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The Mainsheet 

I‟m going to venture a guess 

that the subjects of sailing, 

BLSA, and boats are pretty far 

from your mind these days, as 

we wade through a typical 

Midwestern winter of bone-

chilling cold and snow.  When I 

look out my window at 25° 

temperatures and falling snow, I 

can hardly blame you.  Yet, 

while you‟re thinking about 

shoveling snow and fitting snow 

tires, your Board of Directors is 

thinking about summer, 

sunshine and sailing. 

Why?  It‟s during these long 

winter months that all of the 

year‟s planning activity takes 

place:  the Board plans the 

season‟s social events, set dates 

and locations, and generally gets 

the BLSA Social Calendar ready.  

It‟s the same with our upcoming 

racing program.  We decide how 

many races, what dates, how to 

best coordinate them with social 

events, etc.  December, January 

and February are the Board‟s 

busiest months. 

And because Hanna Creek 

continues to have a major 

problems with very shallow 

areas, we‟re also evaluating how 

that on-going problem can best 

be addressed, before the season 

starts.  Given the dark economic 

situation these days, it‟s not very 

likely we‟ll get much help from 

the state budget office.  The 

Hanna Creek Infrastructure 

Preservation Sub-Committee 

(HCIPS) is meeting on February 

14th to review options and to 

try to develop a reasonable 

action plan.  The last two 

summers have been plagued 

with members running aground 

while trying to enter or exit the 

marina.  We need relief, and we 

need it quickly.  This is all part 

of the work the Board does 

during the winter. 

Which brings me to one of the 

most important planning 

activities your Board does 

during the dark winter months: 

implementing the annual 

membership renewal process for 

the coming year.  As you 

probably know, virtually the 

only source of revenue for 

BLSA is member dues.  The 

dues we pay are the lifeblood of 

our club.  Dues represent 

virtually 100% of our annual 

operating budget. 

In our planning for the 

forthcoming season, the Board 

tries very hard maximize 

economies and to return solid 

value to members in return for 

their hard-earned dues.  For 

example, there are several social 

events during the season that are 

„free‟ to members.  That‟s a 

return of value.  And those 

events where we have to charge, 

like the Pig Roast, we ensure 

that we only recover our direct 

costs.  That‟s economy. 

I want to urge all of you to 

renew your 2009 membership 

right now, immediately.  Please 

don‟t put it off another day.  

Early renewal is a huge benefit 

to all of us.  Knowing early on 

how much revenue we are going 

to have helps us plan our 

activities more effectively.  We 

can create social and racing 

plans with a high expectation of 
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complete fulfillment and 

success.  Further, it helps us 

plan ahead for long-term club 

purchases. 

But perhaps the most 

important reason is that if you 

renew before the deadline 

(March 31, 2009), you‟ll be 

assured of having you and/or 

your family listed in the annual 

membership roster book.  Why 

is this important?  Does it really 

matter whether or not you‟re in 

this book?  In my opinion, it 

matters a lot.  The annual 

membership roster book is the 

single most important source 

for general information about 

all your BLSA friends.  It‟s the 

primary  resource for 

remembering mailing addresses, 

phone numbers, family 

member names and boat 

names.  Heck, the „Boat Name 

Cross Reference‟ in  the back of 

the roster is - all by itself - well 

worth the price of admission.  

How many times have you 

been sailing on the lake, seen a 

boat with a familiar name and 

said to yourself, “I wonder who 

owns that boat?  Are they 

BLSA people?”.  In an ideal 

world, I‟d like every single 

BLSA member represented in 

the roster book.  I know that 

probably won‟t happen, there‟ll 

always be some who don‟t 

make the deadline, but 

wouldn‟t it be great if we had 

100% representation?  So, 

please, renew right now, as you 

read this. 

I‟d also like to urge you to 

consider the Admiral‟s Club 

level of contribution.  The 

Admiral‟s Club was something 

new for BLSA last season, and 

we had a good response, 8 

families/members who chose 

this more generous option.  In 

2008 they were:  Steve and 

Kerry Bossert, Mike and Nancy 

Burd, Dan CaJacob, Chris and 

Sharon Hughes, John and 

Mitzie Johannemann, Rick 

Keeler, Phil and Betty Nagel, 

and Jan and me.  I know times 

are tough right now, but if you 

can see your way clear, BLSA 

really benefits from your extra 

generosity. 

