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From The Helm 
By Randy Jones     Catalina 310 ~ Fever III   Slip B-1 at Quakertown Marina 

Commodore Jones 

 

A New Tradition For BLSA  
By Past Commodore Barry 
Brierley 
 
Those of you who didn’t make 
it to the Annual Meeting on 7 
November, not only 
missed a terrific party and a 
great member get-together, 
you also missed the start of a 
new tradition for BLSA. 
At that meeting, we made the 
first-ever presentation of the 
new Frank Kennedy Award. 
The Frank Kennedy Award was 
conceived during this past 
season, and is intended to 
complement our two annual 
racing awards, the Duffy Cup 
and the Griffith Cup. The 
Kennedy Award is meant to 
recognize and honor individual 
BLSA members who make 

extremely high, truly 
exceptional contributions of 
commitment, personal time and 
dedication to BLSA, at a level 
well above the norm. 
The namesake for the award, 
Mr. Frank Kennedy, was a 
Founding Member of BLSA, 
and its first-ever Commodore, 
serving for two terms beginning 
in 1974, the first year of 
the club, and again in 1975. In 

subsequent years, Mr. Kennedy 
was the principal force 
behind the development of the 
sailboat-only marina at Hanna 
Creek. He invested 
countless hours of personal 
time in meetings with state 
government officials , IDNR 
management and Army Corps 
of Engineer staff, to ensure that 
the needs and desires of 
BLSA were met. He supervised 
virtually all elements of the 
design, development, 
implementation and 
construction of the marina. The 
level of effort he contributed in 
those years to BLSA still stand 
today as the gold standard of 
personal commitment. 
Because the standards for the 
Kennedy Award are extremely 
high, this on-going award 
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On Dec.9 the new BLSA Board 
met for the first time and 
started the planning for the up-
coming year.  The Board 
elected the new officers for 
2010: Commodore – Randy 
Jones, Vice Commodore – Dan 
Cajacob, Treasurer – John 
Johannemann and Secretary – 
Chris Carr.  The other Board 
members accepted chair 
positions: Social Director – 
Mike Chrisman, Mike will also 

manage the web site, Race 
Director – Ashli Slawter, 
Harbor Master – Cory 
Chadwick and Communications 
Director -  Bill Beglin.  With a 
combination of returning and 
new Board members and the 
planning which has already 
started you can expect an event 
filled 2010.  We thanked the 
outgoing board members that 
were in attendance, for their 
service.  Please do the same 

when you see them. 
 
Membership renewal forms will 
be out soon, the sooner you 
return them the earlier we will 
be able to budget our activities.  
Enjoy the holidays with family 
and friends and think about 
how much fun you had last 
summer on Brookville Lake. 
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Social Calendar        Mike Chrisman…..Catalina 250 ~ Escape      Slip 38 at Hanna CreekMarina   

I am honored to server as your 
new Social Director for the 
coming year.  We have a 
tradition of events that are well 
planned and well attended in 
BLSA.  I am truly excited for 
the opportunity to do my best 
to keep this tradition going for 
my favorite sailing association.  
Mike Burd is the latest in a long 
line of people who have built 
our club get-togethers into 
events that you really WANT 
to attend.  I would like to thank 
Mike for his assistance in my 
transition to this new position!  
He has done an outstanding job 
for the past two years. 

As I see it, my mission is 
simple: keep the momentum of 
our social program going into 
next year.  So, please do not 
expect any radical changes to 
the schedule.  We will continue 
time honored BLSA traditions 
like the Pig Roast and Steak 
Dinner.  Some events will be 
paired with a theme for the 

day’s race.  I will be working 
with new Race Director Ashli 
Slawter soon to coordinate 
social events with races.  Look 

for the 2010 social calendar 
some time in January.   Expect 
a winter get-together some time 
in February.   
At the December Board of 
Directors meeting two items 
were discussed concerning 
social events.  First, we will ask 
non-members to contribute $5 
if they attend a club event 
where the club provides food.  
This measure recognizes the 
value of membership dues you 

pay and encourages others to 
become members.  The 
contribution from non-
members will also offset our 
incremental costs associated 
with non-members at events 
and help the Board in its efforts 
to maintain membership fees at 
current levels.  Next, we 
discussed RSVP’s for events.  
Please RSVP for events.  This 
will allow event hosts and me 
to make sure that we have 
enough food for everyone 
without ordering too much.  
Look for more pleas from me 
for RSVP’s as we get into the 
sailing season. 
 
