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Calendar 

Let’s talk about the weather.   

 

Does anyone know what song this line comes 

from? “I get the news I need from the weather 

report…” 

 

Summers are filled with picnics and outdoor 

weddings, festivals, and sports.  As we approach 

the “dog days of summer” in the Midwest we all 

talk about the temperature and the humidity.  We 

have had our share of pop-up thunderstorms this 

season, and weekend forecasts that were less 

than inviting. 

 

And perhaps even more than typical 

Midwesterners, sailors can be obsessive about it.  

We watch the morning news with weather every 

five minutes.  We listen to the radio in our cars, 

and they tell us about the chance of rain, but 

rarely about the wind.  And we have our smart 

phones, with a multitude of apps so we can 

check it any moment. 

And then, when we get to the dock, we share our 

often conflicting predictions and talk about our 

sources.  Some of us like the weather channel, 

weather bug, and weather underground.   Some 

like NOAA for the raw data.  Some of us (like 

me for example) have a half dozen wind and 

weather apps on our phones, and check every 

one of them looking for a good forecast.  I 

downloaded a free app called “Windfinder” 

which is pretty good.  But then I found that for 

$.99 cents, you can get an additional “super 

forecast” within the app that always suggests 

more wind than the basic forecast.  I like that 

one. 

 

But this forecast obsession has a down side.  Too 

often the forecast keeps us from the lake.  A 

chance of thunderstorms might keep us from 

packing up the car and heading out.  A 

prediction of “light and variable winds” perhaps 

seems not worth the effort.   
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But no matter how many 

sources we check, the fact 

remains, that being a 

meteorologist means you can 

be wrong half the time and 

keep your job.   

 

So my advice is this:  Come 

on out to the lake.  There is 

often more wind than is 

predicted.  And if there isn’t, 

can you think of a better 

summer activity than relaxing 

on a float while your boat 

drifts serenely at anchor?  Is 

there a better place to read a 

book?  How about an 

impromptu raft-up/pot luck?  

Those grills some of us carry 

on our stern rails need to be 

used.   

 

The season is short, and we 

know, we have passed the half 

way point.   

Don’t let our obsession with 

the weather keep us from 

enjoying what is left of the 

summer.  Just go to the lake. 

Racing Director       John Slawter — Uno Mass — S2 7.9 — Hanna Creek, Slip 71 

“Ch, Ch, Ch, Ch, Changes” – David Bowie, 1971 

 

Ah, mother nature—fickle to say the least.  After a 

good, albeit wet, start to the season, we have now had 

two regatta cancellations due to lack of wind.  There 

is good news in this, however.  With the Fins Regatta 

rescheduled for August 8th and the Midsummer 

Night’s Dream Regatta rescheduled for August 22nd, 

everyone is still in the hunt for the Club 

Championship at the Pig Regatta.  I have reduced the 

number of required regattas from 4 to 3 in order to 

give everyone a chance, even if they have not raced 

yet this year.  Those two rescheduled events along 

with the Hoist Regatta on August 16th are enough for 

you to meet the requirement—all you have to do is 

come out and race this month! 

 

In July, we had a beautiful day for the Cheeseburgers 

in Paradise Party.  Although wind was nowhere to be 

seen, we put our regatta awards to good use with the 

kids.  A broken piñata stick (after one swing from a 6 

year old—geesh!) couldn’t keep them from making 

good with the shark piñata.  Luckily, the 2nd place 

price was a limbo pole that doubled as a piñata 

swatter.   
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The 1661 Bridge to Bridge race was also a success, with racers 

navigating the mooring field at Quakertown, down to the 

Causeway Bridge, and back to Hanna Creek.  Congratulations to 

Uno Mas for winning with a time of 2:34:22.  As we all know, Paul 

Hemker has an eye for the wind and clearly his assistance came in 

handy on a light wind day! 

 

With the rescheduled events, August is now packed with BLSA 

activities.  In addition to three regattas, there are two fun races.  

The Shot Chaser Race prior to the BVI Night Raft-up on August 

15th will be a chase format, meaning boats with the highest 

handicap will start first and others will follow.  With a known 

distance and a calculation for departure times based on handicap 

ratings, all boats will finish at the raft-up at the same time for a 

photo finish!  The Royal Flush Poker Run is always a favorite and 

the format will remain the same on August 29th,  a simple loop 

between the committee boat and one mark.  Each time you pass the 

committee boat you will 

be issued a playing card 

(and a friendly “wash-down” with lake water!) and you can 

discard any extras—the quicker you navigate the course, the 

better chance you have of a winning hand! 

