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The Mainsheet 

As I announced at the Annual 
Meeting on 1 Nov 08, the 
election of new club Officers 
and the Board of Directors for 
2009 went smoothly.  Don't 
know about you, but I feel using 
'Survey Monkey' as a tool to 
conduct these kinds of club-
wide things is pretty cool 
(despite my little blunder with 
the survey address; I'll do better 
next time).  As the club's 
Constitution demands, the 2009 
Board will begin to officially 
function as of 1 Dec 08, just 
about the time you read this.  
And so, for those of you who 
couldn't join us at the Annual 
Meeting, I'd like to introduce 
your 2009 Board of Directors... 
 

2009 Club Officers: 
Commodore: Barry Brierley.  
2009 will be my second year as 
Commodore.  I found the 2008 
Board year to be fun and busy, 
and I feel a lot was 
accomplished.  I hope you 
agree.  There's a lot left on our 
plate, and along with my fellow 
Board members and with help 
and support from all of you, I'm 
going to work hard to have 
another successful year for 
BLSA in 2009. 
 
Vice Commodore: Dan 
CaJacob.  I really pleased that 

Dan agreed to be Vice 
Commodore for 2009.  I've 
found Dan, an Admiral's Club 
member, to be a quiet but firm 
voice of reason and moderation, 
and a man with sound, clear 
ideas about BLSA business.  I'm 
looking forward to working with 
him.  A throat surgeon 
(technically, an 
Otorinolaryngologist...I love 
saying that word!) with the most 
appropriate boat name in BLSA: 
'CutThroat', Dan loves his kids, 
sailing and raising red 
raspberries, in that order.  He 
has also agreed to take under his 
Vice Commodore's wing, the 
job of Membership Chairman.  
For the past several years, this 
important task was handled by 
Steve Bossert, who's primary job 
was BLSA's Treasurer.  It 
seemed to me like a lot to ask of 
the club Treasurer, to not only 
be responsible for the club's 
finances, but to also also handle 
membership duties on top of it.  
So when I suggested to Dan that 
Membership Chairman might 
better fit into the Vice 
Commodore's area of 
responsibility, he readily agreed.  
This move will make our 
Treasurer's vital job easier, and it 
will give the Vice Commodore a 
specific, key area of 
responsibility. 

Treasurer: Randy Jones.  
After many years of serving as 
BLSA Treasurer, and with one 
year still remaining in his most 
recent term, Steve Bossert asked 
to step down at the end of 2008.  
A more faithful servant BLSA 
has never had, and the Board 
reluctantly acquiesced to Steve's 
request.  The club Constitution 
allows for the Commodore to 
make a direct appointment in 
cases like this, and my first and 
immediate choice was Randy 
Jones.  Randy has been a BLSA 
member for many, many years.  
He not only knows BLSA and 
sailing like the back of his hand, 
he also has a ton of experience 
with the functions of a small 
club, running an antique car 
club, of which he is President.  
He also was President of a 
construction company prior to 
his retirement.  He currently 
owns and manages a number of 
residential properties.  Randy 
knows what it takes to keep the 
finances of a small club like 
BLSA running straight and true, 
and he'll will bring fresh 
thinking to the BLSA Board.  
Randy will pick up right where 
Steve left off.  Our club finances 
could not be in better hands. 
 
Secretary: Chris Carr.  What a 
treat it is to have Chris re-join 
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the Board for 2009.  Many of 
you will remember that Chris 
was Harbor Master for BLSA 
back in 1988 to 1990, so he's no 
stranger to BLSA leadership.  A 
retired P&G engineer, Chris is 
currently working on his Ph.D 
in Geography.  His specialty is 
"the environmental impacts of 
outdoor recreation", and his 
research takes him hiking, 
camping, rock climbing and 
boating all over the US and 
Central America.  He is a life-
long sailor and has enjoyed 
sailing charters in most of the 
good sailing spots: the 
Caribbean, the Bahamas, the 
Florida, etc.  Chris has been 
part of BLSA long enough to 
have been part of the great 
BLSA trips to the Chesapeake 
in 1991 and 1995.  He'll be a 
fresh voice with fresh ideas for 
our 2009 Board, and a welcome 
new addition. 
 
