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BLSA BOARD MEMBERS 

Happy New Year, BLSA! 

 

The holidays are behind us and 

winter has us in its grasp. But 

thoughts of better weather, full 

sails and reuniting with friends 

at the lake keep us going 

through the Midwestern gray. 

 

For my first “From the Helm”  

I would like to start by saying 

that I am honored to have been 

selected as Commodore for the 

club.  BLSA has been an 

important part of my life for 

quite a few years now, and I 

hope to live up to the high 

standards of the Commodores 

before me. I am excited about 

the new Board of Directors. 

   

We had our first Board meeting 

of the year at John & Suzanne 

Clark’s beautiful home in 

Cincinnati.  We opened the 

meeting with a roundtable 

discussion of the state of the 

club, goals for the upcoming 

season, and some long-range 

planning as well.   

We have a great group on the 

Board once again this year.  

John & Suzanne Clark are 

returning as secretary & 

treasurer, respectively, and Tim 

Fry is once again in charge of 

membership.  

 

To their credit, the club is in 

sound financial shape, meeting 

our budgets, covering our 

expenses, putting a little money 

in reserve for long range goals.  

Thanks of course go out to Tim 

as well, as the club continues 

its membership growth year 

after year. 

Roger Ruwe has taken on the 

position of Harbor Master, and 

has some great ideas for 

improvements to our facilities 

at Hanna Creek.  Roger and I 

are opening up a line of 

communication with the new 

lake manager to continue our 

cooperative efforts at 

improving and maintaining 

Hanna Creek. 

 

Sharon Hughes has rejoined the 

board in the role of 

communications director.  

Sharon will be taking over the 

newsletter & membership 

booklets, as well as keeping the 

membership up to date through 

the website and Facebook.   

Lots of new ideas here as well. 

John Slawter has volunteered to 

take over as Race Director. 
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As faithful readers of this 

newsletter know, the racing 

program continues to evolve 

with the goal of education & 

more participation.  John has 

some great new ideas for the 

racing program: Stay tuned. 

Dave Holdren is returning as 

Social Director.  This is a big 

job and we appreciate Dave’s 

organization of the club’s 

events.  Dave will be looking 

for volunteers to host our 

various events. Have an idea 

for a new social event?  We 

will be setting the calendar in 

the next month and would 

welcome any ideas for new 

events, or ways to improve 

the ones we have. 

Speaking of Social Events; 

While we can’t help with the 

better weather or full sails, we 

can help with reuniting with 

your BLSA friends next 

month at the winter social.  

More to follow. 

 

The first weekend of May and  

BLSA season will be here 

before you know it.  It’s going 

to be a great year at the lake. 

Scott 

                    Meet The Board 

John Slawter:  I grew up in Ft. Thomas, KY and never imagined that I would  

become a sailor.  My goal was to attend West Point and become and Army of-

ficer (Beat Navy!).  Little did I know, that decision would lead me to my wife, 

Ashli, who I met at the officer basic course after graduating in 1996.  She intro-

duced me to the sport and after leaving the Army, we returned to my hometown 

with our two children, Jack and Sydney.  We discovered BLSA in 2006 and 

began racing our S2 7.9, “Uno Mas,” in 2007.  We have enjoyed every minute 

of it and encourage everyone we know to give sailing and sailboat racing a try.  

We were welcomed with open arms into BLSA and I am proud serve as the race 

director this year.  I hope to see you out on the racecourse—it’s never too late to 

try! 

Sharon Hughes:  I star ted sailing in 2002. My husband had learned to sail as a 

child in Australia and started crewing on Brookville Lake in the late 90's. In 

preparation for a bare boat cruise in the BVI, we took sailing lessons on NY harbor 

(during fleet week, dodging the Staton Island Ferry, and getting up close with Lady 

Liberty).  Not wanting to wait for the trip to sail again, we bought "Heron" a few 

weeks later.  