 

With the Club Championship on September 12th and 13th now 

in sight, it’s the perfect time to improve and test your sailing 

skills.  You have heard how much fun it is and that racing 

builds confidence in your boat handling skills.  You have heard 

that the BLSA racing program will assist you with an on-board 

coach or help you find someone to crew with.  Now we need to 

hear from you.  There are three regattas, three fun races, and the 

Club Championship still on 

the schedule for 2015.  

David Bowie said “turn and 

face the strain” in the song 

“Changes” but I can assure 

you, there’s no strain in 

racing with BLSA.  Your 

only regret will be not 

giving it a shot sooner.  See 

you on the starting line! 

 

** Lest you think this was 

a fake coronation...the 

sword is real, from John’s 

U.S. Military Academy 

days! 
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Social Director        Dave Holdren —  Wind Shadow — Kells 23 — Hanna Creek, Slip 55 

BLSA held two socials in July: “Cheeseburger in Paradise” Cookout and the “1661” Pub Night. 

 

The “Cheeseburger in Paradise” Cookout hosted by Cathi and Rick Ege and assisted by Dan CaJacob and 

Sara Cooper.  The weatherman cooperated again with excellent weather for the cookout so it was attended 

by 56 adults and 11 kids with everyone having a great time.   

 

Since the Fins Regatta had to be rescheduled John Slawter let the kids beat the heck out of the shark Piñata 

that was to be one of the Fins prizes and the kids really enjoyed themselves.  Scott and Annie Webb were 

presented with a special “bean jar” wedding present sent by Paul Hemker and we all got a kick out of that 

(adult humor, ask a participant for the inside story). 

 

A new event, the “1661 Pub night” social hosted by Tim 

Fry was held on July 25th after the 1661 race.  In 1661, John 

Evelyn recorded a competition between Katherine and 

Anne, two large royal sailing vessels, both of English 

design.  The wager: 100-1.  The race: from Greenwich to 

Gravesend and back.  One of the vessels was owned, and 

sometimes steered by Charles II, the King of England.  The 

king lost.  This was the BLSA tribute to the race.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tim served Shepherd’s Pie (which was very good) 

and there were several very good English Deserts 

brought by members.  50 people attended the social 

and everyone had a great time, despite the 

sweltering heat.  Thanks to Tim for coming up with 

this new social and all the work he put into pulling it 

off.  Special thanks to Nicole Holtkamp for jumping 

in and assisting Tim. 

 

If anyone has ideas for new socials for 2016 please 

email them to blsa.news@gmail.com. 

 

Please plan to attend out August Socials:  

 

August 8th – Shrimp Boil 

    Hosted by Scott and Lana Elliott & Janice Jones 

August 15th – BVI Night Raft-Up 

    Hosted by John and Ashli Slawter  

mailto:blsa.news@gmail.com
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Harbormaster Update        Roger Ruwe —  Sails Call — Hunter 27 — Hanna Creek, Slip 56 

Guest Column By George Stringer —  Because — MacGregor 26 — Hanna Creek, Slip #29 

Two brief updates: the safety ladder at Hanna had been “adult tested” and had a failure (good to know before an emergency 

need arose).  IDNR has been out and replaced it with a “new/used” aluminum ladder.  Please check out this safety feature on the 

end of the main Hanna Creek dock (walk straight to the end) in case you need it and feel free to provide any comments to me.   

 

The head flush-out hose at the Hanna Creek latrine has also been repaired. 

 

Make sure to let me know of any needed repairs and I’ll be glad to let our friends at IDNR know about them.  Very appreciative 

of their quick responses to our concerns. 

Warning: Defective Flare Guns! 

 

That was the title of the link I found while investigating a problem with my 12 Ga. OLIN flare gun.  Like 

many, at the beginning of the season, I inspected the flares and 12 Ga. cartridges to ensure they were not 

expired.  However, the flare gun would not open enough to insert a flare cartridge!  Mine was marked: 

USCG App: 160 028/12/1 with an “86” next to the trigger. 

 

Apparently the problem was discovered some time ago; it occurs with some 

OLIN (now ORION) flare guns made of plastic, but a recall was not issued.  

The Orion Safety Products customer service department 

{customerservice@orionsignals.com} sent an email response as follows:  

 

We have a lifetime warranty on our launchers as well as we still honor the 

recall on OLIN manufactured launchers.  Judging from your description of 

the problem and the "86" I would assume you have an OLIN launcher.  

Please mail in an oversized envelope to the address below and we will 

provide you with a new ORION launcher. 

 

Orion Safety Products 

www.orionsignals.com 
P.O. Box 1047 

Easton, MD  21601 

800-637-7807 

410-822-7759 (fax) 

 

Bottom line:  Check your flares, cartridges, and flare 

gun for expiration date and proper functioning 

(along with the rest of your safety equipment)! 

