with trailer 
$1200, without trailer, $600.  
Check out pictures on line at 
www.trinka.com 
 

Mike Burd  -  513-515-8137 

Get Ready for Racing in 2009 cont. 
Meanwhile, the schedule for the coming racing season is coming together and is being closely integrated with the social schedule to 
maximize the opportunity to enjoy all aspects of the club on your trips to the lake.  Besides, who knows what gas might cost by 
summer!   Cheers ! 

Thanks to a  BLSA member for her efforts. 
As I’m learning about the time 
it takes to put together a 
newsletter, I’ve gained a new 
appreciation for the job. 
Starting in 2004 and over the 
ensuing 5 seasons, Betsy Casada  

put the newsletter together and 
in utilizing her expertise raised 
the standard of quality and 
content to a new level. It’s one 
of those jobs that while not as 
visible as the social and race 

director positions is one that is 
essential for communications 
and showcasing the clubs 
activities to existing as well as 
potential new members.  
Betsy was also the key person in 

putting together the 
membership booklet with help 
from Sharon Hughes and Steve 
Bossert. Thanks for all your 
efforts and outstanding work 
Betsy! 

Pig Regatta 2006 

Now’s the time to start 
thinking about additions to 
your boat or a new boat for 

2009 ! 

Warm breezes and cold 
beverages are not that far 

off  !   Stay warm 


