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The Mainsheet 

From The Helm 
By Barry Brierley, Catalina 28 ~ Loon III    Slip 72 at Hanna Creek 

Sock Burning 

Sat. April 4 

2pm Kent’s Marina 

 

Hanna Creek Hoist 

Opens  

Friday May 1st 

Call for your 

appointment 

(765) 647-2657 

Commodore Brierley 

Calendar  

Time.  Seems so slow 
sometimes in the middle of 
winter.  Seems so fast during 
sailing season.  Probably all of 
us are going through the usual 
pre-season anticipation.  The 
lake opens in about a month 
from when you'll be reading 
this.  And this time, this year, 
it's just a little bit special.  This 
season, BLSA is 35 years old.  
Founded in 1974, this spring 
marks the 35th time BLSA 
folks like us have been getting 
ready for a summer of sailing 
on Brookville Lake.  As we 
move steadily towards yet 
another fun season on the 
water, I'm thinking of those 
original BLSA members, who 
first got our ball rolling, our 
Founding Members, and I'd 
like to take a moment to 
acknowledge them. 
 
Imagine having your boat on 
Brookville Lake every single 
summer for 35 years.  To have 
seen the lake created from a 
river valley; to have watched 
Hanna Creek, Fairfield, Kent's 
Harbor and Quakertown all rise 
from the fields of eastern 
Indiana; think about the 
memories that must accumulate 
for those who have been here 
from the beginning. 

After 35 years, there aren't 
many of the original Founding 
Members still active with the 
club.  But there are still a few, a 
precious few.  Leon and 
Johanna Barber are Founding 
Members.  While they aren't 
active in BLSA anymore, they 
still enjoy keeping up with club 
activities through the 
newsletter.  We don't see them 
around the docks, but they're 
still with us and still part of our 
club.  Tony and Lee Hayden 
(Hanna Creek, Slip #73) are 
another couple who were there 
when BLSA was founded.  

They have put their beloved 
boat 'Restless III' up for sale, but 
as long as there aren't any 
buyers, you can bet Tony and 
Lee will be sailing darned near 
every weekend.   

Personally, I'd bet that Lee sails 
more than any other woman in 
BLSA.  Paul and Heidi 
Hemker (Hanna Creek, Slip 
#16) are also Founding 
Members.   

Paul is as passionate about 
sailing today as he was 35 years 
ago, when Brookville Lake gave 
him a sailing opportunity close 
to home (just ask him about a 
Flying Dutchman, and stand 
back) , and Heidi is right there 
with him.  Jim and Ruthie 
Kuertz are another couple who 
were there at the beginning.  
The Kuertz's have now bought 
a summer cottage up on Indian 
Lake, and so spend most of 
their summer time at their lake 
cottage.  To our loss, we don't 
see them around Hanna Creek 
anymore, but they're still dues-
paying members, still a part of 
BLSA.  Jack and Roberta 
Warndorf  (Hanna Creek dry 
dock #14) are the remaining 
Founding Members still active 
in our club.  Jack is a 3-time 
Club Champion, winning in 



Page 2    The Mainsheet    April 2009 

2000, 2006 and 2007.   

Jack Warndorf 
1975 Hanna Creek 

 
Jack in 
2006—Are 
those the 
same sun 
glasses ? 
 
 

Only one member has ever 
done better than that, Lowell 
Murrell, no longer active, who 
won it 4 times.  We'll see Jack 
and Roberta sailing again this 
summer, for the 35th 
consecutive summer.  And 
that's it.  All the rest of us are 
all comparative 'newcomers'. 
 
Sometime during this, our 35th 
summer of sailing enjoyment 
on Brookville Lake, please find 
an opportunity to say hello and 
wish the best to these 
remaining 10 Founding 
Members, and thank them for 
their efforts so many years ago 
in getting BLSA off and 
running.  Our club can add new 

members forever, and 
hopefully will, but these ten 
folks have a distinction no one 
will ever be able to match: they 
were there when it all started. 
 
Founding Member.  It's got a 
nice historical ring doesn't it?  
Leon, Johanna, Tony, Lee, 
Paul, Heidi, Jim, Ruthie, Jack, 
Roberta...thank you from all of 
us 'newbies', and have a happy 
35th year of sailing in BLSA. 

 
 

2009 Membership 
payments are now due! 

 
The membership 

booklet is ready to go to 
press, so send in your 
membership now to 

make sure you’re 
included. Remember 
the timely payment of 

your dues also helps us 
plan the budget for the 

upcoming year. 

