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BLSA BOARD MEMBERS 

With last Saturday’s Sock Burning Social, the 2013 season is now officially underway. We had good weather again 
this year and while a bit cooler, the full sun helped a lot. It we held it a few days later we would have had several 

inches of snow on hand!  

   
Our 2013 membership drive is progressing well with over half of our members already signed up. If you haven’t sent 

in your form and dues, please take a moment to complete this task so you can check it off of your ‘to do’ list. Also 

don’t forget to purchase your state park pass for entrance to Hanna Creek. I understand they have gone up a bit this 
year, but the funds do go to support state parks so remember to take care of this as well.  

Scott Webb and I met with lake management a few weeks ago to check on the progress of the dock relocation and 

utility hook-ups as well as discuss the small boat dock proposal we are considering. According to the state the dock 
relocation work will be completed on schedule for the May 1st opening. As far as the small boat proposal, this project 

would involve an additional dock(s) that would float just a few inches out of the water to easily store and launch 

small boats, kayaks etc. We’ll be discussing this concept as well as funding avenues at the Welcome Back cookout in 
May. We think this would be a great addition to the Hanna Creek facility and facilitate the ease of storing and sailing 

smaller boats in the Hanna creek area.  

   
Our most recent board meeting was held on Sat. 3/23 prior to the sock burning. Bill Ralston announced that members 

have volunteered for all of our planned events. Thank you to all of you that stepped up to help out. If you’re new or 

interested in what’s involved, we’re always looking for assistance and back-up volunteers as well. Contact Bill 
Ralston for details.  

 

Racing program changes were also announced recently. The split season, combined with scheduling both Saturday 
and Sunday races is being well received. Our racing program is focused on being competitive, instructive and non-

threatening. If you’ve ever wondered what racing was like, don’t hesitate to become involved. I know our race 

director Scott Webb is anxious to welcome everyone to participate. You’ll also find our seasoned racers more than 
happy to help you get started. Racing at any level is a great way to improve your sailing skills and become acquainted 

with other members.   
As I’m writing this on Sunday 3/24, my event calculator indicates there are 37 days, 20 hours, and  20 minutes to 

May 1st. See you then. 

Bill 
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Re-Commissioning At Last! 

 

 

               

 

                As I sit in front of the fireplace with snowflakes blowing past my windows, it is hardly sailing weather.  I can assure you however, 

spring weather will be here before you know it, even if that rodent in Pennsylvania was a little off on his prediction. The fact is, most of us will 

be putting fiberglass to water in the next four to six weeks.  That also means it’s time to think about all the things that must be done, the things 

we wish we had done last season, and the things that could be done now to make our precious time on the water more enjoyable. 

                I must first admit that I actually enjoy this time of year.  After six months of collecting dirt, snow, and leaves, I finally get to see Uno 

Mas and begin the process of repairing, cleaning, upgrading, etc.  I am no expert on the subject of commissioning, but I really do get a kick out 

of doing the work and seeing the results.  My intention is to provide a basic framework for you to use and to get everyone excited as we enter 

the re-commissioning season! 

 

 Since I store the boat an hour from my house, my prep-work typically breaks down into three cleverly named phases:   

At home maintenance and planning 

On the pavement fun 

Finish what you planned before you put it in the water   

 

As the adage goes, “plan your work and work your plan.”  This is the perfect time to sit down with a list of wants and needs for your 

boat.  Think through all the great times you had last season and how much more fun, easier, or more convenient it would have been if you just 

had _____ or had done ______before you launched last year.  Many of these things are simple.  For instance, last year we finally remembered 

to run a line to our spreaders for our cocktail flags.  They could also be something major, like a new headsail or bottom paint.  Either way, now 

is the time to remember them and add them to the list.   

This is also a convenient time to pull out everything that is in your garage, basement, etc. and give it a once over.  The Sock Burning 

event motivated me this past weekend and I spent Sunday with a heap of sailing paraphernalia in the family room.  I started in the least likely 

of places, winch and sail covers.  Up to this point, I had ripped them off and thrown them below or stuck them back on and left the dock.  The 

point is, I can’t sail right now anyway, so they aren’t keeping me from hoisting a sail—the perfect time to inspect and repair them.  Dock lines 

were next on my list and after a trip through the washing machine, I inspected and repaired two of those as well.  We thinned out our never 

ending supply of life vests (we had 16—four of which were my kids’ six years ago) and debated how many galley cushions we should throw 

away (I voted for all of them but, as usual, I lost that battle).  The idea is to go through all of the things that will keep you from sailing once 

you get to the lake and can be done in the comfort of your own home.  The last thing that I almost forgot was to take my battery down to 

Autozone to get charged up—which is free even if you didn’t buy it there. 

Now that it’s time to haul all that stuff back to the boat, we need to have a plan for what we will do when we get there and remember 

to bring the required equipment.  This year my sequence will go something like this:  general wash from top to bottom, interior teak sand and 

oil, interior vacuum, hull polish and wax, and if time permits, some topside polish and wax as well.  This translates into a huge list of 

equipment that I need, so it may be more useful to tell you a few of the things that I have forgotten over the years:  extension cord for the 

vacuum, nozzle for my hose so I don’t have to leave the water running, extra buffing pads and towels for polish and wax removal (it turns out 

boats are a lot bigger than cars).  Again, the point is not to tell you what to do and how to do it, but to give you some ideas of what you can do 

and how to be efficient so you can get in the water as soon as possible! 