2009 Department Heads: 
Social Director: Mike Burd.  
I think you'll all agree with me 
that Mike, another Admiral's 
Club member, did an absolutely 
outstanding job as Social 
Director in his first year, 2008.  
He greatly increased the fun 
quotient, reduced complexity, 
and kept costs firmly in line 
throughout the 2008 social 
season.  A couple of the new 
social events Mike came up 
with last summer are destined 
to become permanent parts of 
the BLSA social calendar.  The 
Beer Tasting event, and the 
Beach Party and Giant Raft-up 

north of Quakertown are two 
that stick in my mind as definite 
winners.  Mike has a lot more 
ideas to help make our 2009 
social season better than ever.  
Maybe he'll have us burning our 
socks again like he did at the 
traditional 'Ice Breaker', last 
April.  Stay tuned!  Mike always 
has some surprises in store. 
 
Race Director: Ernie Hauser.  
Through the 2007 and 2008 
seasons, Ernie did an 
outstanding job as BLSA's 
Harbor Master.  His expertise 
contributed greatly to BLSA's 
ability to offer sound, 
technically feasible and cost-
effective solutions to IDNR to 
address the siltation issue that 
still plagues Hanna Creek.  But 
for 2009, Ernie - yet another 
Admiral's Club member - will 
'change hats' and step into the 
key role of Race Director.  Our 
race program has made giant 
strides during the past couple of 
years - the BLSA Barge used as 
a committee boat, new race 
marks, a new horn signaling 
system, a new flag signaling 
system - and Ernie wanted to 
be in a position to help that 
development and improvement 
continue.  Most of you know 
that Ernie is one of BLSA's 
most successful race skippers, 
so our club race program will 
continue to be in expert hands. 
 
Communications Director: 
Bill Beglin.  I am delighted to 
have Bill Beglin back on the 
Board.  He's got great ideas and 

brings a lot of positive energy.  
He also served as Vice 
Commodore in 2006 and 2007, 
and has been a part of our club 
for many years.  I think most of 
you know how highly I value 
our club newsletter.  In my 
view, it's one of the most - if 
not THE most - vital tools in 
BLSA's bag.  The newsletter is 
one of only two ways our 
membership can keep in touch 
with each other, events, and 
news that effects our club's well
-being, the other being our web 
site.  Finding someone to take 
on this essential role isn't easy, 
because people are sometimes 
intimidated by the need to work 
with a computer application.  
But Bill has jumped into this 
position with both feet, and I 
doubt there's a more capable, 
competent person to handle it 
in BLSA.  Educated as an 
engineer, his career has mostly 
been in operations and general 
management.  He's currently a 
'head hunter', a corporate 
management recruiter.  Bill lives 
in Indianapolis, which makes 
his service on the BLSA Board 
even more impressive, because 
he has to drive to Cincinnati for 
Board meetings!  When you 
receive his first effort as 
Communications Director, this 
issue of our newsletter, I know 
you'll agree with me that Bill 
will do an outstanding job for 
our club. 
 
Harbor Master: Cory 
Chadwick.  Being Harbor 
Master for BLSA has never 

been more important that it has 
been the last few years.  The 
continuing siltation of Hanna 
Creek is the single most urgent 
issue facing BLSA, for this year 
and into the foreseeable future.  
The very existence of Hanna 
Creek as a sailboat marina is 
greatly at risk.  With that being 
the sad reality, I couldn't be 
more pleased with our new 
Harbor Master, Cory Chadwick.  
Cory served 21 years in the US 
Air Force, as a meteorologist, 
and currently works as the 
director of a 60 person staff in 
environmental services for 
southwest Ohio, and solid 
waste planning for Hamilton 
County.  The BLSA Siltation 
SubCommittee feels our next 
step has to be to seek political 
assistance in solving the 
siltation problem, and Cory's 
insights into the workings of 
regional government are going 
to be a welcome asset.  On a 
personal note, Cory has to rank 
as our club's 'audiophile' 
supreme.  If you want to talk 
high fidelity, Cory's your man.  
Thanks for coming on board, 
Cory. 
 
