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BLSA BOARD MEMBERS 

2012 Membership Drive is on! 

Is winter over yet?  It seems 
that it may be, although we 
always seem to have an ice 
storm or late snow fall in 
February and or the first part 
of March.  I know with the 
mild weather, most of us 
have sailing on our minds; 
that means spring projects. 
It is a short 11 weeks to the 
lake opening. Some of the 
lucky ones will have their 
boats out and sailing at the 
end of March and all of 
April if the weather is good. 
The rest of us will work 
towards launching in May.  
Now is the time to get your 
list out and get started, you 
do not want to be working 
when you could be sailing. 
 
We have the schedules and 
budgets preliminarily 

approved (final once we 
have membership fees in 
house), the membership 
application is set; we also 
have a new way of making 
payments to the club. Mike 
Chrisman and Bill Beglin 
have worked on getting 
PayPal set up as an easy way 
to accept payments from 
members. This year we will 
try this system and see how 
it works. I urge you to get 
your renewal in soon, as 
knowing revenue for the 
club helps set social and 
racing plans for the 
upcoming year. 
There also is an article 
updating everyone as to the 
happenings around the 
silting issue at Hanna Creek. 
Cory Chadwick has been 
diligently following up and 

riding herd on this situation. 
The boat shows are pretty 
much complete. I want to 
thank Steve Tacy and Strictly 
Sail for helping the club 
membership during the 
Cincinnati Boat show, 
allowing us to set up and 
hand out propaganda for an 
open house we as a club will 
be having in June.  The Indy 
Sport and Travel Show did 
not pan out this year as we 
had very limited volunteers 
for manning a booth at the 
Quite Sport Expo in the 
show. Maybe next year we 
can get participation. We 
look forward to seeing 
everyone at the upcoming 
winter social, as always, any 
concerns or ideas, send them 
to the board members. 

Mike 
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Harbormaster Update        Cory Chadwick…..Tartan Piper 3100 ~ Panda      Slip C-12 at Kent’s Harbor Marina 

Social Calendar        Bill Ralston…..Catalina 250 ~ Escape      Slip 50 at Hanna Creek Marina   

Vice-Commodore Notes     Mike Chrisman…..Catalina 250 ~ Escape      Slip 67 at Hanna Creek Marina   

It's that time of year. I'm starting to 
think of boat projects while I can still 
procrastinate dong them. It's also time 
to renew your membership or if you 
are new, please sign up and join us for 
the coming year! 
 
 

We now have the option of registering 
electronically. You can return an 
electronic copy of the membership 
form and pay using PayPal. Don't let 
my convoluted instructions below fool 
you, it's easy!  
 
A copy of the membership form is 
attached to the email delivering this 
edition of The Mainsheet. Thanks to Bill 
Beglin for putting this together. 
 
To register electronically, go to 
www.blsa.us. Follow the link in the 
information box to 2012 Membership 
Drive. There you will find another 
copy of the electronic membership 
form for download. Save with your 

name and return the form to me at 
mchrisman513@gmail.com. 
To pay using Pay Pal, select your 
membership level from the drop-down 
menu and click 'add to cart' This takes 
you to your shopping cart on the 
PayPal site. You can amend your 
choices if you make a mistake or return 
to our own site.  
 
Please note that you do not need to 
have a Pay Pal account or register to 
use Pay Pal. To do so, select the 
orange "Check out with Pay Pal" 
button while checking out. On the 
next screen, select "Don't have a Pay 
Pal account?" and follow the prompts 
to enter your payment information. 
When you are finished, Pay Pal will 
email you a copy of your receipt.  
 
Of course, if you prefer to mail a check 
that is still an option. You can make 
checks payable to BLSA and forward 
them along with your completed 
membership form to my address on 
the form.  

A word about donations: In years past 
our form has included an option for 
members to make additional, 
completely voluntary donations to the 
club; and many members have been 
very generous. I mention this because 
the donation option is not set up for 
Pay Pal. There were issues with setting 
it up, so I did not hold up the 
registration this year. If you wish to 
donate any additional funds, please 
mail a check. 
 
This year the Board kept the 
membership dues the same as the past 
four years. With our social and racing 
programs I think that BLSA represents 
a great value for your sailing dollar. 
 
I hope that members find these 
electronic options easy to use. It 
should make taking your money easier 
on this end! If anyone has questions, 
please email me at 
mchrisman513@gmail.com.  

Mike 

Over the past months there have been 
several discussions with the state 
regarding water depth issues at Hanna 
Creek. In short, the state has no 
money or interest in undertaking a 
needed dredging project.  
 
As a possible short term solution the 
IDNR is considering ‘flipping’ all or 

part of the docks to improve access by 
relocation to somewhat deeper water.  
 
