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Calendar 

Four down and three months 
to go till we are on the lake 
again.  Being on the Board 
keeps many of us and the 
visitors in the thick of it all 
winter, doing the Clubs 
business, along with welcome 
socializing with lake friends.  As 
you will see later in the 
Mainsheet, Social and Racing 
events with their dates have 
been set.  The application 
forms for the 2010 season have 
been approved and will 

probably be attached for your 
download, print and use.  Let 
me emphasize use.  Our budget 
is based on dues income and 
the sooner we have yours in, 
the better we ( the board ) can 
plan activities.  Racing subjects 
have taken the forefront of the 
meetings.  The state and local 
IDNR has asked us not to keep 
the Barge at Hanna Creek, due 
to its sailboat only status.  We 
are making a formal appeal to 
this, but in the meantime must 

consider where to keep the 
Barge, in or out of the water.  
Obviously this is going to cost 
the club substantially along with 
logistics problems.  We are also 
looking into race scoring 
methods of other organizations, 
at the request of some racers 
and will keep you informed of 
the outcome.  Hope to see you 
at the winter social, it’s always a 
good time for all. 

Commodore Jones 

Personally, I find that February 
is a long month.  The holidays 
are over and yet we are still in 
the grip of winter.  The sailing 
season seems like a long way 
away.  It is a good time for a 
trip somewhere warm.  Do not 
despair if you have not booked 
a flight or set up your charter to 
St. Somewhere.  The BLSA 
winter social is coming up on 
February 20th from 5-8 at Rick’s 
Tavern in Fairfield Ohio.  This 
is the same location as the ’08 
Annual Banquet.  We will order 
individually from Rick’s menu.  
A get together with BLSA 
friends will be a nice break 
from winter as we look forward 

to sailing again in warmer 
weather.  If you have not done 
so already, please drop me a 
line if you are coming at 

RSVP@BLSA.US.  This will 
help Rick’s set up the event for 
us. 
 

Social Calendar   Mike Chrisman  Catalina 250 ~ Escape    Slip 38 at Hanna CreekMarina   

Winter Social 2009 
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Portsmouth Racing 2010 

Calling all sailors, “Let’s go 
racing 2010!”  This year our 
goal is to build the fleet. We 
want everyone to give racing a 
try and have some fun!  To 
accomplish this goal, we have 
developed a group of fun races 
that will be associated with the 
social events throughout the 
summer. So bring your kids, 
spouses, dogs, and friends and 
try racing!  
We will start the Portsmouth 
season on June 12 with, “My 
Secret Weapon.”    In an effort 
to encourage new racing, 
experienced racers will jump on 
board with new racers or those 
that would like some coaching.  
The coaches won’t take the 
helm, but will be on board to 
offer guidance.  On this day, we 
will have a brief instructional 
session at the dock, the fleet  

 
will practice 
starting, and run at 
least one complete 
race.  If you have 
never raced before, 
this day is for you.  
My Secret Weapon 
will be followed on 
July 10 by, “The Big 
Bubba Burger 
Bash.”  Let’s go out 
and race the “Big 

Bubbas;” boats 27 feet or 
larger.  Or, boaters can 
compete against the Big 
Bubbas. Hopefully we’ll work 
up a good appetite for the 
“Cheeseburgers in Paradise” 
that will be served later in the 
day.    
The first two races will be 
around a set race course.  How 
about following these up with a 
poker run?  Do you have a 
good “Poker Face?”  If so, 
bring it on July 24.  We will sail, 
paddle, motor around the lake 
to pick up cards.  Rules of the 
road (lake) will be given out the 
day of the event.   
These races will be followed up 
with more opportunities to get 
out and have some fun.  So, 
stay tuned and start planning 
for “My Secret Weapon” on 
June 12.  