 

Photos show a defective unit (limited opening) and a 

good one.  

mailto:%7bcustomerservice@orionsignals.com%7d
http://www.orionsignals.com/
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From The Galley     Helma Leigh (with input by Jenny Fox, Life Line, and Jan Brierley, Loon) 

Re-printed from the August 2006, Mainsheet: 

 

With the “dog days” of summer upon us, it is important to 

ensure that you have enough cooling power on board to keep 

your food fresh and enough water to keep you and your crew 

hydrated. 

 

There are many coolers available on the market with a variety 

of options: collapsible, soft-sided versions pack away easily; 

large chests with food trays and cup holders double as a 

moveable table; and some even have radios built into them 

for portable entertainment.  Choose the size that 

accommodates your needs, from 6-pack to three-day 

weekend. 

 

Your cooler should stay cold all day.  The way you pack your 

cooler and how many times you open your cooler will 

determine how long your food and/or beverages will stay 

cold.  Keeping it in the shade will help.  If your closed cooler 

does not maintain frozen ice for 12 hours, it’s time to replace 

your cooler. 

 

When packing coolers, it’s best to keep beverages in one and 

food in another.  More frequent opening of the beverage 

container releases the cold.  Since cold air drops, place 

beverages in the cooler first and ice last. Pre-chill beverages 

before placing them in the cooler to preserve ice. 

 

In large coolers, ice wraps are 

recommended since they can be 

wrapped around foods. For soft-

sided coolers, manufacturers 

advise that you DO NOT use 

loose ice, as it can damage the 

cooler and reduce its 

effectiveness. 

 

 

 

To keep food cold for weekend getaways, a block of ice is 

best. Block ice keeps food cold for longer periods of time 

when compared to crushed or cubed ice. A mixture of block 

and cubed ice is recommended. Place block ice at the bottom 

of the cooler. Place perishable foods directly on block ice. 

Cover perishable foods with cubed ice. Pack perishable 

foods directly from the refrigerator into the cooler. Keep 

foods dry and safe from cross contamination by placing in 

air tight bags or sealed plastic containers.  A full cooler will 

maintain safer temperatures longer than a half empty cooler. 

 

Can’t get block ice?  Freeze water in gallon or half gallon 

plastic jugs (leave about two inches of air for expansion).  

This will keep your food cold and the melted water can be 

used for drinking.  On a hot day you will need 2-4 cups of 

water per person per hour to stay properly hydrated (and NO, 

adult beverages and sodas do not serve the same purpose!). 

 

Extra un-chilled water can be carried on the boat in clean 

gallon jugs.  Use this to make coffee (uses less energy than 

heating freezing water), washing up, or re-filling your water 

cooler (add crushed ice). 

 

Finally, for a cool treat on a hot day, try this: rinse clean 

wash cloths in water.  Wring out excess water (cloth should 

just be damp).  Fold in half and roll up.  Place into zip lock 

baggies and freeze overnight.  To use, unroll the cloth and 

enjoy!  Nothing feels better after a hot day on the lake than a 

“crispy” wash cloth on your face, under your hat, or tied 

around your neck. 



Page 7    The Mainsheet    August 2015 

 

 

BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact 

Tim Fry 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

Located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and Old Rt. 101, just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

 

 

1908  Old Rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

Tackle@ymail.com 

Recipe: “Scotch Eggs”    Jan Brierley — Loon — Catalina 28 — Kent’s Marina, Slip E-37 

5 medium sized eggs 

1 lb. pork sausage - I used a “tube” of Bob Evans’ brand 

Flour 

2 eggs, beaten 

Seasoned dried bread crumbs- I used Kroger Italian Seasoned 

 

Hard boil five eggs and cool thoroughly.  

 

Divide sausage into five equal sections.  Flatten each (cold) sausage 

section into a patty and wrap around each boiled egg.  As you complete 

each egg, put it in the refrigerator. The eggs are easier to work with if 

the sausage is kept cold.  

 

Lightly flour the sausage-wrapped eggs, roll in beaten egg mixture, and  roll in the bread crumbs. (Some people prefer to roll 

the ball again in beaten egg and bread crumbs for a thicker crust).  It works rolled once or twice. 

 

Fry in oil heated to 375 degrees, 2 or 3 at a time, until lightly browned.  Turn frequently to cook evenly. 

 

Drain on paper towels and place in an oven dish.  Bake at 350 degrees for about 20 min. to ensure the pork in cooked through.  

 

May be served hot or cold and whole or cut into appetizer sized portions. 

 

** Mrs. Brierley—these would be a delicious nibble for the Beer Tasting...hint, hint!!! 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