While there is no plan to undertake 
this until fall 2012, if at all, BLSA has 
been asked for its input. We encourage 
input from all of our members that 
utilize the Hanna Creek facility. As the 
season progresses our intent is to hold 

informational discussions at the lake 
prior to one or more of our social 
events to insure our collective input to 
IDNR is received. In the meantime if 
you have specific input or questions 
please contact Cory Chadwick at  

cory.chadwick @hamilton-co.org
  

Cory 

The 2012 sailing season is only a few 
short months away and with that it is 
time for our winter social gathering. 
The Winter Social will be held at 
Take 5 bar and Grill on Harrison 
Ave. on Feb. 25th at 6:00 pm.       
I’m looking forward to seeing 

everyone once again. 
We’re very excited about the upcoming 
social season. I have some great events 
planed, some old favorites and some 
new things for to try. The 2012 
schedule is posted on www.blsa.us and 
attached to this mailing. Take a look 

I encourage everyone to host/co-host 
a social event. I will have a sign-up 
sheet at the winter social and the 
annual BLSA sock burning in March.  
 
Great fun will be had by all. 

Bill 

http://www.blsa.us
mailto:mchrisman513@gmail.com
mailto:mchrisman513@gmail.com
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Making the Decision to Try   John Slawter…..S2 7.9 ~ Uno Mas Racer’s Spouse     Slip 71 at Hanna Creek Marina 

So you want me to try racing, huh?  
Have you forgotten that you just 

“kind of” taught me to sail two 

seasons ago and I really don’t know 

what “hard alee” or “topping lift” 
even mean?  Do you remember 

coming inches from every outboard 

motor at Hannah Creek the first time 
we tried to get out of our slip?  Do 

you realize that it still makes me 

nervous to dock, heel too much, or 
come within 10 boat lengths of any 

boat, let alone the ones worth more 

than our first house, shined up like 

they’re ready to be sold, and 
captained by people that really don’t 

want me in their way?  And by the 

way, if racing is anything like 
launching a boat, I’m not sure our 

marriage can handle it. 

Such was the case 6 years ago when 

Ashli and I joined BLSA.  Yes, that 
discussion really took place—and I 

bet we are not alone.  As a novice 

sailor and spouse of an experienced 
racer, I had all of the same hesitations 

you might have.  In our first two 

seasons with Uno Mas, I got much 
better at getting in and out of the 

dock, realized just how strong the 

wind is when it’s hitting you 

broadside, and figured out how to 
anchor so the kids could swim and 

we could break out the cocktails.  But 

that’s about it.  So was I really ready 
to get within a few feet other boats 

that have competed for years?  The 

answer of course is no. 
 

Ashli grew up racing J-24s.  My 

family never owned a boat and 
the only experience I had prior 

to joining BLSA was sailing 

with Ashli’s parents, once or 

twice, when I pretty much cast 
off lines and then sat as far out 

of the way as possible.  Oh, 

and I tried to sail a Laser in a 
protected bay a couple of times 

but inevitably wound up 

swimming the boat back to 
shore.  I’m an Army guy, not a 

Navy guy, and my pride can 

only take so much abuse. 

 
But we did it—with a 6 year old and 

4 year old on board and with little 

expectation that we could even 
navigate the course.  We made the 

decision that I would take the helm 

(why, I have no idea—something 
about the most experienced sailor 

should not be at the wheel).  I 

remembered how chaotic the starts 

seemed in the first two seasons when 
we watched from the shoreline—

again, my fear of getting in the way.  

My strategy was to hang back, wait 
for the horn, and then try to make it 

through the start line.  The wind was 

light and we slowly made our way as 

the other boats seemed to take off, 
hitting the line just as the horn 

sounded.  I, on the other hand, started 

worrying about hitting the committee 
boat and the kids started asking when 

they could go swimming. 

 
We didn’t hit the committee boat.  In 

fact, we made it around the course 

without any problems - no collisions, 

no broaching, and no rules violations 
(that we know of).  The day we made 

our ‘decision to try’ turned out to be 

the start of a lot of fun, a return to 
competition that I have missed since 

high school and the real beginning of 

my development as a sailor.  It is 
absolutely true that racing hones your 

skills.  I am still learning, and I still 

get nervous sometimes, but I have 
much better command of the boat 

than I did prior to that first day. 

 
And that is my challenge to you.  

Take the first step.  Forget all that 

you think racing might be and 
experience it for yourself.  See just 

how much you already know and 

discover how much more you can 

learn.  Let go of the cut throat 
mentality that you might expect and 

join us for a clinic and practice race 

at the Welcome Back Picnic or one of 
the Portsmouth “Fun” Races during 

the season.  I can promise that you 

will be welcomed, challenged, and 

thrilled that you made the decision to 
try racing for the first time. 