I can tell you with confidence that polishing and waxing the hull can take the most time but can be the most rewarding as well.  

There are entire books on this subject and not everyone enjoys doing the work so I will give a few basics here and leave it to you.  Essentially, 

if the gelcoat is left unprotected, it will oxidize into a chalky looking finish.  Even if your gelcoat isn’t that bad, the concept remains the same: 

remove some material to get to a fresh flat surface, polish it to a gloss, and then protect it with a wax.  The variability lies in the aggressiveness 

of the chemicals you apply and the buffing pad that you use.  You can apply a protective wax by hand, but if you need to remove any amount 

of material, you will need a machine buffer/polisher.  You may have heard of someone ruining the finish on a car with a machine buffer but 

gelcoat is much thicker and much harder than your car’s clearcoat.  The bottom line is, if you really want to make a difference in your boat’s 

appearance, you need a machine, specifically, a rotary buffer.  The alternative is to have someone else to do it.  Last year, I removed oxidation 

with an aggressive cutting pad and a cutting compound (similar to liquid sand paper), polished to a shine with a less aggressive pad and polish, 

and protected the finish with a soft pad and a wax.  This year, I should be able to just polish and wax and you are welcome to stop by to see the 

process. 

Now that we are shined up and many boats are hitting the water, you will probably be itching to launch.  This, however, is your last 

chance to finish the rest of those things that are easier to do on “the hard” before the season really gets underway.  Before you raise your mast, 

have you checked your lights?  Is your wind indicator on and positioned correctly?  This is also a great time to inspect your rigging and 

lubricate all the moving parts.  I discovered the wonders of Mcclube Sailkote dry lubricant two years ago and continue to find more uses for it.  

Essentially, you can use it on almost any moving part on the boat and has been shown to prevent corrosion and mildew growth as well.  Now 

is also the time to tune your rig.  Whether you are racing or not, your boat will perform much better when properly tuned, meaning your 

shrouds are set to the proper tension, which maintains proper sail shape.  This tension varies by boat so you will have to do some research.  At 

a minimum, ensure your mast is centered in the boat and the tension on both sides are the same.  The list in this section could go on forever, so 

a few final thoughts:  inspect your running rigging for damage, ensure your drains are clear, service your inboard or outboard motor (spare 

plugs, spare shear pins, etc), check your fire extinguisher for serviceability, are there any leaks that need to be addressed? 

I wish you the best of luck this season.  Whether your goal is to get out on the race course or just spend more quality time on the 

water, the work you do in April will influence how enjoyable May through October is.  Then again, it isn’t really work at all—it’s time spent 

with your boat! 

 

Here are some helpful suggestions from John Slawter about getting ready for May 1st 



Page 3    The Mainsheet    April 2013 

Our social director, Bill Ralston, has some tips on keeping a well 

stocked boat all season long. 

                   

From Bill’s boat to yours…. 

The sailing season is fast approaching! As we prepare the outside of our boats let’s not forget the inside… 

 

The most important thing on my list is the fire extinguisher. Make sure it is still good and not in need of replacing. 

Have a few blankets on hand – believe it or not it can get chilly on the water. 

Toilet paper, you can never have enough toilet paper 

 

 Now for the galley- 

Have plenty of fresh cooking fuel 

A coffee pot – a camper’s perk pot works and stores great. It will come in handy for the coffee pot cocktail hour later in the season 

 

Some other items I keep on board –  

Trash bags lots of trash bags 

Plastic utensils – a box of knives, forks and spoons 

Paper plates and bowls, paper towels 

A medium skillet 

An electric skillet – for at the dock 

Cooking utensils – LG spoon, spatula, tongs and a good knife 

An appetizer tray for sharing those tasty treats 

Dish soap and hand soap 

Water!!! Water!!! Water!!! 

Pop tarts 

Granola bars 

 

Don’t forget for the adults- 

Ice bucket with tongs 

Cocktail glasses for 4 or more 

A lighter 

Mixers and stuff to mix it with… 

An assortment of cigars with ash tray 

A can or 2 of mixed nuts 

I keep these items in a large plastic tub with a lid and store in the aft birth. 

OH! If there is room,  A TV with DVD player an assortment of DVD’s, an air conditioner and gas powered blender. 

With a little thought and planning all you will need is the ICE! 

 

 

Bill Ralston 

Here is a look at what John’s boat has endured all 

winter waiting, just like you, for the sun & wind. 

And here’s Jack wishing for warmer days & fuller 

docks.  
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact   Bill 

Beglin 

 

 

 

Jay’s Mid-Lake 

Bait & Tackle 
 

Jay Bias 
 

Ice,  food, beverages, 

tableware, propane etc.  

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 
 

Please support them - they 

are supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer ! 
 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

Jaysmidlake.baitand 

tackle@ymail.com 

New Owner 

SAIL MIX 

 

1 box Kashi Go Lean Crunch      

1 12oz can Honey Roasted Peanuts 

1 12oz can cashews or mixed nuts 

1 large 11.40oz bag of plain M&M’s 

1 large 11.40oz bag of peanut butter M&M’s 

1 bag 15zo bag of dried cranberries 

1 or 2 cups mini pretzels 

1 or 2 cups of your favorite dried tropical fruits 

 

Mix well & store in a sealed container. 

 

Here’s a yummy, healthy, make ahead treat you can 

have anytime. 
 

Sailing “Wisdom  

Ahoy: the first in a series of four-letter words 

commonly exchanged by skippers as their boats 

approach one another. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

