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It’s just about time for our 

season to begin, though you 

sure wouldn’t know it from 

the weather. 60 degrees one 

day, freezing the next. I have a 

feeling this season is going to 

sneak up on everyone and 

when splash down time 

comes, some will still have 

bottom painting and other 

spring details to take care of. 

This definitely looks like a 

year you’re going to have to 

take advantage of the few 

good days when they come 

around.  

 

The board members are all 

working hard preparing for the 

season. Tim Fry is all over the 

membership drive, Dave 

Holdren is busy signing up 

volunteers for our social 

events (we still need some 

help with the Pig Roast) and 

Scott Webb is updating all the 

racing forms and handicaps. 

Annual membership fees are 

now due. There’s a lot more 

work than most realize to 

collect the dues, update the 

roster and membership book 

and keep track of the funds 

and bank accounts. So please 

send your membership form 

and dues in either 

electronically or via snail mail 

as soon as possible.  

 

Our annual Ice Breaker/Sock 

Burning is coming up on April 

5th. I can’t think of a more 

timely and appropriate event 

this year than an Ice Breaker. 

       

I want to close my thoughts 

this month with 

congratulations to one of the 

warmest, most fun loving and  

wonderful couples I’ve had 

the pleasure of knowing, Tony 

and Lee Hayden. They will be 

celebrating their 50th wedding 

anniversary this month. I’ve 

know ‘Luscious Lee’ and T 

since the late 70’s when 

BLSA had just getting started 

and they were charter 

members. Their beautiful 

daughter Nikki would babysit 

my kids at times when we had 

important things to do… like 

racing. They were always in 

the middle of everything and 

ready to pitch in wherever 

needed. On top of that, Lee 

was nothing if not 

adventuresome. One cool fall 

day in 2002, she donned a wet 
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suit and let Steve Tacy and I 

take her out on the Hobie 21. 

Now that’s a women you gotta 

love!  It was a sad day for 

them and us when they sold 

their beloved Catalina 27 

‘RestLess III’ with it’s 

signature rainbow headsail 

that you could spot from 

anywhere on the lake. Please 

join me in wishing them all 

the best on this wonderful 

occasion.  

 

Bill 

 

Racing         Scott Webb…..Beneteau First 285~ Design First    Slip 73 at Hanna Creek Marina 

Everyone’s talking about the beginning of 

the new season, so without waxing poetic 

as my other Board Members have done in 

these past couple issues, I will get straight 

to the point: the 2014 Racing Season. 

Thanks to everyone who took the time to 

participate in the survey we did this 

winter. I appreciate the support of the 

racing program and the changes we have 

tried to implement over the past few 

seasons. 

My goal as race director again this year 

(besides beating the Slawters), is to 

promote the BLSA racing program as 

another fun way to enjoy your boat, have 

fun with the other club members, and 

sharpen your sailing skills.  

Starting 101 

This year we are continuing our quest to 

demystify racing, and it seem the best to 

start is well….. the start.  Seems this is the 

part of the race that is most intimidating to 

new racers, with a tangle of boats 

jockeying for position at the line, horns 

going off, flags raising and lowering, and 

maybe a few white knuckles.  But truly, 

while it is the most exciting part of a race, 

it not nearly as complicated as you may 

think. 

Since sailboats can’t start from standing 

still, we simply move about behind the 

starting line for 5 minutes, trying our best 

to control our course and speed to cross 

the line as near to the final horn as we can.  

Try it sometime when you are out sailing 

around; pick line between two buoys, and 

see how accurately you can predict how 

long it will take you to get there.  Try a 

couple different angles of approach.  Try 

dumping the wind from your sail to slow 

down, and then turn it up for speed.  These 

are skills we all use, and the primary goal 

of starting.  Everyone who has ever raced 

can tell stories of having the perfect angle 

to the line, the boat is accelerating, and 

you cross the line over a minute late… we 

learn as we go. 

Of course the other key to starting is 

knowing the Right-of-Way rules we also 

use every day.  I’ll talk more about them 

in the next issue. 

This year we will be having some practice 

races the weekend of the welcome back 

cookout.  My intention for the day is to 

hold a little rules class, run a bunch of 

practice starts, and get people excited 

about the season.  Everyone is welcome.  

We will be sending out committee duty 

sign-up sheets in the next week or so, and 

we will be continuing the mentor program 

we started ;last year, with a few new 

additions;  Have an experienced racer join 

you on your boat, or help the race 

committee.  There is a lot to learn from 

that vantage point as well. 

Looking wistfully to the west, imagining 

the quite acceleration of the boat as the 

first warm breeze of spring….. (oops… I 

said I would leave the poetry to the others)   

See you at the lake. 