Since I have been a member of 
BLSA I have personally 
enjoyed the schedule of events 
every year.  I think a key reason 
for this is that the events are 
also hosted by members.  If 
you have not hosted an event, 
please consider doing so.  I can 
attest that it is a good time and 
a great way to get to know 
other BLSA members.  To 
those of you who have already 
offered to host events, I say 
“thank you.”  I will be in touch 
about the details.   
 
Given the number of formal 
and impromptu events that we 
inevitably have with BLSA, 
2010 is going to be another 
great year.  If you have any 
suggestions or comments about 

the social program, please email 
me at m_chrisman@fuse.net 

is not intended to be awarded 
casually for normal levels of 
commitment, such as serving 
on the Board, etc., nor 
necessarily in every year, but 
only on those special occasions 
where the contribution to the 
club is truly extraordinary. 
The first-ever recipient of the 
Frank Kennedy Award was our 
current Communications 
Director and newsletter editor, 
as well as former Vice 
Commodore, Bill Beglin. Bill’s 
tireless work during the past 

few years in trying to bring 
relief to the siltation issue at 
Hanna Creek, has been 
amazing. He has managed to 
build a close working 
relationship with IDNR 
management and key voices 
within the Corps of Engineers. 
He has been our lifeline to the 
forces that can save Hanna 
Creek for BLSA. 
But even beyond that, Bill has 
also worked incredibly hard to 
open up new avenues of 
potential aid for Hanna Creek. 

At a time when BLSA felt that 
movement towards 
remediation was stalled, when 
the state of the economy and 
IDNR budgets were 
negatively affecting progress, 
Bill found ways to open up 
communications with key 
political support. On his own 
initiative, Bill has met with 
several Indiana Congressmen 
and other influential 
government personnel, and 
presented our situation to them 
persuasively. He has raised their 

awareness of the severity of the 
need, as well as reviewed 
several solution options the 
club has developed, and found 
some degree of empathy and 
support. While it’s too early to 
tell if this new line of attack will 
be productive for Hanna Creek, 
it certainly offers BLSA with a 
new hope. Next time you see 
Bill, please congratulate him on 
his achievements and thank 
him for his outstanding work 
on our behalf. 

Ernie and Ed Griffith 

winner Mike Connolly 

Steve Bossert & Crew 

winners of the Duffy Cup 

Mike Burd and Barry 

Brierley two hard working 

souls we will miss ! 

Part of the group that 

started it all.  

Charter Members Leon 

Barber, Lee Hayden and 

Johanna Barber 
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BLSA Financial Summary 2009 
 

Each year the Board of Directors works to achieve the most value for our annual dues. In addition to the more obvious 
expenditures such as social functions and the racing program, your dues cover insurance and licensing, replacement reserve for club 
assets, state communications and smaller misc. expenses. The goal is always to minimize the annual dues, while preserving club 
assets and maintaining a small reserve funds for unanticipated expenses. The following is a breakdown of our year end 2009 financial 
status. 

 

 

Club physical assets—Activity boat, storage trailer, racing eq, social eq.        $ 6,909.47 

 Budget Actual 

Beginning Balance  $ 2,338.24 

Income  (dues, social function fees, trailer donations )   $ 9,635.00 

Expenses   

Social  $ 4,200 $ 3,732,49 

Racing $ 2,400 $ 2,236.54 

Misc.   $ 1,327.73 

Balance  $ 2,363.18 

12’ AMF Puffer 
$ 950 

Includes trailer and cover, main, jib, 
oars. 

Yellow hull, white interior. 

812-662-0159 or  
812-593-5105 (c) 

Jim 
gyouareyou@mac.com  

Annual Membership 

 

Dues will remain 

unchanged for 2010 ! 

 

Watch for the forms 

and get yours in early. 

 

Sending your 

membership in early 

insures your inclusion 

in the annual booklet 

and helps plan the 

upcoming season.  

 

Watch for the bottom 

paint survey as well ! 
(for your boat !)  

 