This is your Board of Directors 
for 2009.  Speaking on behalf 
all Board members, I pledge 
that we'll work as hard as we 
can to make your 2009 sailing 
season a great success.  Thank 
you for giving us a chance to do 
it.  Now, how many weeks is it 
until May 1st? 

During the last decade or so, a 
huge change has engulfed us, a 
change known to all of us as 
'the internet'.  If you question 
that statement, think back to 
how things used to be 10 - 15 
years ago.  And during this 
time of immense change, 
BLSA consistently counted on 
one person to lead us through 

this brave new world.  When 
we realized we needed to step 
into the 21st century and 
develop a web site, this man 
was there to help.  And during 
the years since, he was the one 
we knew would keep our 
internet presence fresh and up-
to-date.  Of course, I'm talking 
about Spinnaker Dave Schulte.  

After these many years of 
dedicated - and often un-sung - 
service, Cap'n Dave has 
decided to step down.  Dave 
had a major operation to repair 
a torn retina recently, and 
although his recovery from that 
is going well, he felt it was time 
to clear his plate. 
 

But for BLSA, Dave's 
departure was a major concern.  
Running a web site is not 
something that just anyone can 
undertake.  It's a job that 
requires specific technical skills 
that the average person just 
doesn't have.  So, finding a 
replacement for Spinnaker 
Dave was a big, big concern.  

Another Landmark BLSA Change   ......…   By Barry Brierley, Catalina 28 ~ Loon III   Slip 72 at Hanna Creek 
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We must have a web site...it's 
become too important to our 
club to not have one; but 
without Dave, who could 
manage it for us? 
 
I'm very pleased - and frankly 
very relieved - to report to you 
that, in typical BLSA 'can do' 

spirit, our own Mike Chrisman 
has stepped up to be our new 
webmaster.  Whew!  What a 
relief!  In his 'day job', Mike is 
an Information Technology 
specialist, who deals with the 
internet and related computer 
issues, problems and challenges 
on a daily basis.  Without 

getting too technical, let's just 
say that Mike definitely has the 
tech chops for the BLSA web 
job.  Mike and Cap'n Dave are 
already working together to 
ensure a seamless transition.  As 
Mike gets more familiar and 
comfortable with our web site, 
he may try out some ideas for 

making improvements. 
 
Mike sails a Catalina 250, 
Escape, out of slip 38 at Hanna 
Creek, with his partner, Bill 
Ralston.  Next time you see 
Mike, thank him for taking on 
this vital BLSA job.  Mike, 
thanks for coming aboard. 

Racing Report, and Other Things   .............…   Rick Keeler, Race Director, J24 'Juice', Fairfield Docks 

The BLSA Annual Meeting was 
the big payoff for all club 
racers.  That is the night we 
hand out all our racing awards 
for outstanding racing 
achievement during the season 
just past.  And what a great 
night it was.  I won't belabor 
those of you who did not 
attend with every single one of 
the awards.  The key winners 
are exciting enough.  Here's 
how the 2008 racing season 
played out... 
 
The Most Improved Sailor 
Award.  Every year, the Race 
Director makes a judgement as 
to who is 'the most improved' 
sailor for the past season.  If 
you look at past winners of this 
award, you'll find a lot who 
went on to become Club 
Champions.  This year, by a 
fairly wide margin, I judged that 
our most improved sailer was 
Chris Hughes, who won an 
astonishing number of 'bullet' 
pennants, symbolizing a first 
place finish.  Chris had an 
outstanding season.  

Congratulations, Chris! 
 