Get Ready for Racing in 2009        Ernie Hauser      J-24 ~ StrataJem    Fairfield Dock 

Can you believe it – it is only one month 
to the lake opening and a month and a half 
to the first race day!  Geeze; and I don’t 
have the boat uncovered, yet! 
 
As you have seen in the 2009 Racing 
Calendar on the BLSA website, we have 
the traditional BLSA Championship Series 
with twelve race days on which we plan 
the usual two races each day.  In addition, 
we have scheduled an All-Portsmouth 
Series consisting of six days on which we 
will have only a single, but longer, race.   
 
Following the process used in previous 
years, the racers from the 2008 
Championship Series have already selected 
the dates to perform their race committee 
duty for 2009.  The order of choice for a 
race date followed each boat’s position in 
the 2008 results, with the P-Fleet first 
place boat Heron (Chris and Sharon 
Hughes) starting the process.  Amazingly, 
everyone who expressed preferred dates 

got their first choice! Two boats said they 
would either take any date (Bullship II, 
Walter Frank) or any except a few (Cut 
Throat, Dan Cajacob) and they deserve 
special thanks and recognition for helping 
make the selection process easier.  The 
resulting roster of race committee duty for 
the 2009 Championship Series is listed in 
the table below. 
 

For the All-Portsmouth Series, however, 
we are going to need volunteers to 
perform race committee. No sailboat 
racing experience is needed – we will 
provide you with everything you need.  
Basically, you would only need to start one 
race on these All-Portsmouth race days 
using our automatic horn system and to 
record the finishing times. It’s a great 
opportunity to see the racing from a great  
viewing platform – bring your camera! 
Anyone interested in spending an 
afternoon on the race committee boat 
BLSA Barge starting and watching the All-
Portsmouth races should contact me 
(ernest.hauser@wrighrt.edu),  The All-
Portsmouth Series race days are: 5/30, 
7/5, 7/25, 8/29, 9/12, 9/26. 
 
The other racing events for 2009 are the 
Pig Regatta (June 6-7) and the WATH 
Race (June 27) – more on these stand-
alone events in the next newsletter. 

2009 Championship Series Race 
Committee Duty Roster 

Date Boat Skipper 

5/16 Heron Hughes 

5/23 StrataJem Hauser 

6/13 Loon III Brierley 

6/20 Sea PA Bossert 

7/11 Jet Lee 

7/18 Lump Sum Johanneman 

8/8 Blew Me Connolly 

8/15 Bullship II Frank 

8/22 Cut Throat Cajacob 

9/5 Juice Keeler 

9/19 Freedom Scott & Phil 

10/3 Double 
Happiness 

Houk 

mailto:ernest.hauser@wrighrt.edu
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Social Calendar        Mike Burd…..Bavaria 32 ~ WindSwept      Slip E-38 at Kent’s Harbor Marina   

With the sock burning 
rescheduled for April 4, we 
really have no other activity to 
report.  We are waiting for 
membership renewals to 
approve the final social budget 
so some things may change, 
probably not, but possible.  
We have received hosts for all 
but two events, thanks for the 
support.  The two events that I 
need hosts and help are the Pig 
Roast and Oktoberfest.  The 
pig roast is scheduled for 
Saturday June 6th and we need a 
lot of help as this is by far one 
of the largest events we have.  

We have realigned the event 
with the racing schedule.  This 
year we will only be doing the 
roast part of the event.  No 
pizza the evening before, no 
breakfast the morning of and 
no left over lunch the next day, 
only a one day event.  I need 
help with supplies, set up, 
cooking, cutting, and serving as 
well as clean up and normal 

party duties.  We are going to 
cook the pig ourselves this year 
and that takes an early morning 
start up, I think last year we 
started it at 5ish in the morning. 
If more offer to help we can 
easily divide things up. If we get 
some help for the cooking we 
may do an informal breakfast 
with the grill team and such.  
Oktoberfest is scheduled for 
September 19th. This event is 
pretty easy, most dishes are 
brought in by members and the 
cooking is grill related, although 
last years event will be hard to 
equal, certainly an effort can be 

made to keep the tradition 
going.  This event really needs a 
few couples to pull it off.  
So those of you thinking of 
helping out, give me a call or 
drop me an e-mail. I am easy to 
work with ( I think)……. 
Mike Burd — 513-515-8137 

mburd_0825@fuse.net 

Spring Maintenance —  Bill Beglin      Beneteau 323 ~ Past Behavin’  Slip  E-40 at Kent's Harbor Marina  

Spring has arrived and along 
with it spring maintenance 
chores. I’m not talking about 
cleaning windows or fertilizing 
the lawn, I’m talking about the 
important work — getting your 
boat ready for the season ! 
 