And finally, please consider a 

small donation to the „BLSA 

Trailer Fund‟.  You‟ll remember 

this is the fund we have going 

to save enough money to buy a 

used storage trailer to house all 

the BLSA equipment we‟ve 

accumulated over time...things 

like canopies, folding tables, 

cooking and eating supplies, 

etc.  In years past, the burden 

of storing all this stuff has 

largely fallen to the Social 

Director.  Instead, our plan is 

to eventually save enough to 

buy a trailer that would not 

only house this equipment, but 

make it easy to transport it back 

and forth as needed. 

So please, renew your 

membership today, consider 

renewing at the Admiral‟s Club 

level, and give some thought to 

a small contribution to the 

BLSA Trailer Fund.  You‟ll feel 

better about it, and all of BLSA 

will benefit.  Thank you. 

Social Calendar        Mike Burd…..Bavaria 32 ~ WindSwept      Slip E-38 at Kent‟s Harbor Marina   

We have the social and racing 
calendar set for the upcoming 
season, it is attached to this 
newsletter, so please review it 
and see where you can help 
make one of our functions a 
success.  This organization runs 
on the generosity of volunteers 
to make each social function 
happen.  We have quite a bit to 
choose from, so please get 
together with another couple or 
just by yourselves to host an 
event.  It is truly easy as I have 
most of it together, just need 
some help in completing each 
event.  
The opening event for the 

winter social is the BLSA 
Snowstorm Social, 
February 21st at BJ‟s 
Brewhouse  at Tri-County 
Mall in Springdale, so come 

on out and see everyone in 
their “winter attire”.  Thanks to 
Betsy Cassada for helping out 

with the graphics for the 
invitation.  
Just over a month after the 
Snowstorm Social, get ready for 
the annual  

Sock Burning 

  This year the event is 
scheduled for the weekend of 

March 28, at the fire pit at 
Kent‟s Harbor.  It‟s just two 

days after the spring solstice, so 
it‟s right in line with the 
opening of the sailing season.  I 
challenge all of you to come up 
with a poem, toast, or short 
story to share and help bring in 
the season.  Socks will be 
burned to signify the shedding 

of winter attire and the start of 
boat shoe season.   
 
This is a „bring your own bottle‟ 
event, the club will provide 
clam chowder and hot dogs as 
well as marsh mellows for the 
bonfire, there is no cost to 
members.  We have a back up 
date of April 4 should the Gods 
provide an icy entrance to 
spring.   

 
Get ready for commissioning!!  
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Down the Coast — A trip to remember   Bill Beglin    Beneteau 323   Past Behavin‟ Slip E-40 Kent‟s Harbor  

Hanna Creek Past      Bill Beglin    Beneteau 323   Past Behavin‟ Slip E-40 Kent‟s Harbor  

Recently long time BLSA member and past commodore Bob Unkel („81-‟82) dug into his archives and found some pictures of 
Hanna Creek‟s pre dock days. Early in the lakes development Hanna Creek had been designated a sailboats only marina thanks to the 
efforts of BLSA member Frank Kennedy. Those docks were not installed until after the lake was in use a few years. Here are some 
of those pictures. If any of you have additional pictures of the lake in it‟s early days please submit them to myself wrbeglin@aol.com 
or Webmaster Mike Chrisman mike_chrisman@cinfin.com.  The picture on the far right is long term BLSA charter member and 
club racing champion („00-‟06-‟07) Jack Warndorf, presumably getting ready to host one of the clubs first social events 

This is a follow-up from last month‟s 
newsletter on my  trip down the east coast. 
That story left off in Charleston, SC at the 
City Docks which were pretty amazing. 
Our 46 ft. Swan looked small in 
comparison to some of the m 
egayachts we were next too. That‟s the 46‟ 
Swan on the right in the picture below. 

We left the next day and headed south for 
a stop at St. Simons Island, GA. The seas 
and wind were still up and coming from 
the east so it was a fairly rough broad 
reach for the 160 mile trip. The winds 
continued to build through the night to 25 
knots. We found a great little marina Sat. 
night and as luck would have it a nice 
sports bar nearby to watch the Colts game 
on Sunday. 

