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The Mainsheet 

Membership Update 
By Dan Cajacob     J-24 ~ CutThroat   Hanna creek Dock  # 32 

April 
_________________ 

 

Make sure to 

Send in your 

membership 

and get your 

boat ready 

for the 

season ! 

 

Calendar 

The BLSA Board would like 

to welcome back all of the 

new and renewed members for 

the 2010 sailing season and to 

urge those of you who have 

held out to the last minute to 

mail your application in now. 

We are at that point in time 

where we will be assembling 

and preparing to print the 

2010 BLSA Membership 

Booklet. In order to have your 

name included in this valuable 

benefit of membership, we 

need your application ASAP. 

The Board also uses this 

information to develop 

operating budgets for the 

upcoming social and racing 

activities. To date we have 40 

total memberships, including 4 

new memberships.  

 

New members include:  

Albert and Lydia Dudzik from 

Batavia, OH 

Blaise and Kim Gatto from 

Franklin, OH 

Jesse and Judy Moore from 

Cincinnati 

Marc Crutcher form 

Louisville, KY (Ullman Sails 

rep) 

 

A hearty welcome to all of 

you. I'm sure you will enjoy 

the benefits of BLSA 

membership. We met some of 

you at last weekend's Sock 

Burning Party. Four have 

renewed at the Admiral's Club 

level, 32 at the Family level, 2 

each at the Single and 

Associate levels, and one at 

Founding Member level. 31 of 

last year's members have yet 

to submit their application and 

dues. Our membership fees 

will remain the same in 2010 

as they have been for the 

preceding two years. At $90 

for a family membership it is a 

true bargain for a season of 

fun and activities. Other levels 

of membership are available to 

meet your specific situation or 

level of interest and 

involvement. Singles, for 

example, can join for as little 

as $50 per season. 

 

The generosity of our 

members has contributed 

greatly to the continued 

success of BLSA. Over the 

past two years, for example, 

the many voluntary donations 

to the Trailer Fund 

culminated, last Fall, in the 

purchase of a brand new 5' x 8' 

enclosed trailer. This is being 

used for storage and 

transportation of club 

equipment and has been a 

dream-come-true for our 

Social and Racing programs. 

In addition, every year several 

benevolent members (six in 

2009) join at the Admiral's 

Club level, providing BLSA 

with additional funds for those 

unexpected expenses which 

are inevitable to any 

organization. On the 2010 

BLSA Membership 

Application, you will note that 

in place of the Trailer Fund is 

the Voluntary Donation Fund. 

This new fund is being 

developed to provide support 

for the ongoing maintenance 

and replacement of BLSA 

equipment and other assets. 

For those of you who find it 

within your budget to donate 

to this voluntary program, 

BLSA is most grateful. 

 

Commodore Jones 
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Social Calendar   Mike Chrisman   Catalina 250 ~ Escape   Slip 38 at Hanna Creek  

In an effort to build membership and support the club, skippers with regular, steady racing crew are being asked to encourage 

them to join the club, if not already so. Attached to this edition of the Mainsheet is a copy of the 2010 BLSA Membership 

Application and Renewal Form. Why not print it out and mail it in now to avoid being left out of the 2010 Membership Booklet. 

Dan CaJacob, Vice Commodore and Membership Chairman 

Complimentary 2010 

Equipment Trailer storage 
 

Midlake Trading Post owners Hud and 

Diana Ozbun have graciously offered to 

store our activity trailer for free this year.  
 

In recognition of this we ask that all 

BLSA members support their business. 

They are very conveniently located just 

2.5 miles from Hanna Creek at the 

intersection of Klein rd. and old 101.  

They have ice, drinks, supplies, some 

food items, bait, licenses, batteries etc.  
 

So come on BLSA let’s more than pay 

them back for their generosity and let 

them know you’re part of BLSA ! 