 

My goal that first year was to learn enough to be able to single hand, which I did in 

the fall. After that, sailing got easy. I was named "most improved", a few years later 

Chris and I captured the racing championship, and I served three years as social 

chairman. 

When forced to support my sailing habit, I work for Rep. John Boehner. Chris and I 

live in Hamilton with our well-dressed dock dog, Lucy.  

Scott & Annie 
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Racing         John Slawter…..S2 7.9 ~ Uno  Mas    Slip 71—-Hanna Creek Marina 

Roger Ruwe: Drafted in the fir st round, number  one pick by the BLSA. No signing 

bonus, no multi-year contract. Captain Beth and first mate Roger were married  6/26/10, 

together we have four daughters and four grandsons. Beth works for Northmont City 

Schools and I work for  Ruwe Component Sales. We have been on the lake for 7 years, 

Beth is a much better sailor !!!!! I look forward to being the newly appointed Harbor 

Master.. I’m still looking for a job description  !!!!!!! 

 

It’s Not (All) About Racing 

 

Think for a minute about why 

you started sailing.  Picture your first 

time out:  packing, rigging, launching, 

learning the lingo, etc.   

Now think about why you 

continued sailing over the years.  

More than likely, it has nothing to do 

with a trophy, bragging rights, compe-

tition, or racing at all.  Instead, you 

probably thought of the people you 

were with and the camaraderie you 

developed. Likewise, it was probably 

fellow sailors that have kept you at it 

over the years.  No matter what the 

endeavor, the people around us in-

spire, encourage, teach, and mentor 

us. 

It’s true.  It’s not about rac-

ing. You might be surprised to hear 

this from your new race director but it 

fits perfectly with my goals for the 

2015 season:  make the BLSA racing 

program fun, accessible, and instruc-

tional.   

As race director the last cou-

ple of years, Scott Webb did a superb 

job of make our racing program fun.  

A competitive but lighthearted atmos-

phere is something I want to build on.  

To do that, I am planning more regat-

tas with new themes and formats.  I 

plan to host a few kids’ events on and 

off the water.  You might even see an 

event or two that look like kid’s 

events but involve adults as competi-

tors. 

To make it accessible to eve-

ryone, I will need your help.  There 

will be incentives for anyone who 

hosts a new sailor or new racer as 

crew.  There will also be recognition 

for those who give it a try for the first 

time on their own boat.  To maximize 

the number of boats on the water, I 

will be asking for volunteers to do 

race committee and enlisting the help 

of our unofficial race steward, Jack 

Slawter. 

Since it’s never fun to do 

something you don’t know how to do, 

I want to make instruction an integral 

part of the racing program.  In addi-

tion to our annual racing rules semi-

nar, we will have competitive but non-

racing events that promote boat-

handling skills, practice starts prior to 

some of the regattas, and intro to rac-

ing days for kids and adults. 

All of these things add up to a 

lot of fun on the water in 2015 but one 

thing is for sure, it’s the people that 

make it memorable.  Make this the 

year that you reach out to someone 

who hasn’t sailed or who hasn’t raced 

before.  Better yet, if you’re reading 

this, you’re probably a sailor already.  

Make this the year that you reach out 

to someone for encouragement to give 

racing a try—I know you will be wel-

comed with open arms.  After all, it’s 

not about racing.  It’s about people 

and the camaraderie developed out on 

the water. 

 

I am looking forward to a 

great 2015 season—see you on the 

starting line! 

 
John  
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact  Scott 

Webb 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 
 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

tackle@ymail.com 

Winter is almost over (we hope) and with the outlook of warmer weather ahead and getting our boats ready for the 

2015 sailing season it’s time for our Winter Social.  

 
Please RSVP to blsa.news@gmail.com by Tuesday, February 17, 2015 so I can make name tags. 

Hope to see everyone there. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me @ windshad-

ow23.dh@gmail.com. 

 

 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