The Ed Griffith Cup 
Champion.  Much like Duffy, 
Ed Griffith was an avid sailor 
who absolutely loved sailboat 
racing.  Ed and his lovely wife 
Martha (who is still an active 
BLSA member!) were co-
chairpersons of the BLSA Race 
Committee for many years.  Ed 
was generous in sharing his 
broad racing knowledge and 
known for being always willing 
to help out.  For more of their 
long history with BLSA, check 
out the write-up in the annual 
membership roster booklet.  
After Ed passed away in 1992, 
Martha donated this trophy to 
be awarded to BLSA's top 

racer, our Club Champion, as 
an on-going memorial to Ed.  
This year's BLSA Club 
Champion, our top racer for 
2008, was Chris and Sharon 
Hughes, aboard Heron.  
Congratulations, Chris and 
Sharon!  Two major awards in 
one season...wow!  Way to go, 
Chris. 
 
The Jim Duffy Cup 
Champion.  As many of you 
know, James Patrick Duffy 
(known to everyone as just 
plain 'Duffy', or 'Duff') was a 
greatly beloved, and sometimes 
curmudgeonly man who was a 
friend to all and who lived and 
breathed sailboat racing.  He 
was a true BLSA 'character' 

whom everyone admired in one 
way or another.  When Duffy 
passed away in 2004, the club 
looked for some way to honor 
this man for whom racing was 
everything.  As a result, the 
'Duffy Cup', for J24 racers only, 
was established for the winner 
of the J24 racing series every 
year.  I was pleased to award 
this year's Duffy Cup to the 
best J24 sailor in our fleet in 
2008, Ernie Hauser and his wife 
and crew, aboard J24 StrataGem.  
Congratulations, Ernie!  Duffy 
would be pleased 
 
Annual Meeting 
The Annual Meeting and the 
awards for the 2008 racing 
season marked the end of my 
two-year term as BLSA Racing 
Director.  For me, it was 
rewarding, challenging, mostly 
fun and filled with a lot of 
memories I'll hold close for 
many years.  I think the BLSA 
racing program is as strong 

Rick Keeler 
Race Director   2007– 2008 

Ernie Hauser 
“Duff” Cup Champion 2008 
Harbor Master  2007-2008 

Race Director  2009 

Chris Hughes - Most Improved Sailor 2008 
Chris and Sharon Hughes - Club Champions 2008 
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In the past few weeks, I've had 
to tell you about so many BLSA 
medical casualties, I'm 
beginning to feel like BLSA's 
M.A.S.H. officer. 
 
It started a few weeks ago, 
when Dave Schulte, our 
webmaster from the beginning 
of time, was diagnosed with a 
torn retina in one eye and had 
to have surgery.  Dave is now 
well on his way to recovery, 
thank goodness. 
 
Then, those of you who 
attended the Annual Meeting 
on 1 Nov, know that Ernie 
Hauser, past Harbor Master 
and incoming Race Director, 
broke his right arm a few days 
before the event.  Ernie showed 

up with his arm in a sling at the 
Annual Meeting.  And just to 
clarify, it was definitely his arm 
in a sling.  :-) 
 
Next, we learned that Rick 
Keeler, our Race Director for 
the past two years, went 
through emergency intestinal 
surgery at St. Elizabeth Medical 
Center.  As I write this 
(Monday, 17 Nov 2008) Rick is 
still at SEMC, awaiting his 
pathology report and word 
from his doc about when he 
can go home.  I talked to him 
this afternoon on the phone 
and he's feeling pretty good, all 
things considered, trying to 
avoid as much pain medication 
as possible, and is up and about 
the floor of his wing of the 

hospital, charming all the 
nurses.  Rick is very grateful for 
all the BLSA visitors and get-
well cards he's received. 

And as if all that wasn't enough, 
last Friday, 14 Nov 2008, Steve 
Bossert, our long-time 
Treasurer, learned he had an 

inflamed appendix and had to 
have emergency surgery to yank 
that sucker out.  Steve's 
appendix was removed the next 
day, on Saturday 15 Nov, and 
he went home on Sunday to 
recover.  When I talked to him 
this afternoon, he was feeling 
remarkably chipper, but was 
staying close to his pain meds.  
His lovely wife Kerry is making 
sure Steve doesn't do anything 
foolish while he recovers. 
 