MidLake 

Trading Post 

 

1908 old rt. 101  

 

765-458-7554 

Our annual icebreaker and celebratory sock burning was held on March 27. For the third year in a row we had great weather and 

an excellent turnout of about 50 members. Social directors Mike Chrisman and Bill Ralston provided hot dogs, metts, stew 

salads and dessert.  It was a perfect way to kick off our 2010 season. The next social event is on  May 22 - ‘Welcome Back 

Cookout’  Members are asked to bring a dessert to that event with the club providing fried chicken and potato wedges from 

JoJo’s in Liberty. Get your boat ready, the season is nearly upon us.  
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Harbormaster Update        Cory Chadwick…..Tartan Piper 31 ~ Panda      Slip E-50 at Hanna Creek   

Get Ready for Racing in 2010        Ashli Slawter…..S2 7.9 ~ Uno Mas    Slip 71 at Hanna Creek Marina 

Docking Lines And Securing 
Your Boat With The Cleat 

Hitch 
 

During my wanderings around 
the docks this past summer, I 
noticed a lot of different types 
of rope (line) being used for 
dock lines and a huge variety of 
knots used to secure boats to 
the dock cleats.  Therefore, I 
thought a quick review of what 
type of lines, recommended 

length and diameter, and the 
recommended knot, or “cleat 
hitch”, as it is more commonly 
known as, might prove helpful. 
There are many types of 
materials used to make rope or 
“line” as it is referred to when 
used on a boat.  The most 
common, especially for dock 
lines, is nylon, preferably 3-
strand.  Nylon is generally used 
because it is less expensive, 
feels better on your hands than 

most synthetic fibers, and 
stretches sufficiently to absorb 
shocks from wave action and 
high variable winds. 
Experts recommend that dock 
lines be about 10 percent 
longer than the length of the 
boat you are securing.  Since 
dock lines are normally sold in 
5’ lengths you will need to 
decide what the right length is 
for your boat.  Whatever you 
decide upon remember that an 

advantage of having all lines the 
same length is you won’t have 
to remember which ones are 
for the bow and which ones are 
for the stern.   
A suggested line diameter of 
3/8” is recommended for 
docking lines on boats up to 27 
feet and 7/16” for boats 28-36 
feet.  Obviously, if you want to 
use thicker nylon line or 
synthetic lines (which generally 
are stronger than the same 

Our goal this year with the 
racing program is to “build the 
fleet.”  We want you to give 
racing a try.  All you need to 
race is a boat with sails, a stop 
watch, and a little time. We are 
going to take you through the 
process and get you on your 
way. 
 
Racing for the first time can be 
very intimidating.  Many find 
the start of the race almost 
unbearable and stay away for 
fear of fouling another boat.  
The good news is you will only 
feel this way for the first few 
races.  And, after that, you will 
settle into a starting strategy 
that works for you. 
Understanding the starting 
sequence is half the battle.  The 
committee boat will sound 
several preliminary horn blasts 

to let all boats know the 
sequence will be starting.  The 
sequence used by the BLSA is 
below.  Note the differences 
between fleet 1 and fleet 2.  
Fleet 1 has a five minute 
sequence while fleet 2 has a 10 
minute sequence.    

 
The goal is to be at the start 
line, moving at full speed, 
preferably on a starboard tack, 
when the count down reaches 
zero. So, let’s talk about starting 
strategies that new racers tend 
to use successfully. 
The first option is to sail to a 
location near the start line and 
luff your sails until the 
countdown nears zero, but 
never stop your boat as you 
won’t have steerage. Consider 
nearing the line, and begin your 
luff at the 1 minute signal. As 

the countdown reaches 10 
seconds, bring your sails in and 
head for the line. Once you 
have successfully crossed the 
start line, your next goal is the 
weather mark.    
Another strategy, which we like 
very much, is to “sail away.”  
This works well in wind that is 
somewhat consistent.  The idea 
here is to sail parallel with the 
start line.  Sail your boat into a 
position close to the start line.  
At about the 4 minute horn 
begin to sail away, but parallel 
to, the start line for 2 minutes. 
At the 2 minute mark, tack and 
sail back to the start line.  Once 
you reach the start line bring 
your sails in and head to the 
weather mark.  The idea here is 
that you sail on a reach in both 
directions. So, 2 minutes out 
should mean 2 minutes back.  