 

John 
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Communications    Bill Beglin…..Beneteau 323~ Past Behavin’      Slip D-31 at Kent’s Harbor Marina  

This is the second article From The International 
Marine Book of Sailing by William Robinson.  
 

The Downwind Groove 

Heading directly with the wind, while not a no-go 
proposition like heading directly into the wind, is slow. 
Whether you call it running, sailing downwind, or—like the 
old schoonermen—“chasing away before it,” 
it also puts you on the edge of a jibe, requiring a constant 
watch for signs that the main boom might be about to 
swing across the boat. The considerations are similar to 
those you face when beating: should you go direct and 
slower or roundabout and faster? Even if your target is 
directly downwind, it’s often faster (and safer) to take 
advantage of the extra boatspeed you’ll gain by heading up 
from a run to a broad reach and tacking downwind—
sailing first on one tack, then (after a controlled jibe) on the 
other. Even though you travel a longer distance, you can 
often get where you’re going more quickly by tacking 
downwind.  
Notice that the tables are turned when you’re sailing 
downwind. Now it is heading up that makes you faster but 
forces you to sail farther, whereas heading down makes you 
slower but cuts distance. The formula here is opposite what 
it is for upwind sailing: Head up in the lulls and down in 
the puffs. 
By heading up—by heating up—you move the apparent 
wind forward, and in so doing you increase its speed 
(which is the vector sum of the true wind speed and your 
boat’s speed). A puff lets you head back down (closer to 
your target) because the force it adds moves the apparent 
wind forward. 
 
Two boats tacking downwind. Boat A is deviating less 
than 20 degrees from a dead downwind course and has its 
jib wing out opposite the mainsail. In a monohull sailing at 
close to hull speed in a fresh breeze, this is probably close 
to the ideal angle for fastest arrival at the destination, but 
it’s not hot enough for a light to moderate breeze. Boat B is 
sailing a much hotter angle, deviating 40 degrees from dead 
downwind. This jibing angle might be justified if B is a 
multihull or a high performance monohull capable of 
planing, or if the wind is extremely light, but otherwise B is 
likely to arrive at the destination after A, having sailed a 
greater distance to get there.  
If you’re in a catamaran or planing monohull, the rule of 
thumb is to put the apparent wind on the beam and go. In 
other words, sail as “deep” toward your target as you can 
while keeping the apparent wind angle at 90 degrees. This 
puts the boat at its best, and the best performance of a 
catamaran or planing multihull can be three times its speed 

when sailing dead downwind. 
In most monohulls, however, the speed gains of heating up 
are only a fraction of the boost that a high-performance 
catamaran gets. Thus, deviating any more than 20 to 30 
degrees from a downwind course usually means adding 
more distance than your increased speed will justify. The 
stronger the breeze, the less speed a monohull gains by 
heating up. Reduce your downwind tacking angle 
accordingly, but maintain enough of an angle to keep your 
jib filled and drawing. If you head down too far the jib will 
be blanketed by the main. 
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact 

Randy Jones. 

 

 

 

Mid-Lake 

Trading Post 
 

Hud and Diana Ozbun 

 
Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 

 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 

 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Do You Puddle  Duck ? 

If  not, maybe you should !  
 
The Puddle Duck Racer project is up 
and running thanks to Paul Hemker. 
 

The following is from Tim Fry.   I’m not 
here to write about the design of the 
boat, which is simplicity itself, but 
rather what some of the members 
hope to achieve with their new boats. 
Consisting of a few sheets of plywood, 
we will have a boat-looking thing after 
only two weekends. After that, we drag 
our boats home from the central 
building site and finish them off with 
paint and final touches. Total cost is 
estimated to be around $300. 

Some members are looking forward to 
a boat they can trailer sail after the 
local lakes close for the season. Others 

are enjoying a father-son, father-
daughter-grandson building project. 
For me, I’m hoping to use the tools in 
the basement I promised myself I’d 
build something with, but never did. In 
addition, I’m eager to learn some fiber-
glassing skills when I cover the bottom 
to improve its abrasion resistance. I 
figure if I can’t build the Puddle Duck 
Racer, there is no way I’ll ever finish 
the Dudley Dix design I covet. 

So, if your desire is to build, sail, or 
just have fun with the family, I 
encourage you to expand your horizon 
with this mildly ambitious off-season 
sailing project. 

To date there are at least 4 groups 
signed up to build these unique and 
fun boats. Construction days are the 
weekends of March 10th  and 17th and 

will take place at Paul Hemkers shop at  

8207 State Route 121 
New Paris, OH 45347   

For questions or to send in your 
deposit please contact Paul directly 

phemker@embarqmail.com       
937-437-7261 

 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/
mailto:phemker@embarqmail.com