Most of us have at least a  
mental to-do list that only lacks 
the time, ambition and $ to 
complete. Having done this for 
30 + years I offer my thoughts 
on the process or at least what 
works for me.  
Make of list broken into three 
parts.  1. Must-do items before 
launch  2.Other items  3. Parts/
tools/supplies needed. 
Then take and prioritize these 
for both importance and order 
of execution. I usually find that 
if I have spent at least some 
time putting this list together 
correctly things go much 
smoother.  

First and foremost should be 
items affecting the safety and 
‘lake’ worthiness of your boat.  
Items such as engine  
maintenance, thruhulls, bilge 
pumps, rigging and line 
integrity, running lights, life 
preservers, radios and so on 
should all be on your list. 
Speaking of engine 
maintenance, changing oil is 
always important. Ever wonder 
what those API service codes 
mean on the qt’s of oil. 
It’s actually fairly simple the 
first letter is C for diesel engine 
service and S for gas engines. 
You can use a C service oil in a 
gas engine, but not vice versa. 
The second letter is the 
sequence code which is 
periodically changed to reflect 
improvements in additives etc. 
So if your spec. calls for a SE 
grade oil, you can use a SF, SG, 
SH etc, but not a SD grade. 

The  #  after it indicates the 
year of emissions requirements 
it meets, which is generally not 
an issue for marine engines. 
And of course follow your 
manufacturers viscosity 
recommendations such as 10w-
40.  
 
 
 
 
Towing your boat - Every year 
there are hundreds of accidents 
and insurance claims that could 
have been prevented. Check 
your trailer lights and brakes, 
tire inflation, bearings, hitch 
attachment and safety chains. 
Make sure your boat is securely 
attached to your trailer by more 
than just a bow eye cable, this 
usually includes additional traps 
at the bow and stern strong 
enough to support the weight 
of your boat.  Note the pictures 

below from BoatUS. Not a 
good way to start the season.  

See you on the water ! 

Proper Use of  Your VHF Radio —  Bill Beglin    Beneteau 323 ~ Past Behavin’  Slip  E-40 at Kent's Harbor Marina  

A VHF radio is one of the best 
items you can purchase for 
your boat, whether a base unit 
with full 25 watt power or a less 
powerful but just as useful 
handheld. At full 25 watt power 
the units have a range of about 

25 miles on open water. Given 
the relatively small size of our 
sailing area, even  a less 
powerful  handheld is generally 
quite adequate. The standard 
channel for initial 
communication is channel 16. 

After you have contacted 
someone on 16 you should 
immediately go to one of the 
other channels specified for 
general non-commercial 
communications. BLSA racing 
activities utilize channel 71. 

Even if you are not racing you 
can monitor this channel to 
listen to what’s going on with 
racing. However during racing 
we ask that the channel only be 
used for  race related 
communications. Most radios 
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have a scan feature that is quite useful. This allows you to monitor several channels at once. The channels designated for recreational 
use are: 9, 16, 24-28, 68, 69, 71, 72, 84-87.  To see the complete listing as well as other information regarding VHF radio use go to   

http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/marcomms/vhf.htm 

Check out the latest on BLSA members Tom and Diana Leonard’s adventures aboard their ‘for charter’ boat 
Lady Triana at    http://captaintomcat.com/default.aspx — Check out their ship’s log for the latest info 

Classified Ads.  - See the BLSA web site for more pictures and complete details.  

1985 Catalina 27 
Restless III 

$ 14,900 
 

8’-10” beam  8300lbs. 
Roller furling 135% and 
110 % jib. Radio, portable 
toilet, microwave, pressure 
water, dual batteries, 14hp 
diesel with folding prop, 
cradle. 513-389-9519 

leehayden@fuse.net 

1984 27’ Starwind — Breezin II 
$ 11,800 

Beam 9’-8”  5,100 lbs. 4’-11’ keel 
8.5 hp diesel    Wheel steering 

Depth, speed, vhf, windex, dual batteries 
Neil Pryde Main, jib, genoa, recently  

re-conditioned. 
Includes cradle 

513-683-7769 or 513-236-5829 (c)– Cory 

1985 Capri 14.2  
$ 2,000 

Includes trailer 
Sails used but in good shape.  
Call Steve at 513-304-8554 

steve@bossertcpa.com 

12’ AMF Puffer 
$ 950 

Includes trailer and cover, 
main, jib, oars. 

Yellow hull, white interior. 

812-662-0159 or  
812-593-5105 (c) 

Jim 
gyouareyou@mac.com  

http://captaintomcat.com/default.aspx