The key is to sail parallel with 
the start line.  
On Saturday, June 12, we have 
scheduled the first Portsmouth 
Race “My Secret Weapon.”  
The intent of the first race is to 
get new racers on the water 
with more experienced racers. 
We will start the day with a 
quick lesson and question and 
answer session at the dock.  
The experienced skippers will 
then climb on board with the 
new racers.  We will practice 
starting, and run at least one 
complete race.  
This is your chance to learn 
about sailboat racing with an 
experienced skipper, a coach on 
board.  Don’t let this 
opportunity pass you by.  If 
you would like to participate 
please contact me at 
slawter@insightbb.com.  

Fleet 1 Fleet 2     

5:00 10:00 Fleet 1: Warning Signal Fleet 1 Class Flag Up and Sound Horn 

4:00 9:00 Fleet 1: Preparatory Signal Blue Flag Up and Sound Horn 

1:00 6:00 Fleet 1: One Minute Signal Blue Flag Down and Sound Horn 

5:00  Fleet 1: Start Fleet 1 Class Flag Down and Sound Horn 0:00  

Fleet 2: Warning Signal Fleet 2 Class Flag Up  

  4:00 Fleet 2: Preparatory Signal Blue Flag Up and Sound Horn 

  1:00 Fleet 2: One Minute Signal Blue Flag Down and Sound Horn 

  0:00 Fleet 2: Start Fleet 2 Class Flag Down and Horn 

mailto:slawter@insightbb.com
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While you’re working on your 
boat this month, don’t forget to 
make sure your trailer is in 
good shape. Preventable 
accidents happen every year,.all 
of which could have been 
avoided. This list is offered as a 
general guide, make sure to 
follow your trailer 
manufacturer’s instructions for 
specific items.   
 
Tires. Inflate to the proper PSI 
and inspect for spider web 
cracks on the sidewall. If 
present, then it's time to replace 
them. Look at the tread and 
measure it's depth. If less than 
2/32nd's of an inch, the tread is 
considered worn. Also inspect 
the spare. And if you don't 
have a spare, get one. Don’t 
forget to check the air pressure 
in your spare along with the 
other tires. If your trailer tires 
sat outside with your trailer, 
consider removing them and 
putting the trailer on blocks 
next year. Remember that most 
trailer tires need replacing not 
because of use, but because the 

trailer tends to sit for long 
periods. Another item to 
consider is whether you have a 
jack suitable for raising the axle 
safely in order to change a flat 
tire. 

 
Frame. You are going to have 
to get on your back and crawl 
under the trailer to look for 
corrosion and rust. Keep in 
mind that once an area begins 
to corrode, it is only going to 
get worse until sanding 
removes it. And when it comes 

to removing rust, there is no 
time like the present. 
 
Lights. Plug the trailer into the 
tow vehicle's electrical system 
and turn the vehicle on. Put the 
lights on and inspect if any 
bulbs or lenses need replacing. 
This is a moment where you 
are going to need a second 
person to tell you if the trailer 
brake lights come on when the 
brakes on the tow vehicle are 
applied and if backup lights 
come on when the tow vehicle 
in placed in reverse. This is also 
a good time to make sure you 
have the appropriate bulbs in 
your tool kit for replacement 
should it become necessary on 

the road.. Don’t forget to 
unplug them before launching. 
Hot bulbs tend to shatter when 
immersed in cold water.  

 
Bunks/Rollers. Inspect the 
bunks for wear on the carpeting 
or on the rubber padding that is 
beneath the carpet. Some trailer 
boaters spray a silicon coating 
on the bunks to make the 
surface easier to slide the boat 
on and off. Roller should be 
turned individually to 
determine if any have locked. 
Inspect the rollers for wear and 
remember when it comes to 
rollers that are worn, there is no 
time like the present to replace 
them. Poly rollers last a lot 
longer than their rubber 
counterparts. 
Safety chains. Inspect for wear 
and check the S hooks for 
possible bending. It is a good 
idea to replace the S hooks with 
screw-pin shackles that have a 
wire running through the pin's 
eye. It provides a connection 
that is considerably more 
reliable and solid than S hooks. 
 
