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The Mainsheet 

I felt like I was part of a big time event during 
Saturday’s Puddle Duck Regatta. The enthusiasm was 
high, the camaraderie evident, and a spirit of fun 
infused the event.  
 
Six boats entered the inaugural event. They came in all 
sorts of colors from bare wood to the Scooby-Doo 
Mystery Machine paint job. The BLSA $20 raffle boat 
was on display and one lucky new owner will get to 
sail it in next year's BLSA Puddle Duck Regatta. We 
had dozens of participants and spectators. The 
weather was magnificent.  
 
The day began with the Hanna Creek Circle littered 
with boats, sails, life jackets, and miscellaneous parts. 
As launch time approached, I watched crews still 
prepping their boats. Nobody seemed worried about 
"I wonder if it will float?" even though family and 
friends had been asking that question for months. Not 
to worry, none sank.  
 
Once launched, two hours were spent on the water 
getting the feel of the new boats. First the kids tried it, 
then the kids-at-heart took their turns. I'm here to tell 
you that this little boat is fun! One sits with the lake 
almost at eye level. The sense of connectedness to the 
water is something just not experienced on our "big" 
boats.  
 
Eventually, the practice was over and it was time to 
get down to some serious racing. We sailed two heats 
of kids and several heats of adults. The wind was fine. 

Not too much to be intimidating and not too little 
(most of the time) to be frustrating.  
 
Congratulations are given to all our owners and crews. 
This year's event was about fun and getting kids 
interested in sailing, much more so than race results. 
However, it is fitting that when all the racing was over, 
the boats put away, and the scores tallied that the 
father of the BLSA Puddle Duck fleet, Paul Hemker, 
took first place honors, followed in second place by 
our Race Director, Ashli Slawter.  
 
In conclusion, I will tell you it was a great event, 
unique in its own right, yet still part of the continuum 
that is BLSA. We said our goodbyes in the early 
evening. With sunset approaching, we were a little 
sunburned and a little tired, but the smiles of the day 
had not faded. I hope to see you at next year's Regatta.  
 
Remember, it's not too early to start planning your 
very own Puddle Duck Racer.  

Tim Fry 
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 All of these pictures speak for themselves. As Tim Fry noted this was a great family day.  There have been 
previous articles on the construction of the boats that took place this past spring at Boats-A-Sail thanks to the 
time and generosity of Paul Hemker. Several of these boats have been out at various times this year, but this 
was the first gathering of the entire group. Same were completed upon arrival and others still had some 
assembly required which provided yet another learning experience for the kids.  Enjoy.  
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 Race Director Ashli Slawter provided both safety and sailing tips to her pupils. It was really 
fun to watch just how fast they all picked up the art of  sailing one of  these stable, fun boats. 
Once launched, they didn’t sit at the dock long as every time one came in there was someone 
waiting to take it back out.  

Then it was time to launch and go sailing. 
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And finally the Regatta. There were two race for the junior sailors and there had to be two qualifying heats and 
a final race for the ‘old’ children. Absolutely a fun day ! Plans are to hold another mini Regatta on the Pig 
Regatta weekend - maybe the Piglet Regatta ? 

As might be 
expected Paul 

Hemker smoked the 
big kids in the final ! 