Series Racing 2010 
Series racing will start a bit 
earlier in the season.  Races 1 & 
2 will be held on Saturday, May 
15.  In general, the goal is to 
complete two races on each day 
of racing.  And, each race is 45 
minute to an hour.  There will 
be 24 series races held 
throughout the summer.  The 
skippers meeting will be held at 
noon with racing at 1:00 PM.  
We would really like to see 
some past racers come back 
and encourage new racers to 
join the program.  Don’t feel 
like you have attend all the 
races.  You will get to throw 
out at least six.  Only your best 
finishes will be tallied at the end 
of the season.   
The J24s will race in the one 
design fleet.  The J’s compete 
towards the “Jim Duffy Cup.”  
Congratulations to Steve 
Bossert on Sea P A 
winner of the 2009 
Duffy Cup.    
All other boat types 
race in the P-fleet for 
the Ed Griffith Cup.  
You don’t have to 
have a super fast boat.  
Just show up and give 
it a try.  Times will be 
adjusted in the P-fleet 
to account for boat 

handicaps. Congratulations to 
Mike Connolly on Blew Me, 
winner of the club 
championship Ed Griffith Cup.      
The more seasoned skippers act 
as mentors to those of us who 
are just getting our feet wet.  
Mike Connolly was a huge help 
to John and I as we were 
getting started in 2009.  We sail, 
white sails only, with our 
children Jack (7) and Sydney 
(5). And, sometime our dogs 
are on board, too. Things can 
get a bit crazy on our boat Uno 
Mas, but we always manage to 
start, finish, and have some fun.  
 Give series racing a try in 2010.  
It is great with spirited, yet fun, 
competition. Crew and skippers 
generally gather at the end of 
the dock after an afternoon of 
racing to discuss the events of 
the day; of course, over a cold 
beer.    

Please also mark your calendar 
for the Ice Breaker and Annual 
Sock Burning that will be held 
Saturday, March 27th from 1-4 
PM at the Kent’s Harbor Fire 
Pit.  Some of the details are still 
being finalized, but the good 
folks at Kent’s have agreed to 
have us back.  This was a fun 
event last year.  It will be nice 

to spend an afternoon 
socializing in sight of the water 
again.  Look for additional 
details to follow as they are 
worked out. 
 
The combined Social and 
Racing calendar has finally been 
approved and posted to the 
website.  Ashli Slawter and I 
got together to sync some of 
the social events and racing 
events.  Look for some themed 
Portsmouth races in the 
afternoon that pair up with 
themed social events in the 
evening.  A big change to note 

is that the Pig Regatta and Pig 
Roast have been moved to 
September.  Hopefully the later 
date means that it will be a bit 
cooler with a bigger breeze for 
both the racers and the pig 
roasters. 
 
Finally, just a matter of 
housekeeping:  You should 
have seen an email from me 
announcing the Winter Social 
that was from 
BLSA.News@GMAIL.COM.  
I wanted to make everyone 
aware of this so that you do not 
think of it as spam.  This is a 

Google email service that 
allows me to send out to large 
groups easily.  If you did not 
receive a flier, please let me 
know and I will add you to the 
list. 
 
As I write this on Groundhog’s 
day, I count about only about 
12 weeks until my boat goes in 
the water.  All in all, it looks 
like we are in for a fun filled 
season.  If you have questions 
or comments about BLSA 
social events, please feel free to 
contact me. 

Get Ready for Racing in 2010        Ashli Slawter…..S2 7.9 ~ Uno Mas    Slip 71 at Hanna Creek Marina 

mailto:BLSA.News@GMAIL.COM


Page 3    The Mainsheet    February 2010 

BLSA 2010 Membership 
Drive 

 
 The BLSA Board of Directors 
would like to welcome you all 
back aboard for the 2010 sailing 
season.  And for those of you 
who have not joined in the 
past, come join in the sailing 
fun and comaraderie that has 
become a legacy of our club.   
 
 The club has grown from 61 
memberships in 2008 to 71 in 
2009 (well over 100 people with 
spouses and children) and we 
hope to grow that number even 
higher in 2010.  We remain the 
largest and most active sailing 
organization at Brookville Lake 
as well as in the Greater 
Cincinnati area. 
 