Bearings. Inspect the grease in 
the hubs. There is no time like 
the present to replace the 

So your boats ready         How about your trailer ? 

diameter nylon line) the choice 
is yours, but whichever line you 
choose to use must work with 
the cleats on the dock and your 
boat. 
The last thing I want to 

mention is the type of knot that 

most professionals recommend 

you use to secure your boat to 

the dock cleats.  The following 

is a word description of how to 

tie a “cleat hitch”.  You start by 

wrapping the free end of the 

line coming from the boat 

around the horn of the cleat 

furthest from where the line 

clears the stern of the boat 

(tying the bow lines is the same 

but you use the dock cleat 

nearest the bow).  Next, bring 

the end around the base at the 

opposite horn, the horn closest 

to where the line clears the 

stern of the boat, to make one 

full wrap around the base of 

the cleat on the dock.  Now 

take the line back across the 

top of the horn and back 

around and under the end of 

the cleat (horn) you first 

wrapped with the line.  Next, 

bring the line across the top of 

the cleat (horn) to the middle 

of the cleat (it should look like 

a figure eight).  Pull the line up 

in the air and form a loop by 

twisting the line.  Place the loop 

you just made over the horn 

closest to where the line comes 

off the stern of the boat with 

the end of the line lying across 

the middle 

of the cleat.  Check to see if 

everything is tight by pulling on 

the line away from the dock 

cleat toward the boat.  For a 

picture of this written 

description, see the pictures 

below or type “cleat hitch” in 

your search engine and choose 

a site with a video description.  

Next month, I’ll discuss using 

“spring” lines.  
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BLSA Logo Wear 
 

Clothing items including T-shirts 

and hats are available from Capital 

Varsity Sports in Oxford, OH  with 

the BLSA logo. Call  800-932-5545 

for ordering and additional product 

availability. 

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/  

 

 

 

For BLSA burgees contact 

Randy Jones. 

 

 

 

grease, especially if the trailer 
has spent a winter outside in 

dampness. Inspect the grease 
seal and if you (or the shop) 
decides it needs to be replaced, 
make sure a double lip seal is 
installed. Inspect the bottom 
of the boat or the inside of the 
trailer tires for grease. If it's 
present, the bearings are in 
need of attention now. 
Another good indicator is heat 
buildup. Whenever you stop, 
touch the wheel bearing hubs, 
they should be cold to the 
touch. Any heat build-up is an 

indicator of friction and failure 
to come.  
 
Brakes. As is the case with 
bearings, if you aren't sure 
about what to do, take the 
trailer to the shop and let an 
expert do the work. The result 
will be peace of mind (and 
good bearings and brakes). 
Check the fluid level in the 
master cylinder but be sure to 
clear away debris around the 
cap before opening it so as not 
to contaminate the fluid. If it is 
low, you may have to bleed the 
system to get air out of the 
lines. Pull the wheel and 
inspect the disc/drum to see if 
new pads/shoes are required. 
 
Tool kit. Go through your 
tool kit and make sure the 
proper wrenches and 
screwdrivers are packed. Make 
sure you have a trailer jack that 

fits your trailer as well as 
blocks that can be used to 
support your tow vehicle's rear 
wheels. 
 
Winch. Inspect the cable 
looking for broken wires or 
worn areas. Clean and lubricate 
the winch. Make sure you have 
a strong tie down for the bow 
as well as the stern of the boat 
and that both are properly 
secured to the trailer. 
 
Hitch. Apply grease to the ball 
and inspect the hitch locking 
mechanism. Also be sure to 
secure the latch on the hitch 
before towing, Don’t trust the 
small catch standard on most 
hitches 
 
 
And one last thing…….. Is 
your insurance paid up ?  

Mid-Lake 

Trading Post 
 

Hud and Diana Ozbun 

 
Need ice, misc. food, 

supplies, bait etc. ? 

 

They’re located at the 

intersection of Klein Rd. 

and old rt. 101 just 2.5 

miles from Hanna Creek 

 

Support them as they are 

supporting BLSA  by 

storing our Equipment 

Trailer 

 

1908  old rt. 101 

Liberty, IN 47353 

765-458-7554 

 

The Sandusky Sailing club 

will hold their annual Hog 

Wild Regatta on Aug 28th and 

29th in Sandusky , OH. Some 

of our J-24 racers are planning 

on attending. You can check 

ou the details on their website 

at 

 

www.sanduskysailingclub.org 

    

http://www.capitolvarsity.com/