We took on some fuel and water, repaired 
a leak in the hot water system, did some 
grocery shopping and stocked up on some 
adult beverages.  

One of the crew , Pat Corkell, was an 
extremely experienced sailor, having made 
numerous east coast and trans-Atlantic 
trips. One of the great benefits was his 
cooking ability, especially in rough seas. 
We ate gourmet meals every night 
occasionally comprised of freshly caught 
tuna from the fishing line we trailed 
behind us.  
 
After the front blew through we set out 
for the final 400 miles to Ft. Lauderdale. 
As we were leaving the harbor we noticed 
several boats maneuvering around the 

outer channel markers. We realized they 
were starting a race and were headed south 
as well. It was an impromptu race as they 
were going about 80 miles down the coast 
for an overnight party. We sailed along 
with them until they headed in as we 
continued on. The next few days were the 
most relaxed and  warm sailing days of the 
trip. We had very consistent 15 knot winds 
from the west which made for a 
comfortable reach in moderate seas all the 
way down. 
In short the trip was something I had 
always wanted to do and would highly 
recommend it to anyone that is fortunate 
enough to have the opportunity.   
 

The Siltation Subcommittee has 
been renamed.  From this date 
forward, please refer to this 
committee as the 
“Infrastructure Preservation 
Subcommittee”.  The first 
official meeting of this 

subcommittee is scheduled for 
February 14, 2009 at the Hanna 
Creek Docks.  We will begin at 
1:30 pm and welcome anyone 
who would like to discuss the 
siltation problem at Hanna 
Creek. 

Also, if you recall from my 
previous discussion in this 
newsletter, I am preparing a 
listing of BLSA assets, to 
include the BLSA Barge, party 
tents, coolers, etc.  Please send 
me an email 

www.cory.chadwick@hamilton
-co.org of all known BLSA 
assets you know of.  If possible, 
please include any information 
that would help identify the 
asset as well as where it is 
currently located. 

Harbor Master News     Cory Chadwick     Tartan 31 ~ Panda      Slip 50 at Hanna Creek   

http://www.cory.chadwick@hamilton-co.org
http://www.cory.chadwick@hamilton-co.org
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For Sale: 8’ Sinbad 
Dinghy   

We‟ve used „Looney Tunes‟ for 10 
years as a tender to our various 
cruising boats, „Heron‟, „Loon II‟ 
and „Loon III‟. She has always 
performed beautifully. 
But now it‟s time to say goodbye 
to an old friend. The sun has 
faded her color a bit, but she‟s still 
young and strong enough to add 
to your cruising experience. 

She rows, tows and sails 
beautifully. 

Price: $600, OBO. 
• Fiberglass with mahogany trim 
• Two rowing positions 
• Full flotation in bow and stern 
• Set of oars with oarlocks 
• Full sailing rig: mast, boom, 
mainsail, dagger board, rudder, 
tiller 
Barry Brierley - 513-474-5623 
email: bbrierley@cinci.rr.com 

Get Ready for Racing in 2009        Ernie Hauser      J-24 ~ StrataJem    Fairfield Dock  

Cincinnati Area Trivia—courtesy of past commodore Dave Masters ‘99, ‘00, ‘01, ‘02 

Do you know were these famous people were born? Steven Spielberg - North Avondale, Ted Turner - South Avondale, 
Doris Day - Evanston, Andy Williams - Cheviot, Rod Serling - Finneytown, Charles Manson - Covington. (I‟m not sure N. KY. 
really publicizes this last one too much) 

The 2009 racing season is fast approaching. Time to read up on the rules and strategy, buy some new go fast stuff and get your 
crew in shape. The racing and social calendar is all set. There is a copy attached to this newsletter mailing as well as on the newly 
updated and modernized BLSA web site.  www.blsa.us 
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Remember  -  There are only 89 days left to the start of  the sailing 
season and only 59 days till the membership booklet publication 

deadline of  March 31st. Please send in your membership form prior 
to that date to insure you’re included in the 2009 membership 

booklet.  