If this doesn't end soon, I'm 
going to have to start wearing a 
white lab coat.  Let's hope this 
run of bad medical luck for 
BLSA is over.  And to our 
BLSA invalids: Get Well Soon! 

BLSA Medical Report   ..................…   Barry Brierley, Catalina 28, Loon III, Slip 72, Hanna Creek 

today as it ever was.  
Participation was somewhat 
down in  2008, but the 
professionalism with which we 
staged our races and the fun 
the competitors had was at a 

very high level.  Bigger isn't 
necessarily always better.  
Along with other BLSA racing 
fanatics, I attended some big-
time non-BLSA regattas during 
the year.  And I'm proud to say 

our BLSA race program stacks 
up well against those programs.  
For 2009, our racing program 
is in the hands of Ernie 
Hauser, and I can't think of a 
better person to continue our 

progress.  Thanks to all of you 
for your support during my 2 
year term.  And come out and 
race with us next season! 

The end of the season dinner and awards presentation was a success.  Held at Rick’s Tavern in Fairfield, we had 61 show up for 

dinner and presentation.   

I had some feedback from members in regards to functions and also have a few couples already volunteering for  functions next 

year.  I think we are going to try and have the sock burning again next year at the start of the season as the ice breaker event. 

Look for upcoming events in the next newsletters. 

Social Report   …………  ……………….   Mike Burd, Social Director, Bavaria 32, WindSwept   Kent‟s E38 

The raccoons at Hanna Creek   …………………….   Mike Burd, Bavaria 32 WindSwept 

Some may know that last year 
we  had a number of raccoons 
living in the docks at Hanna 
Creek, just check with Scott 
Webb, who had one come right 
on his boat and stare him 
down. Another story is that of 
Randy Jones who woke to one 
in his kitchen lapping up the 
leftover fat from some pork 
chops he cooked. Then again if 
Janice had been there the pan 

would have been clean! 
 
Although these animals are 
scary at times, I am certain just 
waking up to see them in your 
boat is a surprise.  Some of us 
have probably seen them 
without knowing. Especially, 
waking up after a night of 
imbibing. 
 
Now on with the story, we had 

a few visitors at Hanna Creek as 
we were squatting overnight for 
the chili cook-off.  Our dock 
dogs, Morgan and Nina heard 
them eating their food which 
was leftover, in the bowl sitting 
out on the dock.  Of course 
that did not sit well with them 
and off they went chasing the 
poor critters down and under 
the dock. They had them 
trapped under the docks.  Well 

maybe not trapped, since the 
raccoons live there.  I am sure 
you probably heard the dogs 
barking at the end of the dock.  
The next day they flushed some 
of them out into the woods.  
We saw them chasing three, 
and Larry, the dog running 
around the marina area, went 
right along with it, you could 
hear them in the morning 
baying as if they had caught 
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For Sale 
1994   8' Trinka, hard dingy. 
Great condition - fiberglass hull 
with teak, teak floors, brass 
fittings, oars and sail conversion 
kit. Easily towed hard dingy 
Holds up to two adults and 
equipment. 
Available with or without trailer. 
Weights < 100 #. Trailer is two 
years old. 
Priced accordingly with trailer 
$1200, without trailer, $600.  
Check out pictures on line at 
www.trinka.com 
 

Mike Burd  -  513-515-8137 

them.  We had to run through 
the woods and retrieve the dogs 
who did have them treed.  Larry 
would have nothing to do with 
us.  Fortunate for the raccoons 
it was not hunting season and 

the dogs did not get to them, I 
would think that the raccoons 
together probably could do in 
one of the dogs but not “the 
pack”. I do not think this will 
even keep the raccoons from 

the dock, since now we are all 
away and it is a haven for them 
during the winter.   
I was hoping maybe next 
season we could get IDNR to 
possibly shoo these critters 

away,  I know up at Kent‟s 
Marina, they took 30 some 
raccoons out of the docks.  
Hopefully we will not have to 
share the docks with too many 
extra „friends‟ next year! 

Memories of  2008 