 Our membership fees will 
remain the same in 2010 as they 
have been for the preceding 
two years.  At $90 for a family 
membership it is a true bargain 
for a season of  fun and 
activities.  Other levels of 
membership are available to 
meet your specific situation or 
level of interest and 
involvement.  Singles, for 
example, can join for as little as 

$50 per season. 
 The generosity of our 
members has contributed 
greatly to the continued success 
of BLSA.  Over the past two 
years, for example, the many 
voluntary donations to the 
Trailer Fund culminated, last 
Fall, in the purchase of a brand 
new 5' x 8' enclosed trailer 
complete with club logo.  This 
is being used for storage and 
transportation of club 
equipment and has been a 
dream-come-true for our Social 
and Racing programs.  In 
addition, every year several 
benevolent members (six in 
2009) join at the Admiral's Club 
level, providing BLSA with 
additional funds for those 

unexpected expenses which are 
inevitable to any organization.   
 On the 2010 BLSA 
Membership Application, you 
will note that in place of the 
Trailer Fund is the Voluntary 
Donation Fund.  This new 
fund is being developed to 
provide support for the 
ongoing maintenance and 
replacement of  BLSA 
equipment and other assets.  
For those of you who find it 
within your budget to donate to 
this voluntary program, BLSA 
is most grateful. 
 
 In an effort to build 
membership and support the 
club, skippers with regular, 
steady racing crew are being 

asked to encourage them to 
join the club, if not already so. 
 
 The Social and Racing 
program directors have put 
together another exciting and 
busy slate of events for your 
enjoyment this upcoming 
sailing season.  The success of 
these programs are financially 
dependent upon the revenue 
from your dues.  We would like 
to encourage each of you to 
send in your membership 
application and dues as early as 
possible.  This will assist in 
developing operating budgets 
for the 2010 season and will 
also insure that your name is 
included in the valuable 2010 
BLSA Membership Booklet.   
 
Attached to this edition of the 
Mainsheet is a copy of the 2010 
BLSA Membership Application 
and Renewal Form.  Why not 
print it out now and get it in 
the mail, or bring it to the 
Winter Social on January 20th.  
Don't forget membership is 
limited to the first thousand 
applicants.  Don't be left out. 
 
Dan CaJacob  (CutThroat) 

Membership News       Dan CaJacob…..J-24 ~ CutThroat    Slip 32 at Hanna Creek Marina 
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For the first time in its 

programming history, 

ESPN360.com -- ESPN's 24/7 

broadband sports network -- 

will carry the oldest sporting 

trophy event and sailing's 

most prestigious regatta and 

match race, the 33rd 

America's Cup. The best of 

three races duel will take place 

live from Valencia, Spain 

beginning Monday, Feb. 8th at 

3:45 a.m. ET. Race 2 is 

scheduled for Wednesday, 

Feb. 10th and -- if necessary -- 

Race 3 on Friday, Feb. 12th, 

both at 3:45 a.m. ET. 

 

Calling the event for 

ESPN360.com will be ESPN 

sailing commentator and 

president of US SAILING 

Gary Jobson along with 

renowned sailing expert 

Randy Smyth, both former 

winners of the America's Cup.  

The 33rd America's Cup is the 

highly anticipated sequel to 

the drama-filled result of the 

32nd America's Cup in 2007 

that sparked a two-year 

courtroom battle between 

defending champions Alinghi 

-- racing team for Société 

Nautique de Genève -- against 

Golden Gate Yacht Club's 

racing team BMW Oracle. 

This year's duel under the one-

on-one Deed of Gift will settle 

the dispute between defender 

and challenger.  

ESPN360.com Weighing Anchor with the 33rd America's Cup 

These boats are truly incredible. BMW/ Oracle’s trimaran is bigger 200’ mast and 100’ LOA, but Alinghi seems better prepared. 

Check out the official site with lots of pictures and details at    http://www.cupinfo.com/ 

Alinghi BMW/ Oracle 

And...in case you’re interested, the new sailing speed record of 

around 50 knots was set by a hydrofoil  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4W92koOYX0&feature=channel 

BLSA 2010 Winter Social 
 

Check in with your friends as we 

make it through another Tri-State 

winter and look forward to warmer 

weather on the water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sat. Feb. 20th  5-8 pm 

Rick’s Tavern 

5955 Boymel Drive. Fairfield, OH 

Full menu/bar available 

Please RSVP—ASPA 

Big Enough ? 

Go Colts !! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4W92koOYX0&feature=channel
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