Scott 
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Last spring I got tired of mixing gas and 

oil for my 9 hp outboard motor and 

disposing of the old gas at the end of the 

season, so I purchased a LEHR 5 hp 

propane outboard from Dry Dock Boat 

Services in Tri County. It preformed 

great. No priming, no choke, no 

carburetor, just adjust the throttle to start 

and pull the starter rope.  On my 23’ 

Precision the 5 hp out-performed my old 9 

hp gasoline motor. Lots more torque and a 

quick start. Since it runs on 1 lb propane 

bottles it is very cheap to operate. Storing 

the propane bottles is easier and safer than 

gasoline and propane does not age like 

gas over the winter. The bottles are 

available anywhere. (Wal-Mart always 

has a sale).  A one pound bottle will 

operate the motor at full throttle for over 

45 minutes. I used 3 lbs last year.   

Now that our government has determined 

that 2 cycle engines are the major cause of 

something bad and banned them, you are 

stuck with heavier 4 cycle engines that are 

known to be temperamental due to 

extremely small fuel orifices in the 

carburetors. Just may be another reason to 

check out the propane models. Propane is 

clean and well worth considering for 

small boats. 

Walt 

 

 

As Bill mentioned, April is a very special month for Lee and Tony Hayden, celebrating 50 years of marriage.  

I asked Lee if she wouldn’t mind sharing their story.  

From Lee Hayden 

I was single mother of two children in 

1964, Greg, age 3 and Sandy, 6 yrs. I met 

Tony at a Labor Day Dance at the Over 21 

Club - Hotel Alms.  Went with another 

girl (who spent evening with two married 

men) and I sat at another table (not my 

cup of tea).  I met and danced with Tony 

for most of the night and other girl went 

with the two men to other places, which 

meant I had no ride home.  Tony asked to 

take me home and seemed very reliable so 

I went.  (He really was a gentleman)! 

 

We talked by phone a lot over the week 

end and he came over and met my 

children and we all enjoyed the day.   

Long story short, we met on Labor Day 

and were married April 4th, 1964 in a 

small church wedding with family and 

friends and honeymooned in Florida for a 

week. 

 

We took the kids to Coney Island every 

week end and took some Florida vacations 

as a family and really enjoyed the family 

life.  Sometime later, (17 years) we had a 

little girl together - Nicole Marie. 

 

It was right before then we discovered and 

loved sailing at Cowan Lake and bought 

our first boat, a Venture 17 and took our 

four-month old with us on the boat. Then 

after that we purchased Catalina 21, 25 

and finally the Catalina 27 (Restless III) 

with an inboard engine.  We loved this 

boat to this day and spent 22 or so years, 

weekends and sailing, parties, etc. on this 

boat.   

 

Our first experience with the Catalina 21 

was sailing on the Ohio River near 

Markland Dam at Jenny's Boat Harbor 

(before coming to Brookville) overnights 

and fun with some other sailboats.  When 

Nikki turned two and wanted into the river 

we left for Brookville Lake when it 

opened and have been docked there, first 

Fairfield then Hannah Creek when it 

opened.  Our other children were 17 years 

older and had other things they wanted to 

do, however, our son loved that boat. 

 

In the early days at Brookville before 

BLSA, we were TriState Catalina Sailing 

Club and even before that Tony was 

Commodore of our small group.  We 

caravanned with cars and boats following 

each other, sometimes 15 boats, to Lake 

Erie, Lake Michigan and spent weeks and 

weekends (first with our Catalina 21 

and  then with the Catalina 25).  These 

trips were such adventures for us and we 

sure were a sight on the road! 

 

We loved the people in our sailing groups 

- they were fun and loved to do things and 

still are to this day!  You just can't meet 

better people anywhere!  We even did 

several charters in the Caribbean with 

groups and had some of the best 

adventures together.  At one time we 

chartered a 40 ft. Morgan with 

approximately 8 people and had the most 

wonderful times and stories to be told. 

 

After 40 years of sailing the time came 

when we decided to maybe shrink back 

and get into other things - like golf, etc., 

however, we still come back to Brookville 

to be with the sailors.  We sold our 

beloved "Restless III" to a fellow sailor 

who had always admired her, although he 

sailed another lake in the eastern part of 

town where she still is harbored.  He took 

From Walt Wyatt —Precision 23 Sail # 365—SeaDuced— HannaCreek #5 
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such good care of her and we felt 

wonderful that we were able to let 

someone like that be the new owner.   

 

We had the greatest lives with our family 

and the sailing part of our world - and 

still check in on our sailing friends! 

 

This brings us up to 2014 and we are 

about to celebrate our 50TH Year of 

Marriage on 4/4/14 with a party of 

family and friends - which I wish I could 

include all of our sailing buddies!  What 

a wonderful 50 years together! 

 

Sincerely, 

Lee and Tony Hayden  

(Restless III) 
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact   Bill 

Beglin 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 
 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

tackle@ymail.com 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

